j it 



l--* : ? ;**&•--C-’--.- 


^ : .H y 



Window 


Sweet taste of victory; from 
euphoria to hysteria 
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By a Star Staff Writer 

«5.?£*K r tastc of our vkug y a S ainsc Syria in the 
final footbaU match of ihe Pan Arab Games has intox¬ 
icated Jordanians everywhere. For years Jordanians 
nave yearned for a straight forward, unadulterated, 
easy to understand victory. It was a victoiy for the 
common man. And it came; twice within a week Jor¬ 
dan s defeat of Kuwait in the football match dial 
brought them together last week has sent Jordanians 


I wonder 
what 

would the^ 
have donefr 
if we had V? 
lost the 
match?!! 




to the streets. Why? They hud qualified for the final 
match, and had a chance to win an important gold 
medal in one of the most important competitions in 
the Games being held in Lebanon. Bui that iva< not 
the main reason for people’s intoxication The victory 
had strong political overtones, even though wc could 
not say that officially. 

With Kuwait it was the residue of nur bitterness 
from the Gulf Crisis, generated and bottled up in the 


hearts of those who saw the crisis, and the war that 
followed, in a different light than the rest of the 
w'orld. May be that’s why Iraqis also rejoiced and 
danced in the streets of Baghdad to celebrate 
Kuwait’s football upset. 

Then came our triumph over Syria in the final 
mutch on Sunday. And that again gave Jordanians a 
Ircsh Jose of national pride. Sports has replaced poli- 

Continued on page 2 
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Ross postpones trip to region 

Diplomatic activity 
halted after 
Jerusalem suicide 
attack leaves 13 
Israelis dead 


'a',*' . :■ :.I 


3 .-*' - ' 


Xorii 

son 



V*r 


By a Star Staff Writer and 
agency reports 

AMMAN—Two bombs have 
exploded in the center of West 
Jerusalem’s outdoor market¬ 
place. Between 11 to 18 people 
are said to have been killed and 
about 150 were injured. 

There have been ro claims 
of responsibility for the blasts, 
so far. But Israeli police say 
they suspect two suicide bomb¬ 
ers carrying explosives in bags, 
the bombings arc similar to 
attacks carried out in the past 
by Islamic extremists. 

The rwo powerful explo¬ 
sions went off a few seconds 
apart in the Muhane Yehuda 
' fanners market in the heart of 
Jewish West Jerusalem. The 
market is dense with shops and 
fruit and vegetable stands, and 
always crowded with shoppers, 
hundreds of security forces cor¬ 
doned off the area. 

Palestinian Authority Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat telephoned 
Israeli President Ezer Weizman 
and Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to express his 
condolences. 

The Israeli army erected 
checkpoints around the city of 
Jerusalem and has imposed a 
total closure of the West Bonk 
and Gaza Strip, barring the 
entry of Palestinians to Israel. 

The bombings have forced 
US Middle East envoy Dennis 
Ross, to postone a much publi¬ 
cized visit to the region during 
which he was to present Arafat 
and Netanyahu with ideas on 
ways to revive the stalled 
peace process. 

Wednesday’s market explo¬ 
sions interrupted a flurry of 
diplomatic activity this week, 
which renewed hopes of a new 
US initiative to jump start tue 
stalled Middle East peace 

Pr president Clinton was send¬ 
ing his Middle East envoy 

Ctennis Ross to * 
Wednesday to meet with Israeu 
Prime Minister Benjarmn 
Netanyahu and f W— 
leader Yasser Arafat- A White 
.House statement announcing 

By Nicholas Goldberg 

li rmtes-Washmgton Post 
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Mr Ross* trip says the envoy 
would be conveying “some US 
ideas” to move the peace pro¬ 
cess forward. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak flew to Domscus on 
Tuesday for to meet with Syr¬ 
ian President Hafez-Assad. On 
his wayhnrae. President Muba- 
rifc- whose- '-country-’^was' 
involved until two weeks agon, 
in an initiative to bring Pales¬ 
tinians and.Israelis back to the 
negotiation table, stopped in 
Amman airport for a brief sum¬ 
mit with His Majesty King 
Hussein. The King had met 
with Israeli' Foreign Minister 
David Levy in Amman on the 
same day. 

But on Wednesday Netan¬ 
yahu said in remarks published 
in an . Israeli newspaper that 
Israel was not an American 
“client state” and Washington 
could not dictate formulas for 
reviving Middle East 
peacemaking. 


“There are no American 
diem states here.” Netanyahu 
told the Haaretz newspaper in 
an interview published after the 
White House announced that it 
was sending Ross to the region 
for high-level talks on advanc¬ 
ing the peace process. 

‘The United States is a part¬ 
ner in efforts, not only on our 
pari, but on the part of Palestin¬ 
ians as well, to reach an agreed 
settlement and the key word is 
agreed. This must be accom¬ 
plished through consultation 
and agreement and not by dic¬ 
tates” Netanyahu said. 

Talks between Israelis and 
Palestinians have been stalled 
since March, when Israel began 
building a new neighborhood in 
occupied Arab East Jerusalem. 

However, limited talks were 
expected to resume within days 
on the promises made, but not 
kept, under previous agree- 

Contmned on page 2 



Hot Dog Month — 7-Eleven test lute hen employees 
Charles McGuffey and Patsy Ross demonstrate some 
of the hundreds of ways to dress up your dog this 
summer as they celebrate July as National Hot Dog 
Month. The convenience store chain will sell more 
than 90 million hot dogs this year, and research 
shows that 83 percent of them will be adorned with at 
least one condiment. The type varies by region — 
onions and relish are big in Chicago and jalapenos 
move faster in the Southwest—but mustard is the per¬ 
ennial favorite, followed by ketchup. (Feature Photo 
Service) 


Palestinian deputies charge Arafafs cabinet 
of corruption, call on them to resign 


AMMAN (Star)—A Palestinian 
legislative committee has urged 
Palestinian Authority head Yas¬ 
ser Arafat to fire his entire cabi¬ 
net accusing them of massive 
corruption. 

The recommendations come 
in the wake of increasing com¬ 
plaints by Palestinians of 
alleged corruption in the self- 
jule areas. . • 

' The Palestinian Legislative 
Panel’s report calls for the dis¬ 
missal of Mr Arafat's entire cab¬ 
inet until those ministers who 
are under suspicion of corrup¬ 
tion are put on trial and either 

cleared or convicted. 

The panel was set up m 
response to an internal audit 
issued a few months ago which 
found that Palestinian Authority 
officials had squandered nearly 
half of the Authority s 1997 
budget 



Shaath 


President Arafat appointed 

his own committee to evaluate 
those charges.That committee, 

made up of respected academ¬ 
ics, reported Iasi week that seri¬ 
ous financial, legal and adminis¬ 


trative violations had taken 
place.. 

Specifically mentioned in the 
panel's recommendations arc 
Civilian Affairs Minister Jamil 
Tarifi. Planning Minister and 
chief negotiator Nabil Shaath, 
and Transport Minister Ali 
Kawasmeh. All three men arc 
close associates of Yasser Ara¬ 
fat. There have already been 
reports that Mr Arafat is consid¬ 
ering a cabinet shakeup. 

The Palestinian Legislative 
Council has no authority to 
enforce the recommendations of 
the five-man panel, but this pub¬ 
lic criticism of the Palestinian 
Authority is unprecedented. It 
blames cabinet members fnr 
ignoring earlier reports of mis¬ 
management. citing such wide- 
ranging abuses as diverting for¬ 
eign aid donations to personal 
use. and accepting bribes. 


Turkey’s famous ‘madam’ brags on 
as prostitution flourishes in Turkey 

f rhArn Utriv anyone who warts to others arc located—a police of the prostitute—and 
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for a certificate, agree to regular 
she said in “ flower- AIDS and venereal disease 

always checkups, and work only at a 

fiBed mathias wrong licensed brotheL 

like to find somdh^ S ^ ways, the system 

with what you do. works well Because of govem- 

hSS ^t reason she menl regulation, there are 

believed to be fewer pimps 
LJs doeai t *ue jo extorting or abusing women. 

a&SW ab0Ut . 1 ‘ ls S Turkey Thereare safeguards regulanng 

wtwmay become a prostitute. 

°^ °n rfTworid But even the regulations have 

countries in ^ made Efe pleasant for Tur- 

where prostitution is jj” ^ prunes, a fact that may 
iftg hdp explain Manukyan s reluc- 
tanoe to dwell on the subjwL 

Manukyan frf the Karakoy district of 

a brothel btanbui—at the entianee to the 

^ernmert cobblestone alleyways 

^bere Manukyan’s houses and 


countries in the world 
f l where prostitution is 
v legal. lft _ 

A person like 
Manukyan who wants 
,0 at up a brothel 
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others arc located—a police 
gate bars the way. and from the 
main street outside, nothing is 
visible. But once past the gate, a 
short walk up a hilly path 
reveals a string of storefront 
brothels lined up next to one 
another, lit by garish neon lights 
giving the impression of a disso¬ 
lute nighttime carnival. 

The women are dressed in 
bikinis or leotards or skimpy 
night shirts. Or they're naked, 
smoking and wailing while a 
dense crowd of Turkish men 
sands before them gawking. 
Most of the men don’t go into 
the houses at all hut have 
merely come to stare and jeer. 

A brief encounter usually 
costs about SlO/the men in the 
street said Or, depending on the 
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Weeklies almost declare 
victory over press law 


By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
SINCE THE 15 August dead¬ 
line is only two weeks away, 
weekly newspapers are in a race 
with time to put their house in 
order and comply with the regu¬ 
lations of the 1997 temporary 
Press and Publication Law 
which was imposed unilaterally 
by the government last May. 

The weeklies have to Fulfil 
tough procedures ordered by 
two provisions in the new law: 
increase their capital and find a 
chief editors with 10-year 
experience. 

Article 24/A of the law, 
compels dailies to increase their 
capital from JD 50.000 to JD 
600.000. These giants have no 
problem, but the big deal lies in 
Section tB) of the same article 
which orders other publications 
and weeklies to increase their 
capital bv 20 times, from JD 
15000 to JQ > 300.000. The 
weekly press has another night¬ 
mare. Article 13/B requires the 
Chief Editor to have been work¬ 
ing as a full-time journalist for 
at least 10 years or to have a 10- 
year experience in journalism. 

Despite their principle rejec¬ 
tion. weeklies are struggling to 
meet the stringent requirements 
of the law. All weeklies are now 
involved in intense negotiations 
to find investors to hike up their 
capital to JD 300.000 and a 
qualified editor. 

Fifteen days remain. Editors 
of weeklies believe that the new 
law is targeted at eliminating 
them from the market. Few 


have sorted themselves out 
while for others, it is becoming 
a legal baule. 

So far only two weeklies offi¬ 
cially announced their compli¬ 
ance with the law. 

The A1 Bilad Press and Publi¬ 
cations Company has succeeded 
in recruiting investors both 
inside the country and Jordanian 
businessmen working in Arah 
Gulf states. The management 
have already merged three 
weeklies into one: Al Bilad, Al 
Sayad and Al Hayat. Plus, the 
new editor of the newspaper 
which is yet to be named, is 
Bassem Sakejha. a well-known 
journalist, who has been in the 
field Tor more than 10 years and 
is member of the Jordanian 
Press Association. 

Last week Sawt Al Mar'a 
(woman's voice) weekly reap¬ 
peared on the market after three 
weeks of absence. The owners 
managed to raise its capital to 
half a million dinars and 
assigned a qualified chief editor. 
According to general manger 
Jamal Al Muhtasih of Dar Al 
Muhtasib for Press and Publica¬ 
tion, and owners of Sawt Al 
Mar’a say the paper will be 
ready by the 15 August dead¬ 
line. It will by then become a 
public share company. “On Sat¬ 
urday next week we will submit 
to the Press and publication 
DepL. a bank statement of JD 
500.000, and wc assigned 
Ahmad Theiban as chief editor." 

He added firmly that the 
Press and Publication DepL, has 
no right to ask for such a state¬ 


ment but the regulation of the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
demands a proof for public 
share companies. 

However, some like Shihan , 
the most popular and eldest, and 
unlike many of the independent 
weeklies, will financially sur¬ 
vive. but its current Chief Edi¬ 
tor. Mr Raja Talhib. will not 
make it because his experience 
in the business is less than 10 
years. So Shihan is now busy 
searching for an experienced 
editor. 

Islamists also will not leave 
their breathing lung with no 
financial feed. Al Sabeel (The 
Path) weekly, which is Lhc 
mouthpiece of the Islamic 
movement in Jordan, and whose 
board is chaired by Jam cel Abu 
Baker, director of the Muslim 
Brotherhood information office, 
is waiting till the last day. “We 
principally reject the new press 
law. even if we arc forced to 
readjust our situation.’’ said Mr 
Atiff Joulani. editor-in-chief of 
Al Sabeel, 

"We will he the last to meet 
the deadline, till this moment no 
measures have been taken by us 
to comply with the new law." 

An Islamic source maintained 
that Al Sabeel will not face any 
financial problems to increase 
its capital to JD 300.000. But 
concerning the editor-in-chief, 
the paper might face some prob¬ 
lems since most of i is journalists 
went to other newspapers. The 
source added that the Islamists 

Continued on page 2 


Neither (he panel nor (he ear¬ 
lier comptroller’s report investi¬ 
gated Mr Arafat’s own office. 
The Palestinian Authority’s 
head is under pressure from 
international donors, including 
the United Slates and the Euro¬ 
pean Union, which have con¬ 
tributed about one-and-one-half 
billion dollars to the three-year- 
old self-rule government. Con¬ 
cerns about accountability have 
considerably slowed down the 
(low of funds. 

Ordinary Palestinians have 
long expressed resentment to 
stories of graft, favoritism and 
the open display ul wealth by 
Authority officials. 

Mr Shaath hjs denied (he 
allegations and accused legisla¬ 
tive members of conspiring to 
oust him and his colleagues SO 
they can become ministers 
themselves. ■ 
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ARAB BANK 

Starts operations at two new locations in 




age of the prostitute—and some 
women were clearly in their late 
50s nr ejriv 60s—it can com as 
little as $1 or S2. Whatever the 
women cam must be shared 
with the brothel. 

More (han half of the prosti¬ 
tutes said that their clients 
refused to use condoms, and 
that although they were very 
worried about AIDS, they felt 
they had no choice but [■ > agree. 

"I am so unhappy here.” said 
a woman who gave her name 
only as Laura. don’t u.int to 
do this anymore. But it is not so 
easy to stop." 

According to the l l >% quar¬ 
terly records of the Turkish gov¬ 
ernment. there arc 56 brothels in 
Turkey. The number of rcais- 

Continued on page 2 
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Irbid’s impromptu celebration 
of Jordan’s football aold 


By Elise Y. Sadoun 

Special In The Star 

IRBID—On Sunday evening, os the com¬ 
mentator shouted "Goal! 1 .! Goal!!!,'' thou¬ 
sands of Irbid football fans took to the 
streets in jubilation. Rich or poor, young 
or old. all were proud to be Jordanians, as 
they honked, sang, danced and waved 
flags in celebration of Jordan’s win 
against Syria in the title match for the 
gold medal in football in this week's 
Eighth Arab Sports Competition in Beirut. 

The streets were full of vehicles sport¬ 
ing flags, teenage boys, and entire fami¬ 
lies. Passengers found innovative ways of 
riding, throwing caution to the wind by 
hanging out of windows and sunroofs, 
hanging off of lorries and buses, and rid¬ 
ing on roofs and hoods. 

Some rode 1 in the backs of lorries and 
even in the trunks of cars with their feet 
dangling off the back. No vehicle was 
excluded in the celebration, as cars, 
trucks, bicycles, semi-truck cabs, and 
even earth moving vehicles, loaded with 
happy passengers paraded around the city. 

From every rooftop the sounds of joy 
could he heard. Car horns honked out 
every type of rhythm, and even musical 
horns were heard. Young men banged on 
drums, and where drums were lacking, 
young boys made do with biscuit tins. 


Recorders and Oud's were played through 
the streets, and guns wens fired until emp¬ 
tied of ammo. Women trilled the tradi¬ 
tional Arabic cheer, as groups of people 
sang various songs of national pride. Even 
babies in the back seats of cars clapped 
along with the reverberation. 

Merry-makers expressed their joy by 
waving flags of all sizes. Some tied the 
flags to out-tumed windshield wipers, 
while others waved them out through 
vehicle windows. If a flag could not be 
found in time, young men made do by 
tying the red and white Jordanian head¬ 
dress to a stick, or simply shed their shirts 
and waved them over their heads. Cars of 
party snow and shaving cream were 
sprayed in the air. and firecrackers were 
shot up in the air and exploded overhead. 
Olive and pine branches were stripped off 
trees and carried around town. 

Jamea’ Street beside Yarmouk Univer¬ 
sity was especially vibrant. Young men 
packed the coffee and hubble-bubble 
shops around the circle, earnestly watch¬ 
ing the game. When the first shouts of 
"Goal!!!" sounded, everyone took to the 
streets. Groups of 20-100 people circu¬ 
lated the streets, dancing, singing and 
drumming. Families gathered to watch the 
festivities as vehicles drove through the 
circle in an unending parade. 

Two Caterpillar steam-shovels entered 


the circle with a row of guys in the. 
Shove' Upon cue. they raised their shovels 
high and proceeded through the street, 
amid shouts and cheers. Police officers 
did their best to control the flow of traffic, 
allowing the crowd to congregate in the 
street, dancing, singing and even throwing 
each other in the air. occupying approxi¬ 
mately one kilometer of Jamea' street. 
One lorry entered the circle so overloaded 
with people. Needless to say. the police 
ordered half the people to get off. 

The isudden celebration *was a boon for 
the circle’s coffee and snack shops. Fai- 
rass AhuraT of A1 Baba Bakery and Cof¬ 
fee Shop, located directly on the circle 
said. M Our business tonight has more than 
quadrupled since the game started." As 
members of the controlled: happy crowd 
grew thirsty, bottle upon bottle of soda 
was sold. Even the snack and coffee cans 
cashed in. Entrepreneurial boys look the 
chance to pick up pop cans to turn in for 
cash at the recycling center. 

A few scattered vehicle accidents did 
little to slow the happy celebration, as par¬ 
ents piled sleepy kids and babies in the 
car 10 cruise around town. Hearts swelled 
with national pride, and even foreigners 
took pan in the fun os fancy cars sporting 
Gulf license plates circulated the city. 
Some folks played it safe by pulling their 
cars up on the sidewalk to watch the 





parade go by. One family even brought 
their invalid mother to the circle to enjoy 
the sight Chance meetings of friends and 
relatives added to the fun, and new friends 
were made as young men jumped into the 
back of strangers' trucks to hitch a joy 


ride through town. 

The wild, happy night slowly calmed 
down, .os happy families went home to 
rest and review the festivities. Congratu¬ 
lations Jordan on such an achievement to 
celebrate for years to come. ■ 


Turkey’s famous 
i madam 9 brags on as 
prostitution flourishes 
in Turkey 


Ross brings new US ideas amid 
flurry, of diplomatic activity 


Con tinned from page 1 
lened prostitutes is 2.376. In 
addition, there is a sizable group 
of unlicensed prostitutes, mostly 
women who have sneaked in 
from the neighboring countries 
of the former Soviet Union. 

“Despite anything you might 
hear, the women at these places 
don't have other choices.” said 
Canon Arm, a lawyer who works 
on behalf of women and 
■women’s rights issues. They 
come when faey are very young. 
They hide what they are doing.. 
They generally have a man who 
they say is their husband, but 
usually he is really a pimp." 

In recent years, Turkey’s certi¬ 
fied prostitutes have won several 
crucial battles. In 1990. the Turk¬ 
ish Parliament repealed a long¬ 
standing law under which the 
abduction or rape of a prostitute 
was punished only two-thirds as 
severely as the abduction or rape 
of any other woman. 

Also, prostitutes and their 
advocates waged a campaign to 
be added to the nation’s social 
security system, paying in a por¬ 
tion of their wages so that they 
would be eligible to receive a 
pension at retirement. A little 
more than a year ago, they were 


successful and were added to 
the law. One of the reasons that 
life remains difficult for prosti¬ 
tutes is that Turks have deeply 
mixed feelings about prostitu¬ 
tion. Turkey, after all is a 
deeply divided country, tom 
between its conservative Islamic 
tradition (98 percent of the coun¬ 
try is Muslim ) and its aggres¬ 
sively secular government, 
which sees itself as a modem, 
EuropeazMtyfe democracy. 

For Manukyan, the society's 
divisions became acute in 1995, 
when sbe offered a donation to 
Istanbul University’s Corahpasa 
reaching hospital as she has 
daw in the pas. To her dismay, 
an organization of doctos, 
urged on by an Islamic religious 
leader, called on the hospital to 
reject her offer, arguing that the 
$36,000 she had offered to the 
neurology dep art me n t had been 
earned in at immoral and anti- 
Islamic way. 

In the end—to nobody’s great 
surprise—the hospital overcame 
its moral qualms, and accepted 
the gift Similarly, many politi¬ 
cians have tried to dude out of 
public events where she was 
present, but have rarely refused 
her money. 1i 


Continued from page 1 

ments. Wednesday's bombing 
will surely delay these talks 
further. 

The United States bas urged 
the parties to seek confidence- 
building steps to help rebuild 
the trust between them. 

Diplomatic sources have said 
the United States is drafting an 
initiative to revive peacemak¬ 
ing that includes an Israeli 
freeze on building new Jewish 
settlements in the Wiese Bank 
and Gaza Strip. , ;■ 

The. United States is pro: 
pared to do everything it can to 
ensure that the peace process 
continues on a sound and dura¬ 
ble basis," White House 
spokesman Mike McCurry 
said. 

Mubarak’s meeting with 
Assad took place one day after 
Israel decided to suspend a per¬ 
mit to build 70 homes in East 
Jerusalem’s Ras A1 Arnoud 
until early next month. 

No talks have been held 
between Syria and Israel since 
Netanyahu became prime min¬ 
ister in June last year. 

President Assad said Tues¬ 
day he could see no hope for 
Middle East peace despite an 
apparent revival of cfiptomatic 



His Majesty King Hussein receives Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy, Tuesday 
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activity in recent days. 

"It is difficult for me. to say 
there is hope in light of the cur¬ 
rent situation," Assad said at a 
joint news conference with 
President Mubarak. 

T don’t think there is any¬ 
one who knows what is hap¬ 
pening and could say there is 
hope...everyday we get a new 
proof that there is no hope," 
the Syrian leader said. 

On his way back from the 
Damascus meeting. President 
Mubarak stopped in Amman 
for a few hours to brief FCing 
Hussein on bis talks earlier in 
the day with President Assad. 
Relations between Amman and 
Damascus remain cool at best. 

The Egyptian leader was 


also briefed by the King on his 
discussions earlier in the day 
with Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy.. 

“Discussions with President 
Mubarak were very good,” 
King Hussein told reporters. 
“My discussions with Mr Levy 
were also very good and 
frank.” 

The King said Jordan wel¬ 
comes Cairo’s efforts to end 
the deadlock in the Arab-Israeli 
negotiations. "Egypt has 
played a very major role that 
only Egypt can play and our 
position has been a comple¬ 
mentary one,” the King added. 

King Hussein, however, said 
he was optimistic that the 
Arab-Israeli negotiations 
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would resume. "We are very 
hopeful regarding the foture." 

He did not elaborate bat offi¬ 
cials say his optimism stems 
from his earlier briefing from 
Levy, in which Levy indicated 
a breakthrough in his dead¬ 
locked negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

After talks with Levy in 
Amman on Tuesday, Foreign 
Minister Fayez AI Tarawnah 
said the suspension of the Jeru¬ 
salem bousing project wou|d 
advance stalled peace talkS^/ A ■ 

“We consider this as a. confi- - 
dtoce^building measure K, £hak ? 
would hopefully reinstate die - 
trust between the two sides and 
that would definitely put die 
Palestinian-Israeli talks on the 
right course,” Tarawnah sad. 

He also in ted as a cause for 
optimism the outcome of talks 
between Levy and PLO nego¬ 
tiator Nabil Shaath on Monday 
in which both agreed to renew 
talks on outstanding issues 
from a 1995 peace deal. 

The two sides had agreed to 
talk again only about die con¬ 
siderable list of mutual prom¬ 
ises already made and not kept 
The larger Issues of a political 
settlement between diem are 
still reserved for “permanent 
status” talks that have yet to 
begin and are now more than a 
year behind schedule. 

Palestinians are unwilling to 
proceed with those talks while 
Israel makes major changes in 
the population makeup of the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem, 
both captured from Jordan in 
the 1967 Middle East War,'In 
particular, the two sides have 
found no answer to the dispute 
that began with Israel's ground¬ 
breaking for a new neighbor¬ 
hood to house 30,000 Jews in d 
section of East Jerusalem called 
Jabal Abu Gheneiin. • 

According to officials and 
diplomats, die Clinton adminis¬ 
tration has proposed various 
forms of a freeze on hew settle¬ 
ment construction as part of a 
package deal to resume full dip¬ 
lomatic talks. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
who has dispatched adviser Uzi 
Arad and cabinet secretary 
Danny Naveh to Washington, is 
unwilling to accept the -US 
proposals. 


Immediately after Naveh’s 
return lost week. Netanyahu 
summoned three top American 
Jewish leaders—Mel Solbeig 
and Malcolm A Hoenlein of 
the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organ¬ 
izations and Howard Kohr of 
the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee (A1PAC)— 
in what aides described as an 
attempt to blunt pressures from 
the Clinton administration. 

Netanyahu told them, one 
official said, that the US propo¬ 
sals are unacceptable and that it 
is Important for the administra¬ 
tion and Congress to know 
. “what this government can do 
and what it cannot do." 

Stymied on the larger prob¬ 
lems, American mediators have 
focused on addressing the col¬ 
lapse; of trust between Netan- 
:yahu and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. They have urged 
l-each side to begin with snjall. 
' confidence-building sfepk To* 
* restore a sense of shared pur¬ 
pose to their talks. 

Levy and Shaath announced 
that working groups will 
resume meeting to resolve 
details of previous agreements 
on the opening of a Palestinian 
airport and seaport in Gaza, the 
creation of “Safe passages” for 
Palestinians through Israeli ter¬ 
ritory between the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, and the release 
of thousands of Palestinian pris¬ 
oners in Israeli jails. 

Shaath also gave public and 
private assurances that the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority win act vig¬ 
orously against ' violence 
directed at Israel He did not 
mention the rebuilding of previ¬ 
ously close ties between Israeli 
and Palestinian security estab- 
- lishments, but it has been the 
Israeli position that such intelli¬ 
gence-sharing is essential to 
block terrorist plans. 

But PLO Giairman Yasser 
Arafat is less impressed. 

“This was agreed upon one 
and a half months ago and up 
until now nothing has hap¬ 
pened,” be told reporters in 
Hebroo. 

Arafat had problems closer 
to home. Tuesday when a panel 
of Palestinian lawmakers inves¬ 
tigating corruption urged him to 
fire his entire cabinet and put at 
least two ministers suspected of 
wrongdoing on trial (See 
related story) 

It specifically recommended 
trial for Civilian Affairs Minis¬ 
ter Jamil AJ Tariff and Planning 
' Minister NabU Shaath on suspi¬ 
cion of corruption and misuse 
of power. Both ministers 
denied the charges. ■ 
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Continued from page 1 
“will have to dig for a qualified 
person.” 

In a solidarity campaign with 
the press, particularly the criti¬ 
cal ones, several ..Jordanian 
opposition personalities formed 
a 'national committee* to help 
two weeklies^, both Al Mithaq 
(Charter) weekly and AL Majd 
(Glory) weekly.'The national 
committee is composed of Laith - 
Shbeilat, president of the Engi¬ 
neers Association, Lower. 
House opposition deputies Tou- 
jan Faisal and Ba’axhust Khalil 
Haddacfin and Former Munster 
of Information Haul Khassaw- 
neh among others. 

Al Mi&aq. which has ceased 
publication last month.. has 
found outside investors. 
According to.Nabed Hattar, the. 
director .of Al Mithaq. the paper 
will increase its capital to JD 


300.000 or more by the end of 
this month. Hattar, who was 
preyed, not guilty by State 
Security Court on lose majeste 
charges, will hold the post of 
Chief Editor. Hattar is strongly 
critical of government policies, 
and is considered as an ultra¬ 
nationalist since, and his paper 
is seen as a platform of the so- 
called Jordanian National 
Movement The hew Al Mithaq 
Company will offer subscrip¬ 
tion shares by the end of this 
month:. 

However, the management of 
AI Majd is betting on new polit¬ 
ical developments which could 
lead to at least a. freeze in the 
new Press and Publications 
Law. *^e'.are.optixoQ3tic that 
there wiD be' some political 
developments, .which will halt 
the press law;” said Fahd Al 
RImawi, etfitor-in-chief and 
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Sweet 
taste of : 
victory; 
from 
euphoria 
to hysteria 

Continued from page l 

tics as the “national pas¬ 
time" in the Arab world and 
with , all its glory and fan¬ 
fare, it has given leaders 
and subjects alike some¬ 
thing to bind them together 
again. 

Years of political set¬ 
backs and military defe a ts 
have driven people away 
from politics. Sports 
became the only available 
venue where people could, 
practice politics—safely. 

For an outsider it would 
seem that we had just won 
the World Cup. Processions 
that never end. firing live 
ammunition into the air. 
total and spontaneous chaos 
in the streets. Forget about 
the national agenda for a 
while:' forget about the 
peace process and the stale¬ 
mated talks between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis: 
and forget if you can. about 
the economic situation and 

the Euro-Mediterranean 

partnership. Hus is a sweet 
dream and people don't 
want to wake up. 

But eventually they will 
have to. Like all of our “vic¬ 
tories” today, they arc 
short-lived. Sure this vic¬ 
tory will sink deep into the 
public psyche, until the next 
match. But if we learn to 
settle our political score in 
the plnyfiekJs. then it will 
be all right. 

Unfortunately it will not 
be that simple. Jordanian 
fans were hit with flying 
missiles by Syrian fans 
when Jordan scored it's 
only goal. Lebanese crowds 
supported Jordan's team 
against Syria. Who knows? 
Will political ties with 
Syria, already on the edge; 
be affected by the Jordanian 
win? And what about the 
precarious process of restor¬ 
ing ties with Kuwait? Will 
it be affected by the popular 
and unashamed celebration 
of our victory in Amman's 
streets? 

_ s ItVa lesson in political 
"psyciwTogy and frioverepm- 
ing national inhibitions and 
frustrations. It's also a goo 
therapy—but not a lastin;-' 
one. Just imagine if the Jor¬ 
danian football team was to 
defeat the Israeli team: or 
worse if the opposite took 
place. In the end it is a zero- 
sum game": no real winners. 

No one had thought c 
substituting politics with; 
sports. The phenomenon 
just evolved out of decades 
of military defeats, political 
frustration and national 
insecurity in the real world. 
Now the challeng; is to sep¬ 
arate the two things again: 
to go back to the original 
and noble theme of healthy 
competition for the sake of 
sports. 

And in the end Jordani¬ 
ans have to return to the real 
world: where winners are 
judged by their political and 
economic excellence. The 
euphoria, or rather hysteria, 
of our recent athletic victo¬ 
ries has uncovered a deep 
seated yearning for national 
pride. In die process many 
innocent people fell dead or 
injured because of stray bul¬ 
lets fired in jubilation. 
Those senseless killings and 
injuries are a reminder that 
our celebrations have at 
times crossed the boundar¬ 
ies and turned into madness. 

The challenge now is to- 
transform this new found 
energy. this untamed 
euphoria, into something: 
that lasts so that we can get 
used to the sweet taste of 
victory. ■ 


publisher of Al Majd weekly 
[Nasserite], another strong inde¬ 
pendent opposition paper. *!We L 
have been offered financial sup- ff • 
port by some Jordanian person- t 
alines, but we said no thanks.' 1 

Al Urdun (Jordan) weekly is 
expected to readjust its 
finances before 15 August 
According to Al -Urdun's pub¬ 
lisher and Chief Editor, Mr 
Mousa Kilani, his .paper is pre¬ 
pared to comply with measures 
of the law. 

Other weeklies, however, 
were unfortunate Al Hadath 
(the event) weekly failed, till 
now to find an exit out of the 
. finance or the editors dilemma. 

Hawadeth Al Sa’a, and Akh- 
bar Al Usbau’ are also facing 
difficulties in that regard, but 
expect to find a exit 
. However, some weeklies 
have already gone under, as a 
result of the new Press and 
Publications Law. Abd Kabo, a , 

sarcastic weekly closed. its &- 
offices as its editors believe " 
that the new press law does 
limit their freedom of expres¬ 
sion. V - 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


Shooting at the UJ 

J, 1 S ^ ms is ^ week of shooting in the air 

wbUZusiL 11115 is a ^ sHi ° us 

SEE J? ,ndo y °" Jordan)- Four students were 

• !£££? he” 18 shot by another at the University of 

- ^ ,tnes ^ thar the student started firing in one 

b 31 ^ [* umanili es Department of the Faculty of 
Arts. Il appeared later that the shooting happened after an 
jugument with one of the other students who was in the 

hall atVhfMlrn ^“f, 3 nuraber of femaJe students also in the 

- hall at the time fell unconscious. 

■ tn the air 

■ Tm glad it does not happen every day! People all over 
country literally went wild after our Sunday’s football win 
against Syria. They have the right to celebrate and be 
joyous, alter all, we don’t win every day. As soon as the 

• match ended, guns were taken out and people began 
shooting in the air. Hand guns, rifles and the rest of the 
paraphernalia were out there all shooting, going on and on 
till well past mid-night. Again there is nothing wrong with 
that, but there was a very heavy price to pay. Over 15 
people were hit on that fateful night because of flying 
Dullets m Amman alone. Whether you like it or not, stray 
bullets was the name of the game, causing injuries and 
deafhs in Al Shmeisani, Al Nassir, Al Hashimi. Zahran, 
Swieleh, Jabal Al Hussein, Al Qwasmeih. Al Ashrafiya, 
Al Muhajerain. and Jabal Al Zuhour. 

Gotch yu! 

■ Twelve cases against the press have been filed in court 
since the new Press and Publications Law became into 
operations. There are three cases against Al Arab Al Youm , 
the Arabic daily that only began publishing in May. Its 
Chief Editor Taher Al Ad wan is now trying to sort these 
out. There are two cases against Al Sabeel and one against 
Al Mithaq. Ruba Karosneh’s article about Jordan's water 
rights vis-a-vis Israel made the Ministry of Water very 
upseL Al Ahull is also in the dock. Also there are other 
cases against Al Sayaad, At Bilad and Al Majd, Although 
the case against Al Majd was before the new law came into 
effect. 

Dakamseh gets life and that’s final 

■ Ahmed Dakamseh’s sentence is final. He received life 

imprisonment and that means life. The Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, Field Marshal Abdel Hafez Merai Al Kaabneh, the 
one with the power to commute the sentence, upheld the 
military court’s decision. Dakamseh will now begin his 
life sentence. According to his defence lawyer, Hussein 
Mjalli, who visited the soldier after Kaabneh's decision, 
said Dakamseh was in high spirit Mjalli now expects the 
soldier who was stripped of his rank, to be moved from the 
military reform center in Zerqa to a civilian one. On 
another level seven of Dakamseh’s close relatives have 
been set free by the security forces. They were held in 
custody having taken part in a demonstration after hearing 
about the sentence. Irbid Governor Kaftan Al Majal! 
rejected news reports that local police surrounded 
Dakameh’s village, Eb<tir,or.even imposed a curfew on its 
people. . * . 

Muslim Brotherhood. stand 

■ Oops, we have a problem, or do we? The Muslim 
Brotherhood's decision to boycott the. coming 
parliamentary elections this autumn sent shivecs up the 
spine of the government though, apparently not the Prime 
Minister. Dr Abdel Salam Al MajaG. A tall sturdy figure, 
he doesn't seem to be effected at alL Indeed his recent 
trips abroad are designed to show a more forthright 
Jordanian foreign poGcy and could be a deliberate move to 
shift emphasis from the local scene. But in all honesty, the 
government is worried. 

The Brotherhood's decision has far-reaching 
implications. If it doesn’t put up candidates then a sizable 
majority of the electorates wouldn’t vote in the next 
elections. Furthermore, a good deal of the opposition . 
parties seem to be following suit and not participating. 
That could produce a farcical elections,, certainly not a 
situation that the government wants to happen. And it is 
obvious that many of its top level thinkers are busily 
drawing up alternative strategies to avoid what could 
become an impending fiasco. . . 

The first of these is to submit to the minimum demands 
of the Islamists. Although the government initially rejected 
it our of hand as something that infringes on its 
sovereignty, il now seems that the government would be 
prepared to invite international observers to monitor the 
elections. But hold on a minute. Is this true? Well 
apparently it was at the beginning of the week, when 
Interior Minister was quoted as saying that the government 
would be willing to have international observers. 
However, later on the minister was less forthcoming. He 
said that he his statements were taken out of MutexL 
In its pending dialogue with the government is likely 
to SuSh for far more. Its demands for the abrogation of 
oeace treaty with Israel is an impossible demand 
SuhU SESd Uy be flexible on tat if the government 
u m it<! other ■ demands which is reforming the 

dSttal taw and doing something about ta Press and 
electoral accommodation on these could be 

2 S3S —star, betweon ta 

government and Islai^B^ think the door is still 

moderates. like Ishaq Al ' 

wide open- After • ^ and Abdallah Al Akialeh 

Farhan. Balsam what ’ s happening inside the 

who are not so ha PW[ however,' have their hands bed 
initiative from ta government 
The ball is hi the governments court. 


UN workshop to review 
elimination of discrimination 
against women 



wTPDAW) in Jordan will be review**irn a 
L^Unrted Nations Inter-Agency Task 

August 199? ^nw"^ 
^ 'K, raise awareness of CEDAW in 
te? to !iS£tftacotatnitaand“P 1 ? 1 * 

non-binding clauses are 

le Islamic S wo me n with respect 

5 qual rights to ^ freedom to 

-aac'-jssJ'—w* 

and profession. ■ 



HU Majesty King Hussein receives Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, Tuesday, upon hU arrival to Jordan for a short 
visit . The two leaders discussed the peace efforts to reactivate the staled Middle East peace process. The President's 
trip, which followed a visit to Syria, was a “continuation of the efforts that Egypt is exerting to boost peace," King 
Hussein told reporter at Alia International Airport. 


Omar Bilal of 
the Royal Falcons 


Jordan 
mourns 
of top ace 


loss 


AMMAN (Star)—The life of 
one of Jordan's most cele¬ 
brated aerobatics pilot came 
to a tragic end Saturday in 
Belgium. Capt. Omar Hani 
Bilal, solo display pilot in 
the Jordanian Royal Falcons 
aerobatics team, was per¬ 
forming a stum when he 
apparently lost control of his 
Extra 300 single-engine 
plane which crashed into a 
Red Cross tent less than a 
100 meters from a public 
grandstand near Ostende 
where an international air- 
isfiow was being held. 

The 30-year-old pilot and 
eight spectators on the 
ground died as the plane 
exploded into a ball of fire. 
At. least 58 other people 
were injured, some of them 
critically. 

Capt. Bilal’s death has 
shocked Jordanians espe¬ 
cially those familiar with his 
exceptional achievements. 
His Majesty the King 
expressed his grief over the 
late Bilal's death and con¬ 
veyed his condolences to the 
bereaved family. 

The Jordanian fighter pilot 
turned aerobatics pilot was 
married but had no children. 
He joined the Royal Falcons 
in 1992 after graduating 
with honors from the Royal 
Air force Academy, which 
he joined when he was 17. 
To his colleagues at the 
internationally renowned 
Royal Falcons and his com¬ 
petitors in other interna¬ 
tional teams, Bilal was a true 
model of excellence as an 
aerobatics pitot. He had 
helped put Jordan's name on 
the top by representing his 
country and winning in 
international competitions. 

His awards include the 
international championship 
award from Belgium in 
1994, best solo display pilot 
in England’s Big Thunder 
Air Show and best aerobat¬ 
ics pilot in Holland. Belgium 
and Luxembourg in 1995 
and again in 1996. This year 
he repeated his victories in 
England and Germany. He 
had begun ‘participating in 
solo competitions in 1994. 
He felt he was getting close 
to his life's dream, which is 
to win the world champion¬ 


ship for Jordan. 

The four-plane team has 
been representing Jordan in 
many international airshows 
and competitions ever since 
it was formed in 1976. Until 
his sudden death this week, 
the Royal Falcons comprised 
10 members, five of which 
are pilots led by Omar 
Hweij. 

The team next assignment 
was to participate in shows 
later this year in Turkey and 
Italy. Jordan's distinguished 
captain also won the. Al 
Hussein Silver Medal for 
Excellence. . 

His Majesty, King Huss¬ 
ein had expressed his deep¬ 
est sorrow to the family of 
Captain Omar Bilal. He per¬ 
sonally visited them at their 
home, a gesture which was 
much appreciated by the 
bereaved family. Later, King 
Hussein conveyed his condo¬ 
lences to the members of the 
Jordanian Royal Falcons, 
and the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force. His Royal Highness 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid. chief 
chamberlain, attended the 
late Bilal’s funeral on behalf 
of His Majesty. 

The body of Capt. Bilal, 
which was brought back 
from Belgium on Monday, 
was carried by his col¬ 
leagues in the Royal Jorda¬ 
nian Air Force all the way 
from the Royal Guard 
Mosque to the Royal Ceme¬ 
tery where he was buried. 

His funeral was attended 
by members of the Royal 
Family. Chief of the Royal 
Court, several government 
officials, high ranking offi¬ 
cers. and by his colleagues 
in the Jordanian Royal Fal¬ 
cons team, and the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force. 

Belgian King Albert II 
also presented his condo¬ 
lences to the members of the 
Royal Falcons. 

It will be some time, if 
ever, before the true cause of 
the crash will be known. 
Bilal was an experienced 
and capable pilot, respected 
by his peers all over the 
world. ■ 
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Registration for 1997-98 Academic year 
fertile 

Pre-Kg, Kgl, Kg2 & grades 1-9 

will continue from the 
22nd July 1997 
on the school premises, 
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MttnUr of the 


SCHOOL NETWORK 



: jaaasBS 

N THE STAR 3 


Islamists 
maneuver over 
dialogue with 
government 

By a Star Staff Writer 

AFTER WINNING the first round of battle with the govern¬ 
ment, when the latter was forced to accept negotiation. Isla¬ 
mists are seeking to extract more. The Muslim Brotherhood 
aims to dominate any talks with the government by sticking 
to their original demands. 

Abdul Majeed Thuncibat, the Brotherhood's Overseer said 
earlier that negotiations could have started last week, but a 
date for has not been fixed yeL However, the Brotherhood is 
waiting for a backup (boycott decision) from other opposition 
parties, which are yet to forge a united stance. 

Brotherhood spokesman Jameel Abu Baker, a key player 
in the boycott decision, stated that a dialogue must meet most 
of “our conditions.” He stressed that “to reverse our decision, 
we have to reach tangible results to convince ihe people and 
our members." 

The government finds itself obliged to deal with the Broth¬ 
erhood. taking into consideration that it should be completely 
ready for the November parliamentary elections. 

Observers believe that the Islamists arc also obliged to 
play the game with the government, but according to their 
interests, especially after they have gradually.lost popularity. 
This was influenced by their inability to stop the Jordanian- 
Isroeli peace treaty and the failure of opposition parties to 
combat the rapid normalization process with Israel. 

Locally, their image is badly affected by what can be seen 
as neutrality during the bread riots that erupted in the south of 
the country in August, last year. Islamists were officially 
ousted of any accusation of involvement in the last riots. 

What is offered today is four initiatives to smooth the ten¬ 
sion between the Brotherhood and the government. 

Three of those initiative were personal ones by some politi¬ 
cians who wanted to cool down the situation. These were pre¬ 
sented by Former Prime Minister Ahmed ObeidaL. Lower 
House Speaker Sa'd Hayel Al Sroor. and Abdel Raouf Raw- 
abdeh. a leading member in Che National Constitutional Party. 

The fourth initiative was by the moderate-left Democratic 
Unionist Party, and member of the 11-party opposition coali¬ 
tion. However, the Muslim Brotherhood do not show much 
interest in this initiative. 

It is clear that the Brotherhood did not take these initiatives 
seriously. It seems that they were not expecting the govern¬ 
ment to agree on dialogue. Observers argue that the Brother¬ 
hood is determined to boycott, since its conditions are impos¬ 
sible to meet Observers add that any forthcoming dialogue 
between the government and the Islamists will aim at easing 
the tenseness and avoid confrontation between Ihe two sides. 

“The dialogue between the government and the Brother¬ 
hood will be useless, as both have different interests,” said 
Lower House deputy Bassam Al Umoush. a moderate Isla¬ 
mist and a leading member in the Islamic Action From. 

Politicians stress that dealing with the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood’s decision to boycott the elections has caused a political 
dilemma and ihe only way out is for a careful understanding 
of size of the crisis. 

If Islamists and the rest of the opposition stay away from 
parliament, it could will be critical not only for both sides but 
for the country as well. 

Since the Brotherhood has from the begining expressed 
doubts on the honesty of this government to hold the elec¬ 
tions, some politicians suggest that a cabinet reshuffle might 
be imposed to create an exit out of this crisis, and to satisfy 
the Muslim Brotherhood-Such an option is likely to happen, 
according to observers, who take into considerations the 
King's previous call to .separate .powers, between the legisla¬ 
tive, executive And judicial branches of government. ■ 
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| We're treating you to 200 free tickets 
5 on the 20th anniversary of our 
Amman - New York route. 



We've come a long way since July 11,1977 when we first flew between 
Amman and New York. Twenty years, we think, calls foranaD-out 
treat for you. So during the month of July, well be raffling free rounefcrip 
tidois on every flighi on this route fora uxal of 2m winners- Fly Royal 
Jordanian to New Yak and celebrate our anravasary with us. 
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Reflecting the Change. 
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Coming a full circle 

WEDNESDAY'S SUICIDE bomb attacks in a West Jerusalem market, which left 
scores dead and injured, come in the wake of intensive diplomatic activity aimed at 
relaunching the stalled Middle East peace process. The flurry of diplomatic contacts 
included a Palestinian-IsraeLi decision to re-engage in limited peace talks; the visit 
by President Mubarak of Egypt to Damascus and Amman on Tuesday and Israeli 
Foreign Minister's one-day visit to Amman and his meeting with King Hussein, and 
the anticipated visit to the region by US Middle East envoy Dennis Ross. The at¬ 
tacks have succeeded in cutting short the newly found momentum. Mr Ross’ visit 
has been postponed for few more days and during these days much could happen. 

The perpetrators of the bomb attacks may have succeeded in their short-term goal; 
that is to waste any opportunity to breath life into the trailing political process. 
Those extremists are to be found on both sides of the fence. In the past weeks Jewish 
settlers have gone out of their way to challenge and intimidate Palestinians in Gaza, 
Hebron and Jerusalem. 

In the absence of political dialogue, Jewish extremists have managed to impose 
their own agenda on the Israeli government, opening the way for die reversal of the 
peace process and the agreements that bad resulted from it. 

Extremists on the Arab side have also been at work. Their agenda too coincides 
with that of Jewish right-wingers. But while Israel's peace partners have been work¬ 
ing to harness militant forces at home, the Israeli government has been doing its best 
to unleash the evil forces of Jewish settlers and religious right 

It is difficult to point out all those responsible for Wednesday’s carnage. In an 
ironic twist of fate, Israel's hardliners stand to gain die most from yet another surge 
in violence and counter-violence. 

They have warned their government time and again that they will not allow it to 
honor agreements made under the former labor government 

The United States, which was about to dispatch its envoy to the region, has con¬ 
tributed by its indifference, bias and one-sided policies to the rise in frustration and 
anxiety in the Middle East today. His Majesty, the King spoke Wednesday about 
this rising tide which in the end is driving the region towards bloody confrontation. 

To defuse this time-bomb, which keeps blowing in our faces every time there 
seems to be a window of opportunity for the peacemakers to make a come back, the 
Israeli government will have to take its share of responsibility by stemming tbe 
growing influence ©f ite o^RharxMineps and militants. . - - t . • : f 

Netanyahu.s shprt-sfghted'policies of appeasing his militant supporters at the ei-’' 
pense of the peace camp will only result in further killings., _.X -.. 

It is obvious that we have come a full circle since the election of Netanyahu more 
than a year ago. Today the peace process is dying while the Likud-led government 
has failed to provide its citizens with security and peace as promised. So where do 
we go from here? ■ 


Letters to the Editor 


Interesting phenomenon 
To the Editor, 

Stephen Brannon’s article entitled "Picnic cul¬ 
ture hits the road". The Star 24 July, takes me 
back to Cairo where on any Friday one could 
find families picnicing in the center parkway be¬ 
tween the east and west lanes of tbe road leading 
to the airport. Of course, this could be quite a 
dangerous situation as one had to cross at least 
one lane of traffic to get to the parkway. It is 
quite on interesting phenomenon. 

Bonnie J. Connors 
University of Texas 
Austin, TX 
bonniec@maiLutexas.edu 

Abused cars bad for the economy 
To the Editor. 

I have read with interest Osama El-Sherifs ar¬ 
ticle on abused cars. The Star 15 June , 1 must ad¬ 
mit it was an impressive description of a situa¬ 
tion resulting from high import taxes on 
automobiles. Such a high tax will not only result 
in high prices for a daily necessity but it has a 
negative impact on the country’s economy as a 


whole. 

Contrary to what economic policy makers 
claim that high import duties will protect the 
economy through reducing tbe number of auto¬ 
mobiles coming into tbe country and losing hard 
currencies, the economy loses more hard curren¬ 
cy in maintaining tbe junk you mentioned in 
your article in one hand and flooding the country 
with low quality cars. 1 am sure tbe local market 
is now full of cars coming from inexperienced 
and ime putable manufacturers, such cars with 
short life expectancy will end up costing Jorda¬ 
nians more. If I may give you an example—we 
export American made cars u> various parts in 
tbe Middle East—a Chevrolet Caprice with full 
options— say 1994 model, will cost in this mar¬ 
ket around $6000 (about 4000 JDs). 

Such cars may run as much as 250,000 miles 
(400,000 Km) without the need to look at the en¬ 
gine. Any complaint on gasoline? Well the new 
technology makes these cars run at 29 - 30 
miles/gaJkms (about 225 km/20 liters). 

Joe Hickmann 
esen@nvbeB.net, 
Esen Group, LLC 
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National prosperity is 
created not inherited 


By Dima Toukan 

JORDAN’S STRATEGIC lo¬ 
cation will not suffice to make' 
her into a competitive nation. 
Though governmental efforts 
have to be lauded, die jaded 
economy has pot been fully 
able to deliver improved liv¬ 
ing standards to the popula¬ 
tion. The country is still lag¬ 
ging behind in exports, private 
investment,, labor productivity 
and in managing natural re¬ 
sources sustainably. We have 
rightly started by acknowledg¬ 
ing that our policies are ill 
suited to the global economy, 
but we still lack a basic con¬ 
ception of what makes the Jor¬ 
danian citizen and the Jordani¬ 
an product competitive with 
those of other nations. 

How well an economy per¬ 
forms is not an end in itself. 
The same can be said of inter¬ 
national trade whose cardinal 
goal Is to increase the ability 
of people to consume. Meas¬ 
uring this ability is determin¬ 
ing the standard of living of 
the people. On 6 July, ana in 
an article in the Jordan Times. 
Dr Fahed A1 Fanek wrote of a 
structural phenomenon prem¬ 
ising that a high rate of growth 
of the gross domestic product 
does not necessarily translate 
into an improvement of the 
population's standard of liv¬ 
ing. The reason was said to be 
that Jordan is presently imple¬ 
menting an economic adjust¬ 
ment program which, inter 
■alia, curbs private consump¬ 
tion by which standard of liv¬ 
ing is measured. 

Ibis argument seemed to 
square well with that of an ar¬ 
ticle by Michael Porter of the 
Harvard Business ' School 
which was my own muse for 
this present article. Porter 
wrote about The Competitive 
Advantage of Nations. 

In his article, he expounded 
a theory positing that the most 
important target, and if f may 
add duty, of a nation around 
which all other goals orbit is 
-to ameliorate the standard of 
living of its citizens. The abil¬ 
ity to do so hinges on produc¬ 
tivity in which tbe nation’s la- * 
bor and capital are deployed. . 
Productivity (the value of a 
unit of output produced by a 
unit of labor or capital ) de¬ 



pends on the quality and fea¬ 
tures of a product and the effi¬ 
ciency with which it is pro¬ 
duced. To be competitive at 
the national level is to sustain 
an increasing productivity. 
Consequently. Jordan's strate¬ 
gic location which often caus¬ 
es the country to be dubbed 
tbe crossroads or bridge be¬ 
tween three continents is not 
enougb to enable us to com¬ 
pete! 

With a free trade area en¬ 
visaged with the European 
Union in the year 2010, we 
also have to keep in mind that 
international trade and foreign 
investment can both improve 
our productivity as well as 
hamper its improvement Our 
national policies can enable 
national productivity to rise 
by allowing us to specialize in 
those industries where our 
companies are more produc¬ 
tive and to import where our 
companies are less produc¬ 
tive. 

At the same time, interna-' 
tiona! trade and foreign in¬ 
vestment can threaten produc¬ 
tivity growth. This takes 
place because our products 
cannot rise to meet interna¬ 
tional standards of productivi¬ 
ty. To overcome this prob¬ 
lem, the concentration should 
be on those sectors and indus¬ 
tries which are technology 
and skill intensive so as to 
promote high and increasing 
productivity. If we are unable 
to compete in a range of high¬ 


er productivity/high wage in¬ 
dustries, our standard of Irving 
is endangered. 

Following Porter’s argu¬ 
ment, increasing exports be¬ 
cause of low wages and a 
weak currency or depending 
on primary goods as the only 
link to the global economy, 
while at the same time import¬ 
ing sophisticated capital 
goods, can still achieve a bal¬ 
ance in trade or 1 even a sur¬ 
plus. but it will lower the na¬ 


tion’s standard of living. In 
other words, the Issue is not 
-increasing exports or creating - 
jobs, but rather the type of ex¬ 
ports and jobs, ■. 

.. Porter maintains that inter¬ 
national advantage is concen¬ 
trated in a few industries or 
segments of industries. Con¬ 
centrating on the economy as 
a whole will only' help to de¬ 
plete our limited resources. 
For example, why not enter¬ 
tain the idea that hying to pro¬ 
mote agriculture in Jordan is 
not a very good idea in itself. 
It will be extremely bard to 
achieve ' competitiveness in 
this sector for so many reasons 
foremost among them is our 
water shortage problem. To 
reach a high standard of liv¬ 
ing, only exports which are 
able to compere international¬ 
ly must be promoted. 

Porter’s main postulation is 
that sustaining productivity 
growth, necessitates that an 
economy continuously up¬ 
grade itself through innova¬ 
tion. This is amply the art 
and talent of presenting at one 
time the best of services or 
products which no one else is 
able to present Innovation 
does riotxaH for major chang¬ 
es or technological break¬ 
throughs. Its spectrum ranges 


from adding a few desirable 
features to a product, to pro¬ 
ducing the same product more 
efficiently. 

The other side of the coin 
and ai the receiving end is the 
local consumer. His own taste 
must be upgraded. Demand¬ 
ing buyers are able to pressure 
companies to innovate faster. 
The home market is then able 
to send companies clear sig¬ 
nals of its demands and to an¬ 
ticipate changes in the demand 
within tbe international mar¬ 
ket. 

What the Harvard Professor 
means to say is that classical 
theory of comparative advan¬ 
tage calling for economies to 
concentrate on segments or in¬ 
dustries which utilize as inputs 
those factors of production 
they possess in abundance, is 
being sidestepped by another 
theory which calls for continu¬ 
ous innovation and upgrading 
of those specific segments or 
industries which possess on in¬ 
ternational advantage. So why 
not Finally consider that ‘na¬ 
tional prosperity is created, not 
inherited’! ■ 

Dima Toukan is a Jordanian 
researcher and writer spe¬ 
cializing in international re¬ 
lations. 
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Qatar determined to go 
ahead with Mena summit 


d 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The Emir of 
Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Khafifa 
Al Than!, has restated his determi¬ 
nation to live up to international ob¬ 
ligations by holding the Middie East 
and North African Economic Sum¬ 
mit (Mena) in Doha in November. 
In an interview published in Ku¬ 
wait’s Al Rai Al Am newspaper, the 
Emir said Qatar is determined to 
press ahead with the summit. Ex¬ 
cerpts follow: 


On the international level, we thank 
God that our relations are good and 
we deal with all on the basis of mutu¬ 
al interest and co-operation to lay 
down the sound basis for international 
relations in order to protect the securi¬ 
ty and stability of our region. We 
firmly believe that such relations most 
be based on the non-interference 
in others’ 


sons or will yon continue forceful¬ 
ly, as yon began? 

. Our decisions have been tbe fruit of 
study and were based on the convic¬ 
tion that freedom of information was 
necessary to support the process of 
development We do not expea our 
social life, our ' way . of 

thinking 


On the second anniversary of 
your accession, how do you evaluate 
the policy which you have adopted 
locally, regionally, on the Arab and 
international levels? 

We are satisfied with the policy 
which we adopted on the local, re¬ 
gional, Arab and international lev¬ 
els. Locally, we spare no effort to 
set np the sound basis for the mod¬ 
ern state. We concentrate on mak¬ 
ing optimal use of God's bounty 
to us. the oil and gas. In this re¬ 
gard, we follow a studied, clear 
policy. 1 drink that we have 
gone a long way in this direc¬ 
tion. Further, we focus on edu¬ 
cation which we consider as 
one of the most important ele¬ 
ments that will help us in car¬ 
rying out our plans toward a 
better future for our people. 
Development needs enlight¬ 
ened minds, and here comes 
tbe role of education. Be¬ 
sides, we are proceeding 
slowly towards popular par¬ 
ticipation so that the citizen 
will take part in carrying out 
tbe resjfjnsibitity of his 
coon cry. 

On the regional level, we 
are for closer relations 
among Gulf countries. Se¬ 
curity and stability in tbe 
region needs clear and 
sound relations among coun¬ 
tries. Hence, we follow a pol¬ 
icy of co-operation with all, 
to the benefit of our common 
interests. 

On die Arab level, our poli¬ 
cy is dean we are for real 
Arab, solidarity and for the 
peace process to restore the 
rights that people have been deprived 
of.' We also support our Palestinian 
brethren and their persistent efforts to 
recover their legitimate rights, which 
are recognized by tbe' international 
community, including their right to 
holy Jerusalem and to an independent 
Palestinian state. 



internal affairs and- on foil respect for 
the national sovereignty, security and 
stability of all. 

Qatar is witn esring a trend of so¬ 
cial as well as information opes- 
ness. Wfll yon pursue this trend 
carefully, fearful of social repere na - 


and expression to remain , frozen. 1 
think tbe Gulf citizen has reached a 
stage of maturity that allows and qual¬ 
ifies him to' enjoy the trust of offi-' 
dais. Every citizen must have the wis¬ 
dom and understanding that protects 
him at anything that nu» contrary Jo 
Iris religions values, traditions and 


norms. I do not think that an informa¬ 
tion blackout should be imposed on 
him. The citizen must be allowed to 
hear and watch what is happening 
around him. We have a great trust in 
him. 

Do yon expect the consultative ex¬ 
perience in Qatar to evolve toward 
an election-parliamentary formula, 
and would the Kuwait experience 
be a useful example? : 

Our recent decision to conduct mo- 
' nicipal elections was based upon our 
conviction that there is a need for 
popular participation. I hope that this 
stage will be conducive to advanced 
democratic developments. We also 
believe in tbe participation of individ- 
tfals in the developriient process. Con¬ 
cerning tbe Kuwait experience as an 
example, I think that.every country 
has its own circumstances. This does 
not mean that we cannot learn, from 
the democratic .experience of Kuwait, 
which is a successful one... an experi¬ 
ence that we respect and appreciate. 
And popular participation is coming. 

- - It' is said that' Qatar does not 
stand in line with other Golf states. 
It has strong relations with Iraq, 
Iran and Israel, "whereas the Gulf 
consensus Is for slow development 
of relations with these. What is the 
position of Qatar’s relations with 
the three countries at present, espe¬ 
cially after foe Arab, foreign minis¬ 
ters duririnn to freeze the normali¬ 
zation process with Israel? 

The position of Qatar is very clear. 
As concerning Iraq, we support the in¬ 
ternational resolutions. We supported 
oar brethren in Kuwait when it was 
occupied. Now we support attempts to 
lift the suffering of tbe Iraqi people. 
The Iraqi people deserve assistance 
from their brethren in these difficult 
circumstances. 

Iran is a Muslim state and a neigh¬ 
bor with which we have good rela¬ 
tions. Iran has a regional role that can¬ 
not- be ignored.- We hope that Iran- 
Gulf relations win improve to the bea- 
• efir-of theregicn.. 

Concerning- Israel, we welcomed, 
Tax did Arab countries which-partici- 
patisd in the. Madrid Conference, the 
principles upon which the conference 
was based and which led to the 
process.'We adopted tbe initiative of 
opening a dialogue with Israel. Qatar 
Ins -announced the freezing of the 
opezring.of a : trade office m Tel Aviv 

Continued on page 6 
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: •: The number of oper- 

iiatibg films in die 
'Amman Industrial City 
"reached 340 at a JD 
>316.8 million. A report 
by the Industrial Estates 
yCorpy shows that the 

• Engineering sector. 
: . winch includes metal and 
' ; ftl&trical industries, 
7rank$ first with SO firms. 

' -The investment volume 

stands at JD 140 million 
“Creating 3279 job oppor¬ 
tunities. The investment 

- growth rate in all sectors 
is 14% compared with 

* dm, of.-J995. The report 
7-fteo shows that during 

1996 some industrial 
^establishments 
:-.'expanded at a volume of 
'.ID, 3.6 million creatine 
£206jobs. 

v- Al Hassan IndustriaJ 
;:City mlrbid. attracted 53 
-"'■industries at a capital of 
more than JD 52 million. 
This created 1822 jobs. 
•111:1996 the number of 
-' tfie new firms in AI Has¬ 
san IndustriaJ City was 
eight creating more 465 
job opportunities. Last 
. year, the number of per¬ 
sonnel in Amman and Al 
Hassan industrial cities 
reached 15338. The 
report shows that the 

- number of the Arab and 
..foreign investments in 

Amman Industrial City is 
71 firms at a capital of 
JD 132.2 million which 
created 2600 job oppor¬ 
tunities. This number in 
A) Hassan Industrial city 
reached 14 firms at JD 
28.7 million creating 
1238 job opportunities. 
However, the Industrial 
Estates Corp., has since 
18 April lost year begun 
an ambitious develop¬ 
ment plan for the year 
2000 to establish more 
industrial cities in 
Jordan. 


■ Moving on to reorga¬ 
nize and put their house 
in order the United Arab 
International Insurance 
Company agreed to 
merge with the Al Yar- 
mouk Insurance and Re¬ 
insurance Co. the merger 
will be finalized by 1 
October. This merger 
will 'make -the. combined;:? 
capital ofthe two corpga-/ 
tries JD -2 million. How-;x 
ever, other -sources 
expect the shareholder’s 
rights to increase to JD 4 
million. 


■ The 2nd Comprehen¬ 
sive Housing Exhibition 
is taking place this week 
at the Amman Interna¬ 
tional Car Show. About 
37 Jordanian companies 
are taking part. On dis¬ 
play there are construc¬ 
tion and housing materi¬ 
als, including central 
heating and air condi¬ 
tioning equipment. 
Kitchen ware, furniture, 
tile and ceramics. 
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Can it be repatriated 


AMMAN (Star)—The issue of 
capital flight outside the coun¬ 
try is today the center of inter¬ 
est by experts. 

Government officials stress 
that urgent steps need to be tak¬ 
en to reverse this trend, attract 
investments and employ it for 
the benefit of the economy. 

According to latest statistics, 
the size of Jordanian invest¬ 
ments abroad is about S6 bil¬ 
lion. But some argue that there 
are still many undisclosed ac¬ 
counts of a large number of 
Jordanians abroad. 

But Deputy Prime Minister 
for Development Affairs, Dr 
Jawad Ananj estimates Jordani¬ 
an investments outside the 
Kingdom in foreign banks to 
be between $3-4 billion. How¬ 
ever. this is contradicted by 
Minister of Labor Dr Saleh 
Khasawneb who relaying on 
American estimates puts the 
figure at $6 billion. 

Another official figure is 
presented. Planning Ministry's 
Secretary General Dr Abdel 
Razzak Bani Hani puts Jordani¬ 
ans' external deposits at $5 
billion. 

Those officials, though, dif¬ 
ferent on defining the real size 
of the “capital flight” all agree 
that a way must be found to get 


these investments back. 

Some experts argue that 
these funds fled from Jordan 
because of many focal and re¬ 
gional factors such as: 

I The unstable situation, 
due to the no-peace no war 
state in the region. 

I The fluctuating economic 
conditions and lack of attrac¬ 
tive investment climate and in¬ 
centives. 

■ The lack of more econom¬ 
ic openness. 

However, they continue to 
say that all the above men¬ 
tioned were temporary and 
don't exist anymore. 

They stress that Jordan has 
been following a successful ec¬ 
onomic restructuring program 
since 1989 in co-operation with 
the - International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). Jordan will soon 
launch a new economic era and 
by next year, will start to reap 
the fruits of this program to 
achieve greater prosperity. 

This indeed, experts argue, 
could be a motive to get mi¬ 
grant capital back. But the 
question is how can this be 
brought about? 

The solution is simply to get 
rid of routine measures, be¬ 
come more flexible, provide 
better facilities and let these 


AVY.>. 


that their capi- 
tal is safe and * 
secure, accord- * / 

ing to Dr Ana- /■„ 

ni. “ rf 

Trade and 

Industry Minis- . 

ter. Dr Hani Al .* ^ 

Mulki. says . 

that we must \ 

have more 

openness, 

greater compe- 

tition and mini- 

mal govern- 

mem NjgjBF 

intervention. 

“If we speak 

about Hberali- “ 1 

ration of pric- 
es. then we are L > 
encouraging •*" W- 

capital “to «t»~ 

come back.” Al 
Mulki says. 

One of the re¬ 
main factors to ^- 

attract outside 
capital is to maintain political 
stability, and secure a high 
rate of profitability for inves¬ 
tors coupled with the lowest 
risk, Mr Khasawneh says. 

But still he puts the blame 
on the attitude of the investor. 

This means that even if 
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there is an encouraging and at¬ 
tractive climate and the inves¬ 
tor continues to be uncon¬ 
vinced. then this is useless. 

This implies that capital 
goes where profitability is 
warranted at the lowest level 
of risk. 


Local firm becomes representative 
ofDDB International 


IDEA (Fikra) INTERNATIONAL for 
Advertising and Design Co., and DDB 
International signed a representative 
agreement DDB International is the 
fourth biggest advertising company in 
the world, and the first in the USA. 

Hie company, which has 11,000 em¬ 
ployees. makes an annual turnover of 
$10 billion and has 83 offices all over 
the world. 

The company has been awarded the 
first prize for creativity by internation¬ 
al advertising companies for the last 
six years. 

IDEA International was established 
:in January this year with top .level ad¬ 
vertising staff. Mrs Rana Hamameh 
- Jddeh,; ■ the . , first s'\yai^an. 7Wiid^teis 


■/> 


-Jordan, and Mrs Reema Karaam' are re- 
sponsible for the creative department 

Both worked in .design and advertis¬ 
ing for the last 12 years. In a short time 
Fikra was able to achieve a great deal 
gaining the confidence of the biggest 
companies in Jordan. It now has ac¬ 
counts with companies like Jabri, and 
Jordan Clothes Co.. CJC. 

However, the importance of this 
agreement stems from the fact that 
DDB believes, that the employees of 
its sister companies in any country 


should also be nationals of that country. 

Mr Suleiman Matouq, general man¬ 
gers of Idea International says that 
DDB's excellent experience in adver¬ 
tising alongside with Fikra’s experi¬ 


ence and enthusiasm will all lead to a 
real change in advertising in Jordan, 
that is a new creative achievement in 
this field. ■ 


BritishBank launches its guaranteed 
Capital Investment Bonds 


BRITISHBANK announced 
the launch of its Guaranteed 
Capital Investment Bond 
(GCIB). The Bond offers 
investors the opportunity to 
share in the growth of the 
European and _ ■ 


guarantee reassuring inves¬ 
tors that whatever amount is 
invested, they will receive the 
full amount invested back at 
the end of investment period, 
whatever the performance of 


markets comprising equal 
weightings of the French. 
German and Swiss stock mar¬ 
kets with 100 percent of the 
growth of the basket Index 
added to the 100 percent capi- 
_ tal guarantee. 


Asian stock 
markets while 
at the same 

time deliver- |ST| 

ing a high 

degree of TheBritis 

security over 
the original 

amount -- 

invested. - • 

John Pascoe, CEO, said, 
“GCIB offers a choice 
between “European Growth’ 
and "Asian Growth”. The 
European Growth option car¬ 
ries a foil 100 percent capital 


BritishBank 


The British Bark of the Middle East 


the stock market. 

In addition to the capital 
guarantee, the European 
Growth option links invest¬ 
ment to the performance of a 
“basket" of European stock 


Alternative! 
y. investors 
can choose 
Lhe Asian 
growth option 
which carries 
a 95 percent 
capital guar- 

- anree and 

links invest¬ 
ment to a "basket" of Asian 
stock markets comprising 
equal weighting of the Hong 
Kong and Singapore stock 
markets. Investors will 
receive 75% of the growth of 
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Mr Bani Hani. who is also a 
professor of economics at Yar- 
mouk University points to an¬ 
other important factor. He at¬ 
tributes the flight of local 
capital to the incoherence or 
imbalance between the course 
of the social infrastructure and 
the legislative, financial and 
economic one. This hindered- 
die first course from coping 
with local, regional and global 
economic developments. 

However. Bani Hani is opti¬ 
mistic that all these obstacles 
can be removed and the mi¬ 
grant capital can be reslored in 
the light of reaping the divi¬ 
dends of the economic restruc¬ 
turing programme. 

However, prominent eco¬ 
nomic expen Dr Fahed Al Fa- 
nek tackles the issue from a 
different angle. 

He says that the stated fig¬ 
ure of $6 billion is exaggerat¬ 
ed. Al Fanek adds that the real 
size of Jordanian deposits in 


foreign banks is no more than 
$2 billion, based on schedules 


published by the IMF. 


the basket Index added to the 
955 capital guarantee." 

Invest mem will be for a 
three year fixed term (38 
monLhs) and the minimum 
investment is $5,000 for each 
option. 

GCIB will be available for 
a strictly limited period clos¬ 
ing on 14 August 1997. This 
will be the first issue of the 
bond available in Jordan but 
the sixth to he issued in the 
region. GCIB I. which linked 
investment to the performance 
of the US stock markeL via the 
S&P 500 Index for US dollar 
investors and the UK stock 
market via the FT-SE 100. 

Index for sterling investors 
is due to mature during the 
launch period of GCIB VI on 
25 July 1997. With the 
growth stabilisation feature 
included within these Bonds 
which averages the level of 
the Indices during the final 12 
months of the term to deter¬ 
mine the final return. US dol¬ 
lar investors may expect to 
receive a return of at least 55 
percent in addition to the 
return of their full initial 
investment whilst the return 
for sterling investors will be 
at least 26 percent. 

BritishBank is the largest 
and most widely represented 
international bank in the Mid¬ 
dle East with 30 branches 
throughout the UAE. Oman. 
Bahrain. Jordan and Lebanon, 
an offshore banking unit in 
Bahrain and a representative 
office in Palestine. 

The extensive regional cov¬ 
erage is enhanced by its asso¬ 
ciates. Saudi British Bank and 
the Egyptian British Bank. In 
addition to its Middle Eastern 
network the bank has 
branches in Mumbai. Trivan¬ 
drum. and Baku, Azerbaijan, 
h also has Private Banking 
operations in London and 
Geneva. ■ 


But Ai Fanek argues that 
these investments cannot be 
considered as "flights," as they 
originally do not go out from 
Jordan. '■* 

There are aboqt 300,000 
Jordanian expatriates working 
outside (in the Gulf or Eu¬ 
rope...) and if added to their 
families they increase to 
800,000. This means that 
about one fifth of Jordanian in¬ 
habitants are outside.” Al Fa¬ 
nek argues. 

Of course, those have big 
accounts abroad and a good 
example of this is the tempo¬ 
rary prosperity which the 
country experienced after 
1990, when returnees were 
withdrawing sums from their 
deposits abroad, just before the 
1993 economic recession. 

However. Al Fanek says 
that attracting these invest¬ 
ments or at least some of them, 
is not impossible though it is 
difficult. What is needed from 
Jordan is to compete with Eu¬ 
ropean countries and others in 
order to restore its funds as 
deposits for non-residents. ■ 
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Real estate market witnesses stable 
prosperity 


TODAY. IT is the mm of the real estate sectoj. With little 
prospect for a massive upturn in the economy, it. more than 
any other sectors, is having a rough ride. 

Since 1990, land prices in Jordan saw a shaip hike. Many 
returnees who came back from the Gulf (after the Gulf wan 
preferred to invest in buildings or houses. Some also 
invested their capital in development and industrial projects. 
This naturally affecred land prices which increased sharply 
at that time. However, since 1995. interest in buying land 
weakened and most people opted to deposir their funds in 
banks, for the securiiy of receiving a stable income, rather 
than running the risk of building or even sharing in a con¬ 
struction project. 

So, land prices fluctuated. This of course, is mainly influ¬ 
enced by other regional developments. After the signing of 
the peace treaty between the Israelis and the Palestinians, 
the latter were hopeful of going back to their homeland and 
stay there. Some managed to stay, build and invest in certain 
projects. 

During this time, land prices in Jordan slightly went 
down. But. in the light of Israel’s hardline policy to block 
any further co-operation among the three main partners in 
peace (Jordan, Palestine and Israel), people tended to be 
more careful and uncertain about the fate of their invest¬ 
ments in buildings or in land. However the government is 
always seeking outlets for many economic problems by 
embarking on measures to encourage local. Arab and for¬ 
eign investments. 

Investors see the prices, though seen as high by some 
observers, to be apt and encouraging compared with estate 
prices in the world. 

It is most common to see construction movement concen¬ 
trated in areas close to airports. The area situated between 
the capita] and the Queen Alia Airport is expected to see a 
noticeable construction movement (including housing and 
commercial complexes), according to engineer Hazem Sha- 
heen, director of the Philadelphia Group for Managerial 
Consultants: He added that this area today is the center for 
touristic investments such as hotels and clubs. 

Some land dealers are also optimistic. They expect land 
prices in Aqaba to go up by 40 percent per dunum. This is 
encouraged by the government's plan to transfer the city 
into a free trade zone. 

The city will see a real estate boom which could consoli¬ 
date its economic importance, not only in Jordan and ihe 
region, but also in Ihe world. 

The Public Housing and Urban Development Corp-, is 
taking steps to reform the housing sector in order to give the 
private sector a more active role and hold joint ventures to 
build housing units for the less privileged. These measures 
also include amending the Rent Law which defines the rela¬ 
tion between the owner and lodger. 

The Second Housing Show which was opened lately is an 
opportunity for people lo be directly acquainted with the lat¬ 
est construction techniques used in building housing units 
and for contractors and construction companies to promote 
their services and products. 

Summer is a good time for this show, as the organizers 
are expecting a huge number of visitors to go to the event. ■ 


Al Quds Co. established 
at $100 million 


THE FINAL creation of the AI Quds Construction and Invest¬ 
ment (Holding) Co. was declared at a capital of $100 million. 
Until last week. $60 million of the capital was covered by 300 
subscribers. This was announced in a meeting of its general 
assembly headed by the Chairman of the Arab Bank, Abdul 
Majeed Shoman. 

The company is being established to finance real estate invest¬ 
ment projects in Jerusalem and renew the city's buildings and 
archaeological sites. Diis step aims to counter the Judization of 
the holy city and combat Israeli policy to dismantle the Islamic 
and Arab identity of Jerusalem. 

A national gathering was convened in Amman last April to 
raise funds for the founding of the company. It was attended by 
Palestinian. Jordanian. Gulf and other Arab investors, who 
showed much enthusiasm for the idea. 

Among the shareholders are: Abdul Majeed Shoman, Munib 
AJ Masri, Hasseeb AI Sabbagh. Sabeeh Al Masri and Saudi 
Prince AJ Waked Bin Talal. 

Shoman expects the company’s capital, if more Arab countries 
provide greater funds, to reach as high as $500 million. He 
stressed the importance ofthe official declaration of Lhe company, 
as it coincides with the new aggression on Jerusalem after the 
Israeli municipality approved a plan to build a new settlement in 
the heart of the holy city. This, according to Shoman, is a provo¬ 
cation to Arab and Islamic feelings. ■ 
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By Barton Gellman 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Israeli and Palestinian negotia¬ 
tors announced a partial re¬ 
sumption of their broken-down 
talks last Monday after four 
months in which negotiations 
halted entirely. 

Accompanied by a vigorous 
handshake between Israeli For¬ 
eign Minister Davt'd Levy and 
Palestinian Planning Minister 
Nabil Shaath, the announce¬ 
ment was the first hint of dip¬ 
lomatic movement since talks 
foundered in March. 

Even so, it was a modest 
step. The two sides have 
agreed to talk again only about 
the considerable list of mutual 
promises already made and not 
kept The larger issues of a po¬ 
litical settlement between them 
are still reserved for "perma¬ 
nent status” talks that have yet 
to begin and are now more 
than a year behind schedule. 

Palestinians are unwilling to 
proceed with those talks while 
Israel makes major changes in 
the population makeup of the 
West Bank and East Jerusa¬ 
lem. both captured from Jor¬ 
dan in the 1967 Middle Easi 



War. In particular, the two 
sides have found no answer to 
the dispute that began with Is¬ 
rael’s groundbreaking for a 
new neighborhood to house 
30.000 Jews in a section of 


East Jerusalem called Jabal 
Abu Gheneim by Arabs and 
now called Har Homa by Israe¬ 
li Jews. 

According to officials and 
diplomats, the Clinton adminis¬ 


tration has proposed various 
forms of a freeze on new settle¬ 
ment construction as pan of a 
package deal to resume lull 
diplomatic talks. Prime Minis¬ 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, who 


Algeria 

Top man, alive or dead? 


By Roula Kfaalaf 


THE MYSTERY over whether Mr An- 
tar Zouabri. Algeria's most wanted ter¬ 
rorist, is alive or dead accurately re¬ 
flects the confusion that surrounds 
information about the country’s five- 
year-longperiod of political violence. 

Local newspapers this week head¬ 
lined news of a big army offensive 
which they said had cut off the 26- 
year-old man who is believed to lead 
Algeria’s Islamist armed groups, 
known as the G1A. 

Newswire services and one local 
paper, quoting unamed security offi¬ 
cials. reported last week that Mr Zoua¬ 
bri had been killed. Yet the Algerian 
government has not confirmed the sto¬ 
ries. and people claiming lo have tics 
to the GIA in London say reports of 
Mr Zouabri’s death are fiction. This 
will become clear "in a couple of 
weeks," they say. 

Algeria’s army-backed government 
tightly controls security information, 
and while newspapers are periodically 
allowed to publish stories of atrocities 
and killings of members of armed 
groups, casualties among government 
security forces are never mentioned. 

Stories in the mostly anti-Islamist 
local press often have some grounding 
in reality, and the information is often 
derived from security officials. Bui be¬ 
cause reporters an: often unable inde¬ 
pendently to check information, and 
competition over reports on violence is 
fierce, details can be unreliable or ex¬ 
aggerated. Reports that leaders of the 
GIA have been killed have often 


emerged in newspapers, but later 
turned out to be untrue. 

Reports that the Algerian army has 
this month launched a military cam¬ 
paign against armed groups in Hattat- 
ha. some 80km south-west of Algiers, 
have been confirmed by visitors to the 
region. Newspapers, however, have 
provided conflicting accounts of the 
number of deaths. 

U is also impossible to confirm how 
many members of the armed groups 
have been surrounded. "The forested 
mountain where the siege is taking 
place is on the edge of Blida province, 
which lies in the "triangle of death" 
where many massacres have taken 
place. The mountain is said to be the 
hideout of a group headed by Mr Zoua¬ 
bri, which the government blames for 
the killings 

The elimination of Mr Zouabri in 
this offensive would no doubt mark a 
coup for the Algerian authorities, who 
are never tire of claiming that the vio¬ 
lence is firmly controlled, only to be 
faced with a flurry of civilian massa¬ 
cres and bomb explosions. 

Some analysts say his death would 
also signal a move towards stabilisa¬ 
tion of the Algerian conflict, which has 
already claimed more than 60,000 
lives, especially since it follows the re¬ 
lease of two leaders of Ihe Islamic Sal¬ 
vation Front (FIS), the party which 
was about to win the 1992 elections 
when they were cancelled by the army. 

The FIS has now taken a conciliato¬ 
ry line towards the authorities and has 
been calling for negotiations. 

It has repeatedly condemned the acts 


of the GIA. which it says are manipu¬ 
lated by the authorities, and claims that 
some of the massacres taking place in 
remote villages can be ascribed to re¬ 
prisals and acts of banditry aiming to 
drive people off a fertile land. 

There are two reasons why pinning 
too much hope for Algeria on Mr 
Zouabri’s death, if confirmed, might 
be misleading. 

First he would be at least the sixth 
leader of the GIA to be replaced. Mr 
Zouabri took over as head of a main 
armed group only in July 1996. after 
Mr Djamel Zitouni, his predecessor, 
was killed by a rival armed group. 

Second, so little reliable information 
is available on the GIA that it is not 
clear what Mr Zouabri actually con¬ 
trols. Analysts believe the GIA to tic a 
nebulous collection of shadowy armed 
groups, that do not all respond lo a sin¬ 
gle leadership. New names of groups 
appear periodically, only to disappear a 
few months later. 

The government has promoted the 
idea of the GIA as feuding collection 
of disorganised groupings and says the 
escalation in violence in the past year 
can be attributed to internal struggles 
among various armed groups, who at¬ 
tack each other's families. 

Yet, the government has also al¬ 
lowed newspapers this week to propa¬ 
gate the notion that the GIA was hold¬ 
ing a "congress" in Hattarba to plan 
future strategy when it suddenly found 
itself under attack by the army. ■ 


has dispatched adviser Uzi 
Arad and cabinet secretary 
Danny Naveh to Washington, 
is unwilling to accept the US 
proposals. 

Immediately after Naveh's 
return last week. Netanyahu 
summoned three top American 
Jewish leaders—Mel Solberg 
and Malcolm A. Hoeniein of 
the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organ¬ 
izations and Howard Kohr of 
the American Israel Public Af¬ 
faire Committee CAIPACI—in 
what aides described as an at¬ 
tempt to blunt pressures from 
the Clinton administration. Ne¬ 
tanyahu told them, one official 
said, (hat (he US proposals are 
unacceptable and that it is im¬ 
portant for the administration 
and Congress to know "what 
this government con do and 
what it cannot do." 

Stymied on the larger prob¬ 
lems. American mediators have 
focused on addressing the col¬ 
lapse of trust between Netanya¬ 
hu and Palestinian leader Yas¬ 
ser Arafat. They have urged 
each side to begin with small 
confidence-building steps to re¬ 
store a sense of shared purpose 
to their talks. j 

last Monday's meeting fit 
that mold. , 

In coming days. Levy and 
Shaath announced, working 
groups will resume meeting to ; 
resolve details of previous 
agreements on (he opening of a 
Palestinian airport and seaport 
in Gaza, the creation of “safe 
passages" for Palestinians 
through Israeli territory be¬ 
tween the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, and the release of thou¬ 
sands of Palestinian prisoners 
in Israeli jails. 

Shaath also gave public and 
private assurances that the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority, which ad¬ 
ministers * the self-governing 
portions of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, will act vigorously 
against violence directed at Is¬ 
rael. He did not mention the re¬ 
building of previously close 
lies between Israeli and Pales¬ 
tinian security establishments, 
but it has been the Israeli posi¬ 
tion that such intelligence- 
sharing is essential to block ter- 
. rorisi plans. 

Monday's handshake followed 
weeks of quiet contacts in 
which Arafat gave Shaath, a 
deal maker and conciliator, the 
central role, replacing for the 
moment his firebrand chief ne¬ 
gotiator Saeb Erekat. 

Levy told Shaath that his 
government will not permit 
construction now of still an¬ 
other new Jewish neighborhood 
in East Jerusalem, which the Je¬ 
rusalem municipality approved 
last Thursday. The construction 
project at Ras Amoud. east of 
the Temple Mount and south of 
the Mount of Olives, was in 
any case suspended pending a 
legal appeal. ■ 
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Mrs Avital Bar-Or lakes the Number 5 bus in Je¬ 
rusalem and knows she must sit at the back. The 
bus cuts through one of the city’s most ultra- 
Orthodox districts, where segregation between 
men and women is the norm, even in certain 
shops. 

An informal segregation has existed for some 
time on this route, with the Haredim, or ultra - 
Orthodox men. sitting in the front, the women at 
the back. 

But in a recent decision, the transport minis¬ 
try. headed by an Orthodox minister, introduced 
a pilot scheme in Bnei Brak, near Tel Aviv, 
whereby women must enter the bus only from 
the back and men from the front. 

The scheme is soon to be implemented in cer¬ 
tain parts of Jerusalem also. 

“The Haredim requested this so that the wom¬ 
en will not have to walk past the men .' 1 said Mr 
Avnir Ovadia. of the transport ministry. 

“The men will not have to see the women.-.l 
feel we have to give a service to the Haredim. 
They are the ones who use public transport the 
most," he said. 

The decision has angered liberal groups. Ms 
Yael Dayan, a leading member of the opposition 
Labour Party, described the decision, as “disas¬ 
trous". 

“The public buses are being segregated. If the 
Haredim want segregation they should have their 
own private buses and not impose this illegal act 
on public transportation. We must not allow the 
Haredim to monopolise our lives,” she said. 

Mr Yitzhak Kagan of Dan, the public bus net¬ 
work. insisted that the pilot projects would be 
confinedhto ultra-Orthodox districts, though non- 
religious people have to travel along these 
routes. * 

But academics believe that Ihe bus segrega¬ 
tion is symptomatic of a deepening polarisation 
in Israel. 

"There is a real struggle taking place between 
the Haredim and the secular community.” said 
Mr Moshe lissak, sociology professor at the He¬ 
brew University. 

"It is growing all the rime. The case of the 
buses shows how deep this trend is." 

But the struggle over the identity of Israel is 
no longer confined to the country itself. 

With the religious parties making up a third of 
the cabinet ied by Mr Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
prime minister, they have opened one of the 
most divisive of debates and one that is also af¬ 
fecting Jews worldwide. 

They have tried to make it legally binding that 
only those Jews converted by an Orthodox Rab¬ 
bi as opposed to a liberal Reform or Conserva¬ 
tive Rabbi and who adhere to strict rituals of 


dress, earing, marriage, and funerals, i 

Jews in the diaspora, especially in 
law would mean that many would lose-■D.gg&foi- 
rights in Israel since they would not beregjtf&dj^ 
as Jews in the eyes of the Orthodox. - . 

Although Mr Netanyahu recently* ^ 

temporary compromise on this issue. Jews 
US are no longer prepared to remain silen^ttt^t ^ .^v 

the future direction of Israel. _ 

Mr Stanley Gold, president of SoamnxX:^, 
Holdings and outgoing chairman of ^r&£e:. 
tael's largest industrial conglomerate, said earifc 
er this month that any change in the conveiwar ;.v 
status quo would move Israel from a oemocrtb^. 
cy to a theocracy* 1 ''-'‘.''•'•iS'T- 

“The ultra-Orthodox want to determine ^wnq .. 
can become a Jew would follow that Muld gpv^^’. 
em "anything from driving on Shabtiath to worn- . 
en’s clothing to Big Macs, increasingly restrict-^ 
ing the lifestyles of secular Israelis 
demeaning the ceremonies of other Jewish 
tions." . v:. ; 

Such developments are already takin g plag e.„ 
Anyone driving a car aiong certain streets InO/ ... 
Jerusalem during the Sabbath risks being staned; Vy 
Any Reform Jews praying os a group close to * 
the Wailing Wall, the Jews’ holiest site, risk be-^ s^- 
ing beaten up and having excrement thrown af /A { 
them by the Haredim. as happened last month., 

As Mr Gold reminded his audience in Jerosa- : ' 
lem. there was "no police investigation and not -.' 
one member of the government condemned the 
behaviour. If the attackers had been Arab instead;; / 
of Haredim, would the police and government; -: 
officials behave in this same way? Of course;.../ 

•_ •_ . — 

US Jews believe Israel’s secular communUytSr/^ 
too passive to the growing power of the Hare-" 
dim. ; ..... 

They make up 10 percent of the population.... 
and receive $2 billion a year from taxpayers . ■. 
fund their schools and political organisations. .' . 
even though they do not recognise the state of Is- 
rael or serve in the army. ' * 

“If the Israeli people do not rise up. these ex-- i 
tremists will become more emboldened.” said - 
Mr Gold, arguing that "Jews and investors'- 
around the world will increasingly turn away. /; • 
Unless you hold these Ayatollahs in check. 
rael will lose the confidence of most ouetidein- .-. 
vestors,” Mr Gold said. a 

This was one of the reasons behind Mr Netan- W ; 
yahu’s decision to forge a temporary cdmpTO: . - 
mise over the conversion law. But Mr Gokf.s :. 
supporters believe the haltle to protect ahtfitur- ; ' 1 - 
ture Israel's democratic traditions has only he^ . - , 

gun. ■ . ' ‘-'/i; .' 
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Continued from page 4 

following the Arab decision to 
Freeze the normalization pro¬ 
cess with Israel. Now. after the 
Israeli government has 
changed its positive position 
towards the peace process, we 
urge the countries which 
adopted the peace process to 
take a more effective position 
to restore the process to the 
right path, taking into consid¬ 
eration the need to restore for 
our Palestinian brethren their 
full rights, and to preserve the 
Arab nature of Jerusalem 
which belongs to all Arabs and 
Muslims. 


Qatar determined to go 



Thurs. 


ahead with Mena summit 


■-Mm 




The decision to hold the 
Middle East and North Afri¬ 
ca summit conference in 
Doha is irrevocable. Has Syr¬ 
ia asked you to postpone the 
summit? 

We are intent on fulfilling 
our international commitment 
as regards the holding of the 
MENA summit in Doha. But 
concerning our brethren in 
Syria, it is a fact that they have 
not taken pan in the previous 
three summits. Their non¬ 
participation in the Doha 
MENA is a position that we 
understand well and respect. 


story measures such as boy¬ 
cotting the next GCC sum¬ 
mit in Kuwait? 

Things must not be mixed 
up. the Gulf summits concern 
members of a regional organi¬ 
zation that has its own founda¬ 
tions and traditions. But con¬ 
cerning the MENA summit, 
we are committed to holding it 
and we will not back down on 
our commitment. 


the way of Gulf-Iranian rela¬ 
tions could be overcome. 


Yon have stressed to Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton that you 
wOl hold the summit. Did 
you also discuss with him the 
US role in pressuring Tel 
Aviv to effect a break¬ 
through in the peace pro- 


My discussions with Presi¬ 
dent Clinton were very candid. 
Ai our meeting we exchanged 
views on a number of major Is¬ 
sues of mutual interest includ¬ 
ing, of course, the Middle East 
peace process which has seri¬ 
ously deteriorated because of 
Netanyahu's misguided poli¬ 
cies. 

If Gulf countries boycot¬ 
ted the MENA s ummi t in 
Doha, would you take retali- 


In what way could Qatar 
play a role in normalizing 
Golf-Iranian relations? 

Neither Qatar nor any other 
country could play a role on 
behalf of another member of 
the GCC. The issue concerns 
oil the Gulf countries individu¬ 
ally and collectively. Each 
GCC member has its indepen¬ 
dent and sovereign policy. 
Hence none could act on be¬ 
half of another, whether with 
Iran or others. 

As to whether Gulf-Iranian 
relations could be normalized, 
this hinges on the expression 
of good intent in words and 
deeds on both sides and on 
providing mutual trust that is 
based on mutual respect of 
sovereignty, independence and 
non-interference in internal af¬ 
fairs. In implementation of 
this, both sides must, before 
anything else, act seriously 
and in good faith to solve 
standing differences through 
peaceful means, dialogue, me¬ 
diation or resorting to interna¬ 
tional adjudication. Then all 
problems will be easier and 
any impediments that block 


Are you ready for an ini¬ 
tiative towards Iran to solve 
the problem of its occupa¬ 
tion of the three UAE is¬ 
lands? 

The State of Qatar has made 
an attempt in that direction, 
sponsoring a meeting in Doha 
between the two sides, in the 
hope that such a meeting 
could be the prelude to other 
bilateral encounters later on in 
order to solve their dispute. 
However, regrettably, nothing 
more has happened. We will 
not hesitate in participating in 
any efforts that could remove 
sources of tensions, and in 
maintaining peace and stabili¬ 
ty in the region. 


only by resolving these border 
disputes through a radical, just 
and lasting solution by peace¬ 
ful means... 


Border disputes, as every¬ 
body knows, are still the 
thorniest issue hindering 
closer GCC ties. How Ear 
have the border negotiations 
between you and Saudi Ara¬ 
bia gone? 

That is true. Border prob¬ 
lems have everywhere been a 
major stumbling block in the 
way of joint action by con¬ 
cerned countries and have of¬ 
ten posed a threat to their se¬ 
curity and stability- This is, of 
course, applicable to GCC 
member states which suffer 
from such border disputes, left 
.over by colonial powers. 

We do hope that everyone 
will realize that we can attain 
our common objective of 
maintaining sound integrity 


Observers of the Bahraini- 
Qatari dispute suggest that 
Doha seeks U) trade land for 
security- Is it true? 

Regardless of what observ¬ 
ers or others say about our bor¬ 
der disagreement with Bah¬ 
rain. we do honestly and 
seriously work to settle this 
long-standing dispute for the 
common interest of both coun¬ 
tries in particular and the inter¬ 
est of the Gulf region in gener¬ 
al. We have finally reached the 
conclusion. as everybody 
knows, (hat we can resolve 
this border dispute best by re¬ 
ferring it to the world’s high¬ 
est judicial authority, namely, 
the 1CJ. which has now the fi¬ 
nal say in this issue. 


change ambassadors between 
the two countries, believing 
that such a step would help re¬ 
alize the desired rapproche¬ 
ment. But there is no response 
as yet. 


You have. Your Highness, 
welcomed unity with Bah¬ 
rain. The Bahrainis have 
also welcomed such unity- 
Are there serious steps in 
this direction. Or is it still 
sheer publicity? And how do 
you view the features of such 
unity? 

( have previously mentioned 
that we welcome any step that 
brings us .closer to unity with 
our Bahraini brothers, provid¬ 
ed that peoples of both coun¬ 
tries would have a say in any 
rapprochement leading to the 
unity, referred to in your ques¬ 
tion. We have suggested to our 
brothers in Bahrain to ex- 


Your Highness, do you 
stand for an integrated pan- 
Gulf unity? Is such a strate¬ 
gic issue tabled with your 
brothers the GCC leaders. If 
yes, where do you agree and 
where do yon disagree? 

I believe that pan-Gulf unity 
is a dream cherished by every 
GCC national and a noble ob¬ 
jective to which everyone 
should aspire. But unity is a 
painstaking goal that requires 
hard work to achieve and solid 
foundations to be based on. 

Unity. I think, would be a 
fruit of exercises that bring 
peoples closer and harmonies 
their interests. Unity coming 
from the top is out-dated. 

Gulf unity is inevitable, but 
I think that it will be preceded 
by establishing a number of 
democracies in the region. I 
mean the Gulf region and not 
to forget Yemen. 


first to establish democracy. I 
personally favour a common 
GCC currency and a common 
employment and labour law. 
But the issue requires a great 
deal of work and endeavour to 
be attained. Some steps have 
indeed been taken along the 
road to unity. For instance, 
GCC nationals can move be¬ 
tween member states on the 
identity cards and some mem¬ 
ber states allow GOZ nation¬ 
als to have properties in each 
other's countries. These are 
positive steps that further 
tighten the integration of GCC 
peoples. But we still have a 
long way to go and many ob¬ 
stacles to remove, which we 
can do only by ceaseless work 
and cooperation. 
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Your Highness, let’s say 
unity is a thorny objective. 
Does Your Highness agree 
to another form of unity, 
such as having one GCC 
currency, one employment 
law, one social security sys¬ 
tem, one labour law and oth¬ 
er similar common instru¬ 
ments? 

If we want unity, we have 


You have criticized the 
US dual containment policy 
towards Iraq and Iran in 
front of US President Bill 
Clinton. What alternatives 
do you suggest and how can 
pressure on GCC countries 
be lifted without the pres¬ 
ence of international deter¬ 
rence? 

Iraq and Iran are, undoubt¬ 
edly, two prominent coun¬ 
tries of the region and are 
permanent neighbors of GCC 
states, so I believe that-dia¬ 
logue with them is rhe best 
means to establish co¬ 
operative relations that may 
contribute to the maintaining 
security in the Gulf region. 
The recent presidential elec¬ 
tions in Iran have shown 
signs of an Iranian desire to 


establish good relations with 
all GCC member states. And 
1 believe that GCC countries 
maintain good defensive re¬ 
lations with the US, France 
and Britain. 


bitterly. I meant that Saddam 
bas grown strong following 
Desert Storm, in comparison / 
to the Western presence io 
the region. 
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In your speech In the 
United States, you said that 
Saddam Hussain has be¬ 
come stronger than before. 
On what criteria have you 
based this assessment and 
what does a stronger Sad¬ 
dam-mean to GCC conn- 
tries, particularly Kuwait? 

The embargo imposed on 
Iraq, J believe, harms the Ira¬ 
qi people and the ordinary 
masses. Although I absolute¬ 
ly believe that Iraq-related 
UN resolutions should be im¬ 
plemented, we should never 
forget that there is a brother¬ 
ly people who are suffering 


How might your relations 
with Iraq help in ending the 
Kuwaiti captives issue? . .. 

There are imernationaires- 
olutlons on this issue. We^do > 
hope that Iraq would abide 
by and implement them. . For 
our part, we have tried/ and / 
are still trying through'/dur 
relations with Iraq :to put" sp_ r 
end to this issue, because ft-I s -' -- 
a humanitarian issue ttel w® ;; 
hope will come to aO T ead v-j 
soon, when all . of.'.".these. ■ 
{PoWs) return to their: famk ; ’ 
lies, taking into consideration .i, : 
that Iraq denies having such - 4 
numbers. ■ 
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Thors. 31/7/97 

South Theater Hani Shaker—Egypt 
North Theater OMSK Ballet, Sleeping 
sauty—Russia 

Artimes: Hiezia Operetre—Algeria 
Sound & Light Theter: Karagoumdes Group ■ 

eece 

Fri-1/8/97 

South Theater Hani Shaker —Egypt 
North Theater OMSK Ballet, Sleeping 


assia 

Hiezia Operette—Algeria 
Light Theater Palestinian Group 

Sat 2/8/97 

eater. Dos Kofanas-jSp^ 
eater EUBO Baroque Orchestra— 

Irbid Musical Group-Songs from 

Ught Theater Palestinian Group 

gun 3/8/97 

eater Dos Hermanns—Spain 

caier gUBO Baroque Orchestra - 
,id Musical Group-Songs from A I 
ghi Theter M“’ B Univereiiy 

Mon* 4/8/97 


By a Star Staff Writer 

THE JERASH Festival is exrit- ? - 

ing precisely because of the very : 

nature of its diversity. The otga- - • 

nizers seek to put on as much 
events as possible which range 
from pop music, folklore, plays, 
and classical music. aMrajpg-ji 

Last week was the turn of the 
classics—these concerts will of 
course continue till the end of the 
festival—and all the way from 
Poland, the audience were given 
a very special treat. Mglp|f|i 

The Araar Corde String Quar- ||a|» 
Let played the finest in classical 
music in the North Theater. 

Four professional women mu- 
sicians gave a thrilling perfor- 
mance in the beautiful but anti- 
quated North Theater that was 
used for the first time this year. ~ • 

The sum total of the exercise 
was two violins, a viola and a cel¬ 
lo, but the sound was magic, be¬ 
ing given the extra feeling that 

one was living in another world, _ 

a more ancient one. that only 
came alive by listening to such European greats 
as Mozart, Debskl. Haydn and MenddssohiL 
Being a Polish quartet, famous classical musi¬ 
cians from their mother country also came 
through. These included people like Moniusz- 
ko, and Szymanowski. It was in the final analy¬ 
sis a concentration on the modem and the classi¬ 
cal. 

The themes of the music, the rhythm, the pas¬ 
sim all came out. Earlier Agata Zajac who 
plays the cello, said what “we aim to create the 
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right artistic tempo, the articulation of the piec¬ 
es, impressions and above all the phrasing of the 
pieces.” 

Ail this came through during their nvc-day 
concerts. Indeed, seeing is believing, watching 
Agata play was a lot different and more excit- 
ing. The intensity, the concentration, the quiet¬ 
ness and the vigor all represented a new dimen¬ 
sion. 

Beata Ploska. the viola player sard that "we 
decide on what we want to play and play how 


. - ‘ l was “poetry in mo- 
- ^ on would not be an 

■ -• overstatement. Violin- 

; ‘ ’L‘- : ists Barabara Stuhr 

i , ‘ • .L;_ and Boguslawa Ziegel- 

'v heim completed a very 
-g^Py;~r.< harmonious quartet, 
, 'P' a y> n g music to a "T". 

- fcffiBPjjl All would play to- 
% '/JlflHH gel her in a synergy. 

one player would fbl- 
L low the other depend- 

gw .. " ing on the rhythm and 

lyrics that they are 
Kn playing. 

' [ AH this of course de- 
-jJ mands very hard work 
/[ and lots and lots of 
V. 4 1 practice. Even during 

.?j their stay in Amman 

] and just before the con- 
l certs, the Aniar Quartet 
would practice daily. 
They say that this is es- 

_ _• sential if they want to 

get it right on the nighL 

Whilst the quartet was only formed in 1994 in 
Cracow—the old capital of Poland and arguably 
its cultural heartland—the women musicians are 
very experienced playing in the Cracow Philhar¬ 
monic Orchestra and long graduates of the 
Academy of music. All four started music at a 
very young age. Beata for instance started play¬ 
ing when she was only six years old. 

The quartet played all over Europe and gave a 
performance recently in Kuwait. ■ 


Buddy's dreams 


Jordanian band with a South 

American touch 


oau National 

j la—Saudi 


►—Japan 
i Gnip-Egypt 

alia—Saudi 

ge—-.USA 
igo—Japan 


THE LOS Morenos band is the most versatile among Jordan’s 
pop groups today. They are playing at the Jcrash Festival almost 
daily 

Formed by three members in 1991, the Los Morenos Band 
specializes mainly in Latin and Spanish Music beside Arabic 
and foreign music. This style of music is proving very popular 
in Jordan. 

Through hard work and practice, the Los Morenos Band 
attracted a lot of fans. The band today has established a solid 
basis. 

After their participation in the Pop Music Festival for Local 
Jordanian Bands in 1993 at the Royal Cultural Center, the 
groups career began to take off. In July 1997, the bond parllci- 
rated in ‘The International Music Day Festival” sponsored by 
[he French Cultural Center and the Freddy for Music center. 

The Los Morenos Band now plans to expand its activities by 
taking parr in future festivals and concerts that will take place 
in Jordan. Us members are: Maher Essa Hnnhun, (Drums). 
Voosif Yald® Ibrahim. (Singer & Manager). Antony Leonard 
Oskar. (Singer), Morad Hasah Demriyan. (Keyboard), Roger 
G. Eliah. (Guitarist). ■ 
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OK, let’s start the exam. Stinking caps on, 
everyone — stinking caps on.” 





r SlApSjIX — 

A man is accepted into a 
. church for what he 
believes and he is turned 
. out for what he knows! 


O 1997. Trime Mc4m Service! 
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At Artisana 


Colors and flowers 


By Koafi Attah 

Special in the Star 


THE JORDAN Arts 
and Crafts Center 
“Artisana" sunirised 
Ammonites in its 
latest 20 majestic 
works by Swiss 
photographer. Clau¬ 
dia Pedotti. Claudia 
puts her photo¬ 
graphic talent to 
work. creating 
unique motifs in 
rich colors that nat¬ 
ural beauty. 

Among the photo¬ 
graphs are classic 
Swiss flowers and 
several European 
ones. Her collection 
is informative os 
her first photo¬ 
graph hung at the 
entrance of the 
exhibition hall 
shows. Titled ‘Ten¬ 
derness’ t Baiser 
d’enfeni) it brings 
to mind frailty and 
delicateness. She 
likens children to 
flowers and 

presents them ns 
weak species to be 
protected tenderly. 

Of all the flowers 
that she has photo¬ 
graphed. there are 
perhaps none that clearly speaks of 
change and rightful position as does 
the "marguerite" which appears more 
than two times in her photographs. The 
flower, an ox-eye daisy is waxy white 
with yellow bud and. green stalk, cov¬ 
ering one third of the plate, with still a 
wide space to cover. Her marguerite 
■white petal’ is noticed in another pho¬ 
tograph with red background and right 
in” the center of the photograph, yet 
another marguerite 'white petal’ is 
placed at the bottom of the photograph 
with a vast space upwards. 

"The main idea and inspiration is to 
make something original and sincere." 
Claudia disclosed. "Something natural. 
There are a lot of manipulation of 
flowers by computer in Europe.” Clau¬ 
dia encourages the viewer to appreciate 
all the stages of life, especially the 
end. The most remarkable of her flow¬ 
ers is the rose ‘ resting’’ C Le Repos), the 
red rose looks almost too perfect to be 
real, lying in a resting position Claudis 
says “it symbolizes sorrow and agony. 
A sad moment to say 'adieu’ to a lov¬ 




ing one. The photograph has a great 
shock value and dramatic change from 
the rest and the way the visitor per¬ 
ceives reality. 

Instead of exhibiting a lot of photo¬ 
graphs and conveying the same mes¬ 
sage Claudia chose a little that says 
more. This is in contrast with her pre¬ 
vious successful exhibition on ‘Land¬ 
scape’. in Bern. Switzerland, she 
shows a complex and expressive colors 
and flowers. Her distinct photographic 
works, with elegant precision of "col¬ 
ors and flowers”, arc “expressive and 
precise." 

Claudia PedottiV colors and flow¬ 
ers’ exhibition is under the patronage 
of Mrs Leila Sharaf. and with the col¬ 
laboration of Mrs Hind Nasser, the 
director of the Jordan Arts and crafts 
centre 'Artisana.' Her exhibits prices 
range from JD 80 JD to JD 220. The 
exhibition is at “Artisana" at the Sec¬ 
ond Circle. Jabal Amman, and lasts till 
16 August in tendem with an exhibition 
of Jordanian arts and crafts. 

It is said that precious gifts come in 


small packages, which is often true. 
But rarely do you hear it is said gifts 
falls from heaven. There's plenty of 
Jordan handiwork, in the Jordan Arts 
and Crafts Centre •Artisana’ for those 
on the lookout for precious gifts." says 
Mrs. Nasser. 

The center displays sculpture, paint¬ 
ing, graphics, pottery etc., by Jordanian 
and other Arab artists. The center 
wants to show that arts and crafts can 
come to people and who don't need to 
go to a museum to enjoy it. Objects in 
the center range from vases with 
designs scratched into the glaze, pot¬ 
tery. silver plastic, rugs with bedouin 
embroidery. Others include Brass ves¬ 
sels inspired by the Mediterranean and 
the Middle East. Wide range of hand 
made Arab Jordanian crafts are among 
the best gifts available. 

A selection of Arts and Crafts of 
local one other Arab artists is on per¬ 
manent display at Artisana. The Center 
is open from 9.30 am till 63i> pm 
except Fridays. ■ 




HOMELY AND INTIMATE, FULLY 
AIRCONDITION, T.V SATELLITE, MINIBAR. 
BUSINESS CENTER. 
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GOURMET 

RESTAURANT 


MEET YOUR HOST ERNEST AND ENJOY 
EXCELLENT MENU. VARIETIES AND 
INTERNATIONAL SPECIALTIES. 

Mecca Street;. Kilo ;2*. . . \£ 
Telephon: 553048>0, Fax: 5£27 18$ 
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31 JULY 


Fashion rocks 
the Inter.Con 


AMMAN cStarr—Summer days has' its own touch of good 
times, and fashion shows in the open air. can give summer a 
hit more fun and lime to relax. 

Since the opening of the new InterContinental s swimming 
pool, non- slop events are standing in line waiting for its turn. 

One of these events was a spectacular fashion show held 
along side the swimming pool. Organized by ADRES a local 
fashion company the show presented the best of ADRES. JAR- 
WAN and PETIT summer collection for this year. Royal 
Optics for sunglasses. Max Mix's accessories also displayed 
their products at the show. 

A live make-up performance was presented by L Oreal Per¬ 
fection displaying the latest-in cosmetics. As for models, a hair 
professional touch was given by Hammodeb Saloon’s hair sty¬ 
list giving a perfect combination of look and body wear. 

Maraya Media Service in Jordan took care of the local and 
international media coverage. 

Maraya later said that they will hold the next winter collec¬ 
tion in October this year. ■ 





Photo Courtesy of Any ad Abu Dabaseh. 


At the Philadelphia Cinema 

The Lost World: Jurassic Park 


A FEW years back, venture 
capitalist John Hammond fig¬ 
ured out how to recreate dino¬ 
saurs from DNA fragments 
encased in amber. He started a 
company called In Gen, which 
placed the genetically engi¬ 
neered dinosaurs in a theme 
park on an island in Costa 
Rica. 

But the Jurassic Park sys¬ 
tems broke down shortly 
before it could open, the dino¬ 
saurs got free and had to be 
destroyed, and the island was 
closed to the public. 

In the aftermath, everyone 
involved moved quickly to 
quash the story. InGen. wanted 
to limit its liability. The Costa 
Rican government wanted to 
preserve its reputation as a 
tourist paradise. And the indi¬ 
vidual scientists who had been 


Rover’s Return 



hired as consultants on the pro¬ 
ject were bound by nondisclo¬ 
sure agreements to remain 
silent. 

The Lost World: Jurassic 
Park is the sequel to Steven 
Spielberg's 1993 film recount¬ 
ing events on a Costa Rican 
island inhabited by genetically- 
engineered dinosaurs, which 
broke all box-office records and 
showcased an emerging visual 
effects technology. 

Based on the novel by 
Michael Crichton, the story 
picks up four years after the dis¬ 
aster at Jurassic Park. Some¬ 
thing has survived on Isla 
Soma, a second island where 
the dinosaur manufacturing 
facility code-named Site B has 
been destroyed by a hurricane 
and the animals now tun free, 
constrained only by the laws of 
nature. 

“When I first heard that 
Michael was going to write the 
book and that he was thinking 
of calling it 77ile Lost World. I 
was thrilled because I'm a big 
fan of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle's book The Lost World. I 
was compelled by the idea of 
being inside a prehistoric world 
that exists today—not behind 
electrified fences, not in a 
theme park, but in a world with¬ 
out the intervention of man, I 
thought, ‘Wow, what a great 
story.’ If 1 hadn’t found a story 



1 was interested in, Jurassic 
Park would have remained just 
a nice memory for me," says 
Steven Spielberg. 

For Spielberg, who had been 
carefully considering a number 
of projects for his return to 
directing after a three-year hia¬ 
tus. Crichton's interest in revis¬ 
iting the Jurassic saga helped 
sway his own decision. Urn ver¬ 
sa! Pictures and Amblin Enter¬ 
tainment. Spielberg's produc¬ 
tion company, had begun 
discussing a sequel to Jurassic 
Park as the original film was 
breaking box-office records 


around the world eriroute to ’ 
becoming the highest-grossing 
motion picture of all time. 
Now, Spielberg. Crichton and 
Jurassic Park screenwriter 
David Koepp entered into a ; , 
gentleman's agreement to bring 
The Lost World to the screen, 
under the Universal-Amblin 
umbrella. 

“1 realized that what I really 
wanted to do was direct. I had 
started a company and done a 
lot of other things in those three 
years. So 1 was ready to return 
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At the rear of Comfort Hotel Suites, Sweifiyeh 
Tel: 856184 e-maill: comfort@go.com.jo 
World Wide Web: www.comforts.com 
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Jordan River Designs 

Helping underprivilged 
through traditional design 
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JORDAN;. RIVER Designs 
(JRD) presents a unique collec¬ 
tion of band-embroidered 
home furnishings and fashion 
accessories. •/- 

Building on the traditional 
skills dial were passed from 
mother to daughter. Jordan 
River Designs was established 
- by Save the Children in 1987 
with .a mission to assist women 
living-in the squatter settle¬ 
ments in East Amman, to gain 
up-scale skills, generate 
income and part-time employ¬ 
ment. to supplement their fami¬ 
lies income and as a result to 
improve their lives and those 
of their children. Most of these 
women have been the bread¬ 
winners in their families. 

As of Janaary 1996. the JRD 
program has been transferred 
to the Jordan River For Devel¬ 
opment Projects (JRDPi. A 
non-profit society established 
in Jordan under the Ministry of 
Social Development. Its objec¬ 
tives are to “improve the finan¬ 
cial, cultural, health, social. 
, educational, technical skills 
and the well being of the com¬ 
munity at large. “It is thus, an 
organization that is develop¬ 
mental and its primary means 
for reaching its goals is 
through the vehicle of income 
generation (the creation of jobs 
especially among the 
underprivileged). 

The society presently has a 
Board of Directors consisting 
of nine dynamic professionals 
and is under the presidency of 


Her Royal Highness Princess 
Rania A1 Abdullah. 

A development project. JRD 
has pioneered a successful 
model partnering the skilled 
craftsmanship of over 1600 
women with the entrepreneurial 
and management skills of pro¬ 
fessional Jordanian business¬ 
women. Dedicated to humane 
practices, Jordan River Disigns 
is committed to high quality 
and customer satisfaction, and 
at the same time provides JRD 
underprivileged participants 
with new hope for survival. 

Jordan River Designs prod¬ 
ucts combine traditional and 
modem stitches. Each design 
tells a story, every pattern iden¬ 
tifies a village. The women 
stitch the story of their lives' 
and their dreams into a rich tap¬ 
estry adding their own innova¬ 
tions to the cultural legacy. The 
colors reveal secrets to the dis¬ 
criminating eye and the beauty 
of the whole speaks a universal 
language understood by all. 

Hand-cmhroidered Quills 
with matching Cushions: A 
unique combination of tradi¬ 
tional stitching and modem 
designs in a beautiful range of 
bedroom accessories 

There are new bathroom 
accessories and include a wide 
range of hand-embroidered 
quality towels. 

There are new Duvet covcts 
and bed linen. Jordan River 
Designs offers a decorative 
selection of pure cotton duvets 
and bed linen 
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Also on display there is a 
collection of festive tablecloths 
and table settings in traditional 
and contemporary designs 
Besides that there is a collec¬ 
tion of wall hangings with 
ancient mosiacs of Jordan as 
well as images of Lhe old city 
of Jerusalem and many other 
inspirations. * 

And there is more, and 
include an enchanting collec¬ 


tion of hunJ-craflcd dolls in 
distinctive regional dresses, 
beautiful handbags to every 
occasion in genuine leather and 
suede, as well as a selection or 
beach bags with matching 
accessories. 

Other gift items consist of 
embroidered and hardi-craficd 
picture albums, notebooks, 
phone hooks, purses etc. 

There is natural Olive oil 


Soap: The legendary cosmetic 
benefits of pure olive nil soap, 
henuti lullv pack age J. 

All those products are hand¬ 
made hv underprivileged 
women in east Amman to sat¬ 
isfy your taste 

Support JRD underprivileged 
women by visiting nur new 
shorvvoutn at Jahai Amman 1st 
circle—Rainbow street oppo¬ 
site to Firas Primhouse. ■ 


Marmara hotel 

For the more specialized 
business guest 
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The Lost World: Jurassic Park 
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Continued from page 8 

^?lo it. and I Jiad always wantea 
to do a sequel to Jurassic 
Park—both because of popular 
demand and because I'd had 
such a great time making the 
first film." Spielberg reflects. 

With the deal in place, Spiel¬ 
berg began to pull together a 
creative team, nearly every 
member of which was a veteran^.* 
of Jurassic Park. Serving with ^ 
Spielberg were' producers"" 
Gerald R. Molen and Colin 
Wilson. Executive producer 
Kathleen Kennedy would also 
return to the fold, along with 
production designer Rick 
Carter, film editor Michael 
Kalm and composer John 
Williams. 

With full motion dinosaurs 
by Dennis Muren. live action 
dinosaurs by Stan Winston and 
: special dinosaur effects by 
O Michael Landed, this Academy 
T Award” winning triad that had 
combined talents to create the 
dinosaur effects for the first 
film also committed to the 
sequel. Of ail the department 
heads, only director of photog¬ 
raphy Janusz Kaminski—who 
had shot Schindler’s List for 
Spielberg—was not an alumnus 
of Jurassic Park. 

\n The Lost 'World’. Jurassic 
Parit, left Goldblum reprises 



his role as chaos theorist lan 
Malcolm and Richard Attenbo¬ 
rough makes a special appear¬ 
ance as the ambitious entre¬ 
preneur . John Hammond, 
Julienne Moore (Nine Monthsl, 
Pete Postlethwaite (lit the 
Name of the Father'). ArYiss 
Howard (To Wottg Foo, 


Thanks for Everything! Julie 
New mar), Vince 'Vaughn 
(Swinges). Vanessa Lee Ches¬ 
ter (Hairier die Spy), Peter Stor- 
mare (Fargp). Harvey Jason 
(Air America). Richard Schiff 
(City Hall) and Thomas 
F.Thtffy (Wolf) join Goldblum 
In the cast. 


The Lost World: Jurassic 
Park is Spielberg's first film 
since 1993, when he directed 
both Jurassic Park and Schin¬ 
dler’s List, which won a total 
of seven Academy Awards 
“including Best Picture and 
Best Director. Jurassic Park 
was also honored with three 


Academy Awards including 
Bcsl Sound. Best .Sound 
Effect}: Editing and Bcsl Visual 
Effects. 

it u;ls clear that Universal 
wanted to talk uhuui doing a 
sequel in the record-setting 
period following Lhe release of 
lhe original film, c With world¬ 
wide ticket sales more than 
SV16 million. Jurassic Park 
continued to break records 
when it vs as rc.cased on home 
video, where it holds the title 
of top-selling live-action 
motion picture of all lime). 
'The filmmakers had discus¬ 
sions amongst themselves and 
with Miehacl Crichton." 

While there was interest in a 
sequel, there was no guarantee 
that Crichton was going to 
write another hook. Determin¬ 
ing a schedule for a second 
Jurassic Park film was depen¬ 
dent on whether Crichton 
would proceed. 

Meanwhile. Spielberg and 
screenwriter David Koepp 
were already talking. 

Yes. the director confirmed, 
there would he interest in an 
encore, if there wjs a good 
story to he told ■ 

Tlu fjisi World: Jurassic 

Park is s/imviiim; at the Phila¬ 
delphia Cinema an Amman's 
Third Circle . 


AMMAN (Star)—A hotel should be like home, 
a place to relax, a place where you can put your 
fee! up and at the same time have everything at 
your finger tips. This is exactly the idea behind 
the Marmara hotel. 

Situated in Mecca Street at the Kilo 2 inter¬ 
section. the Marmara Hotel, which has just 
opened, its doors is a very special place that is 
designed for a very special customer. 

Its General Manager, a no nonsense man from 
Switzerland seeks'to 

give only the very : — . . *•- 

best. Ernest Liniger : 
says that the hotel is 
specifically targeted at 
the foreign business¬ 
man. With 30 rooms 
available. Mr Liniger 
says he is in no hurry, 
but wants to attract 
"the right clientele." 

And that means 
quality. As you enter 
the hotel you are im¬ 
mediately struck by its 
informality. The small 
lobby they hove is ex¬ 
pertly decorated and 
designed to bring out 
that homely atmos¬ 
phere. But appearance 
can sometimes be de¬ 
ceptive. The lobby is 
elegantly furnished 
with sets of antique so¬ 
fas and tauieuils to 
provide for that very 
special clientele Lini¬ 
ger talks about. 

Businessmen need 
time to relax and to 
enjoy the rich atmos¬ 
phere. The hotel has a full communication facili¬ 
ties. In their bedrooms, guests can just plug in 
their computer to the telephone points and have 
lull telefax and internet connection. Few of the 
hotels in Amman have these facilities, points out 
Liniger. 

Further, upon request, guests in the Executive 
Suites can have their own telephone line during 
their stay. But there is more. At (he ground floor 
Lhere is a business center of faxes, computer sys¬ 
tems. a photocopier, a color printer and an expe¬ 
rienced and professional secretary at hand. 

Mr Liniger is optimistic of the future. Despite 
the competition from oLher different hotels in 
Amman, he remains an optimist and points out 





that he is glad of the challenge. He says the 
world will never stop doing business and that is 
where his establishment comc.s in. 

The concept behind the Marmara hotel didn’t 
come out of thin air. It was ihc result of a careful 
market studies on corporate and business execu¬ 
tives. Mr Liniger found out that these are basi¬ 
cally looking for a “better value for money,” 
which in his words means a "comfcruihle bed 
and the right ambiance." 

And hence the 

zooms were .striking 

not only for their sim¬ 
plicity. hut for their 
decor. Each equipped 
with a television set 
and a satellite connec¬ 
tion. the rooms dis¬ 
play all a person needs 
in comfort. Tables and 
chairs are especially 
designed to give the 
executive touch. 

What is striking 
also is that each room 
is designed separately 
with different decor, 
and different color 
carpets. That also goes 
for the different 
floors. Here it must he 
said that the hotel 
does also cater for the 
ordinary holiday- 
maker. 

What is also excit¬ 
ing about this hotel is 
its restaurant. The 
Merilin—especially 
named after Merilin 
_who served King Ar¬ 
thur in the middle 
ages—is designed to give the beast of service. 
“And this is the idea, every guest is a king at 
Marmara, says Liniger. 

The cuisine, mainly European with a dash of 
Swiss taste, promises to tickle everyone's taste 
buds. The menu, like everything else in the hotel 
is made under the direct supervision of Mr Lini¬ 
ger who says that the customer always comes 
first. 

The management will soon embark on further 
expansion of the hotel. A spacious summer ter¬ 
race with a new restaurant will soon be huilL as 
well as a multi-purpose hall and a pub. This is. 
the management says, is to complete the “Mar¬ 
mara" Hospitality Concept. ■ 


Rover's Return in Jordan 



FOR CENTURIES pubs have been the gathering place for Englishmen seeking a pint of ale, a game of 
darts, or a visit with friends—in every way a true public house. 

From the highly acclaimed English soap opera. Coronation Street, comes the Rover's Return Eng¬ 
lish pub. U is the only one in existence outside the United Kingdom. 

Located in Sweiftydrt behind Comfort Hotel Suites, the Rover's Return otters a vjenine family 
atmosphere and entertainment. U also offers businessmen lunch and a happy hour daily - to cater to ail 
market segments. M 
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Live! Suitor Music From 7 To 11 P.M 
Mubbly Bubbly in 15 Flavors 
p'"‘r soft Drinks, Hard Drinks 
ItJight Menu, Sweets & Ice Cream 
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Hospitality Is our 
Specialty 
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amida 

BaniHamida 

at 

KanZaman 

(Al-Baydar) 

* Rugs * Cushions * Runners *Weavings 

In traditional and modern designs and colors 

KanZaman 

BaniHamida 
jabal Amman, 1st circle 
Rainbow Street 

PG Box 2179 Amman 11181 Jordan 
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Artisana 


JORDAN ARTS & CRAFTS CENTER 


••*! : 






Top wlbbest prices in Town 

old and new 

I weaving, embroidery, bedouin 
jewelry, bedouin carpets, hand blown 
i glass, ceramics, Jerusalem pottery, 

1 table clothes, cushions, dresses, etc*. 

Reproduction of 
museum pieces 

I Jabal Amman 2nd drde 
| Telefax: 647858 P.O-Box3226 A, -. 111 . 11 ; HIS! 
Open from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm 


-i£ 


A GREAT AUGUST EVENT 

FOR JORDANIANS & FOREIGN RESIDENTS 

ONLY JP36 P ER PERSON SHARING A TWIN ROOM 
INCLUDING GOVT. TAX & SERVICE CHARGE 
PRICE INCLUDES BUFFET BREAKFAST & BUFFET DINNER 
AROUND THE POOL. 

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE SHARING PARENTS ROOM STAY FREE 

(MAX-2 CHILD) 

THE GRAND VIEW HOTEL 
PETRA 

OFFERING 150 SPACIOUS FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS ALL WITH] 
QUEEN OR KING SIZE BEDS. IN-ROOM AMENITIES INCLUDE MINI-BAR. ! 
[TELEVISION WITH SATELLITE AND VIDEO, FULLY-EQUIPPED PRIVATE! 
BATHROOM WITH HAIRDRYER, DIRECT TELEPHONE LINES, ROOM AND 
LAUNDRY SERVICE. 

*#«***« 

IN-HOUSE SERVICE INCLUDES: 

THE CAFE ROYAL RESTAURANT 

SERVING MIDDLE EASTERN & CONTINENTAL CUISINE 

THE SUNSET LOUNGE 

OFFERING A BIRDS EYEVIEW OF PETRA fij. WADI ARABA 

THE EAGLE'S NEST BAR 
THE MAJESTIC SWIMMING POOL 
WITH TERRACE & SNACKBAR 
‘ SEMINAR ROOMS 
BILLIARD ROOM 
BOOKSHOP 

TRAVEL OFFICE & INFORMATION DESK 

FOR RESERVATION CONTACT: 

TEL: 652415 FAX: 652417 
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Programs on JTV 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

Liar Liar 

Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): 
Eddie 

Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Mad Love 

Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Evita / Tin Cup 
Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Spacejam 


Great News for Video 
and Music Fans 


<*-a<uiOr 

!SAL AUDI: 


3HQUSH PROGRAMS 


...» SATURDAY 
1HI—Holy Koran 
~ : -0—Twinkle 


—Wishbone 
5:01)—Bine Heelers 
3:50—World or Geo 
4:! JO—The Vally Between 
4:3t)—-Tilt 

—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
SiCft—lies that 1 Bind 
■’■30—Prism 
5:10—TimeTVax 
J 3:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Ellen 


SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Cartoon 
3:00—Energy Express 
4:01)—American Chart 
Show 

6:0©—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:3»—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel 

Air 

^:G0—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

ft: JO—National Geographic 
t :S(I—Renegade 
I'3:00—News at Ten 
10:30—One West Waikiki 
il:I5—Sisters 



6:10—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbours 
8:00—The Health Show 
8:30— Huwkeye (Drama) 
9:10—Drama Series 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Mini Series 
12:00—Feature Film 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 


# “The Pleasure Domer* opens a 
new outlet on Monday, August 4th,.in 
Souk Urn Utheina. 

' "This is the third outlet but by no 

means the last,"saidM. Bushnaq, 

Chairman of Intermediate (die trade 
name owners) "There are plans for 
two more ou&ets in west Amman 
before the end of the year.” 

“The Pleasure Dome” outlets are die 

first and only shop that rent and sell 

entirely ORIGINAL videos and 

music in Jordan.” like dee other two 

outlets (one in Suweifiyah and 
another at AlAhUaAbela), the new 
shop will be completely computerized 
and will feature thousands of video 
and music titles at the most 
reasonable prices. . . 

“We wiB not wait for the eminent _ '' _ 

enforcement of new copyright laws; 

we have proven that there is a niche for good tasteand (paddy shoppuig. 
The new shop is on the man shopping street of Un Utheina between Sh 
Shahin Mills. TeL 5523544. 




SAM EDI 

5:00—Les Mondes 
Fantastiques 

Emission de jtrivc pour 
tes j tunes 

5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—L'enigme de I’oiseau 
blanc 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L 'tritf Je Colt nub 


Fantastiques 
5:30—Des chiff res et des 
lettres 

6:00 —Captain Cafe 

Emission de varietes 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 


lots and clark (Superman), Thursday at 8:30 pm 


9:10—Highlander 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Emergency Room(e.r) 
11:15—Homicide 


MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Cartoon 
3:00—Gillette Sports Special 
3:30—Deep Water Have 
4:00—Animal Show 
4:30—Ocean Girl 
5:15—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Murphy Brown 
8:30—Babylon 5 


TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
3:00—Square Show 
3:30—Dog House 
4:30—The Album Show 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Coach 
8:00—Tilt 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—West Beach 
11:15—Mini Series 


WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Cartoons 
3:00—Global Gardner 
3:30—Spell Binder 
4:00—Monsters Today 
4 JO—Border Town 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Soldier's Diary 
8:30—Challenges (Local talk 

show) 

9:11)—Spencer for Hire 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land's End 
11:00—American Gothic 


2:10—Cartoons 

3:00—Americ's Funniest 

People 

3:30—He Shoot He Scores 
4:00—French Programs 
7:00-rNews in French 
7:30—■'News Headlines 
7:35—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
8:30—lois and dark 
(Superman) 

9:10— Rung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Step By Step 


DIMANCHE 

5:00—Les Mondes 
Fantastiques 
5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

FailI pas river 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine poor tons 
Ziva 


MERCREDt 

5:00—Les Mondes 
Fantastiques 
5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 


THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 


FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Cartoons 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Family Matters 
4:30—NBA 


LUNDI 

5:00—Les Mondes 
Fantastiques 
5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Thalassa 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Magazine sdentifiqae 

Cinq sur cinq 


JEUDI 

5:00—Les Mondes 
Fantastiques 
5:30—Divertissement 
Taratata 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Le dessoos des cartes 


MARDI 

5:00—Les Mondes 


VENDREDI 

3:30—Divertissement 
L'ccole des fans 
5:30—L’argent 2/3 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alb la lerre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ll ACROSS 
* 1 Director 
] Frank 
} S Retrain 
syllable 

^ S Cometfan 
A SaH 
^ 3 Cuved 
moUngs 

1 14 Lecher 
;! -.6 Melody 
4 '.7 Directs 
j 18 Warrant 
b <9 Estate or 
3 number 

J 20 Always, to 
J poets 

jj £1 Ireland 

2 24 Provides 
i 26 Hunter or 

Rerrihg 


37 Speak 
vratkinaBy 

38 Board game 

39 Inter-— 

40 BBtoUtem 

41 Middays 

42 Chair style 

43 Traded 

45 Coercion 

46 Ladn I word 

47 Mortise 
companion 

48 Oehu 
landmark 

53 Opal or ruby 

56 Bel 

57 Greek god 

58 Muaaof 
poetry 

60 Speed along 

61 Bench or 
chair 


j* 27 Diamond 
7 measures 
•: £3 Stole Ota 
show from 
• ?4 Wrong 
J . JS Torrent 
OO Corrida 
.j sound 


62 Squeal 

63 AUndbo^i 

64 hunk: 

65 Used 


2 Playwright 
James 

3 Mississippi 
stream 

4 Lira a ruby 

5 Agrees 

6 Shade 
makers 

7 Laugh 
uproariously 

8 Halo 

9 Boat dock 

10 NSne extracts 

11 Iranian coin 

12 Falsehood 
15 Joins 

22 Members of 
AMAiabbr. 

23 Palm product 
25 Freedom 

from worry 
27 St Johrfs 
broad 


bridge 

32 Inventor 
Howe 

33 Cofiege 


35 Gum or 
horse end 

38 Crowns 

39 Flying start 
41 Jules Verne's 


42 Rips 

44 Mexican efish 

45 Goddess: 
Lat 

47 Peevish 

48 Corrputer 
info 

48 Clad or wi 
opener 

50 Very long 
time 

51 Sketched 


28 lowachuch 


DOWN 
1 A Porter 


29 Turn wer set 

30 Domeror S5 — 

Khyber 59 Mu 

31 Famous 

O 1997. Tribune Mafia Service* 


52 Learn 

54 Thames 

scnooi 

55 —Btenc 
59 Music style 
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-This Week’s - 

HOROSCOPES 


By Linda Black 


Weekly Tip: People aren’t quite so 
interested in hanging around the bouse. 
They want to go out and play! 

Aries (March 21-ApriI 19). Get 
together with friends to tackle a tough 
project You’ll figure it out Your luck 
improves immensely and so does your 
attitude. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Study 
your options. Take action on an intu¬ 
itive friend’s advice. You’ll start get¬ 
ting more interested in fixing up your 
place. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Pay 
attention or you’ll miss the assign¬ 
ment. You’ll get smarter and more 
confident. Clean house so you can 
entertain friends. 

Cancer (June 22-July 221 Check on 
your money, just to make sure you're 
not overpaying. Your power’s waning 
as the sun goes into Leo. Talk about 
travel with an attractive foreigner. 

Leo (July 23-Aug, 22). Consult with 
a technical advisor. Stash away some 
money, before you spend it alL You, 
feel a surge of energy as the suri goes 
into your sign 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re 
under pressure at work A friend can 
help. Don't wait to ask. You’ll get 
luckier in love. Talk to a gentle dream¬ 
er about possibilities. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Let your 
sweetheart lend you some stability. 
Stay busy, even if you have to malm 
something up. You’ll find the pressure 

easing. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). You’re 
bogged down by paperwork. Get it 
done so you can devote most of your 
time to more emotional matters. Let 
love lead you. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Money’s tight, but it’ll get more plenti¬ 
ful soon. Get something you need to 
fix up the house. You’re in great shape. 
Start new projects. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Consult with your partner about some¬ 
thing you want to buy together. 
You’ve saved up just about enough. 
Go shopping. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re 
in fine form. That’s good, because 
there’s lots to do. Shop for a work- 
related item. Confer with your partner 
about money. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20 ). Take 
care of bureaucratic paperwork so you 
can relax. The pace is intense, but 
you’re up for iL 


Bridge 


Double in Haste, Repent At Leisure 


By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*86 

<?K9874 
0 A10 6 4 
*94 


WEST 1 

*9754 i 
U AQ106 S 
03 < 

* E J105 _ 4 

SOUTH 
* AK10 
V J532 
OQ985 
*AQ 


EAST 
* Q J3 2 
<3 Void 
0KJ72 
*87632 


The bidding: 

South West North East 

1NT Pass 2* Pass 

2V Pass 3S? Pass 

4U DbL Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Seven of * 

Don’t double if, by doing so, you 
are revealing a key feature of your 
band. skilled declarer is more than 
likely to use the information to offset 
any poor lie of the cards. 

In response to South’s 15-17 point 
no-trump opening. North constructed 
an invitational sequence with hearts 


as trumps. South mentally flipped a 
coin and opted to accept. West could 
not believe the opponents would 
make the contract, and made the mis¬ 
take of telling them sa 

Without the double, declarer would 
surely have captured East's jack of 
spades with the king and led a trump 
to the king. When East shows out. 
South cannot recover and must lose at 
’least three trumps and a diamond. 
With a trump stack announced cm the 
left, declarer was able to adopt an 
unusual line. 

At trick two, declarer led a low 
trump, and when West followed with 
the six, the seven was finessed. The 
spade to the ten came next, and the 
ace was cashed for a club discard 
from dummy. Another heart was led 
and West’s ten was captured by the 
king. Since West was now marked 
with long majors and several clubs, 
the diamond position was not too dif¬ 
ficult to divine. The ace of diamonds 
was cashed and the ten of diamonds 
was led, and the hand was over. No 
matter which card East played, 
declarer was able to limit the defend¬ 
ers to one diamond trick and two 
trumps. 

Bridge is such an easy game! 


If You’re Having a Birthday Hiis 
Week: Save your money this year, so 
you can get something big. Your 
dreams can come true. 

C 1W7. TAonc Mafia Services 



Would You 
Believe... 


Aeromancy is a form of 
divination in which atmos¬ 
pheric conditions, such as 
storms, are studied for omens. 


The first April Fool’s Day 
was held in 1564. 


At some point in his career, 
Maury Wills played every 
position in major-league 
baseball- 


Now im ag e the circled kitoi to 
Alia Atsoprise iisivtj, sssQggcsted 
by to above csrtooa. 


The island of Tinian is 
famous for only one reason. It 
was the takeoff point for the 
planes that dropped the A- 
bombs on Japan. 


John Tyler was the only 
U.S. president to change 
political parties while in 
office. 


_ ~M3Sr. ONV AJlOS^ cno 

^IV—Janig snaEqrojuED aqj pages Asm JBtyj, tiwiisizy 


President John Kennedy 
was the only Roman Carbolic 
elected president of the Unit¬ 
ed States. 


MHHdHN ssrana 20dVX OSMNa sausav 
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Video Releases 


■ Tyson : Yes, he was disqualified for being ^biting- 
boxer but that surely does not disqualified"this portrait of 
his life. P.S. he was arrested 38 times by. the age of 13! 


■ Copycat : Criminal psychologist (Wearer) is.ariragwt.' 
on serial killers! She's gotten so close to unlocking the 
psyches of her previous subjects that one.... an incurable 
psychopath almost murdered here. She and an ambitious 
female detective (Hunter), find themselves locked :in a 
struggle to find a serial Jailer who is copying the meth¬ 
ods of infamous serial killers of the jpast in his crimes. • 


■ Hot Shots: This is the real McCoy of comedies; you, 
will laugh your way all through this movie that tak es the 
“Mickey” of “91/2 weeks,! Top Gan” and many , other. 
Not for the faint hearted, this is a story of a very unlikely 
air force squadron training for operation “Sleepy Wea¬ 
sel” while some outside defense contractor will do any¬ 
thing to sabotage their operation. ' U ' 


■ Mute Wintness: An exhilarating Horror/Suspense 
film that gleefully ricochets from laughter to terror. Peo¬ 
ple in the cheap film industry find themselves trapped in 
a complex web of lies and dangers. Anthony Waller 
(produanfdirector) has made a funny, scary and accessi¬ 
ble debut that offers audiences a real worthwhile -prod¬ 
uct - . .. -. • . 


From Systema 

Value of garlic 


For External Use: 

■ Dried and its ashes with honey is used treatment of vital¬ 
ity, apologia (loss of hair) and sciatica. 

■ Garlic is used to relief topical pains which have no visible 
reason (rheumatism pains). It often reliefs toothaches by put¬ 
ting mashed cloves of garlic above the painful area. - 

■ Relief ears pains by dropping few warm drops of oh'ye d2 

cooked with f 

some cloves of --- 1 

garlic. ■ . 

■ Used to treat 
dandruff by giv¬ 
ing a massage to 
the head skin two 
times daily. 

■ Garlic juice is 

used for treating — . 

the rottenness Protect Your Health / 

with fiARLIC OH.. 

scabies by rub- -:-—:—:-:-•- 

bing the whole 

body with a mixture of garlic and fat once a day for 3 days 
followed by hot bath and boiling the internal clothes. 

■ Sitting in its cooked leaves will flow urine and menstrua¬ 
tion. 



■ To treat dandruff,' mince four heads, of garlic put them 
with a quantity of Alcohol in a bottle well-closed and leave, 
under the sun for 10 days, then purify. 

■ Garlic juice is prepared by mixing 10 grs., Or garlic juice 
with 90 grs., of water and two grs., of alcohoL 


For Internal Use: 

■ Garlic reduces increased concentrations of cholesterol in 
the blood by taking garlic evety day for 4 weeks before hav¬ 
ing anything (a mall clove). It also reduces increased blood 
pressure in patients of arteriosclerosis and accompanied 
symptoms as dizziness and contraption. 

■ Strengthen body immunity and impact activity to it and 
protect it against epidemics (typhus, cholera.... etc.) and rot¬ 
tenness internal disease, (typhoid, dysentery.... etc). It acti¬ 
vates the body when exposed to a hard effort of long walk¬ 
ing. It also cures disturbances caused by chronic poisoning 
by nicotine (smoking). 

■ It hinders growth of cancer cells and protect to a great de¬ 
gree from infection of poliomyelitis. 

■ Garlic is useful for patients of diabetes and .in protecting 
them against complications like weak-minded, anesthesia or 
loss of feeling in limbs as a result of blood vessels affection 
by sugary and disorder of blood circulation. 

■ Treats the disease of chronic pyorrhea which causes early 
tooth falling by giving a massage to the gingiva with extrac¬ 
tion of garlic. 

■ Treats all kinds of stinking diarrhea no matter its reasons 
was thus diarrhea will improved. 

■ Garlic kills intestinal gordian worms and cleans instestines 
from them among children by giving the child at morning a 
cup of milk boiled with some gloves of garlic. Following 
that a worm enema with garlic decoction in water or mi Ur 
this will kill gordian worms and excreted them died with ex¬ 
crement. 


■ Garlic decoction for making an enema is prepared by boil¬ 
ing three cloves of garlic in 3/4 liter of water or milk then 
purified and injected slowly hot (36) in anus. 

■ Eating (3-4) cloves of garlic will purify the stomach, intes- 
t in ess and ease digestion. 

■ To get rid or foul-smelling, it is advised to have a rasped 
apple or drinking a teaspoonful of honey of chewing some 
coffee beans, cumin or anise or chewing parsley stems. 


By Systema Scientific Research 
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Des dollars pour deloger des Palestiniens de Jerusalem-est 

OUs Palestiniens de Ras al-Amoud, A Jerusalem-est annexie, rejusenl les aMchantes propositions 
du millionaire omiriadn Irving Moskowitz qui veut rocketer lews masons pour crier sur place 
une colonic June. «L"avocat de Moskowitz tente de $4duire mon frire avec 150.000 dollars poor 
quitter la terra, mais moi je ne la qnitterai qoe mart*, assure Ali Hamdallah , quid40 aits vit avec 
ses trots freres, leurs femmes et lews 17 enfants une nunson A Has al-Amoud. 

AprAs la creation de I’Etat d'lsrail en 1948, lafamUle avail quitti la region de bodpris de Tel-Aviv 
pour s'installer a Jerusalem-est, que I’Etat hibreu occupera et annexera en 1967. «Je m’en irai 
d ia quad IsraS nous restituera nos terras de Lod», expliqueAlL Malgri Topposition du 
gouvernemcnl israelien an projet Moskovitz, approuve par la municipaUli de Jirusalem, lafamUle 
Hamdallah vit dans Tangoisse de Texpulsion. «Nous sommes trfes inqoiets, ne qriwnt pas and 
sort nous reserve le lendemaim*, avoue une femme de cette famille. *La terra ayant Itl vendue 
aux juris, qu’adviendra-t-il de mes enfants ?», s 'interroge-t-eHe. 

Le millionaire amirictnn land dans une offensive d'achats de terrains a Jerusalem-est (noire 
photo) est consider i comma «fe btmquier des colons* dont il a finance ptusieurs projets visant a 

iudalser le secteur nmhe A* In oift* C/in nMMf i/mmA >a»« ASP - cn nnn A l n_ 


ptioto) est considerc comme banquier des colons* dont il a finance ptusieurs projets visant a 

, p , judaJser le seciew arabe de la vide. Son projet devrait loger 450juifs parrni 50.000Arabes. Pour 

en f pn trCmPQl C nil vtor 1 u Y iant . lamise en chantierdeces logements a iti suspendue provisoirement, Selon un expert 

UL \S Lx 11 anLaia U.U O L d 1 palestimen en nutttire de colonisation, I'idification d’une citijuxve A Ras al-Amoud, «deviendrait 

__ un proMeme plus grave que cel in d'Hebron*. 
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Education 


Le jour du grand mechant tawjihi 


Sports 


victoire allemande dans le Tour de France 


. S ra pde epreuve cycliste au monde. L'un des evenements sportifs les plus 

- to tetevsion apres les Jeax Olympiques et la coupe du monde de football. Pour 
&jf*:P?? miere fois cette annee, c'est im allemand, Jan Ullrich qui s'est impose dans la 
V- v ' V grande boucle. Retour sur trois semaines d couper le souffle. 


Les resultats du baccalaureat sont tombes : settlement 45% de 
reussite. Comme chaque annee , Vannonce des regus et des recedes a 
ete le theatre de crises de nerfs et de dramatiques disillusions. 


Dik ies premiers 

coups de- pddales du Tour, la 
• prance.Ale respire plus. Certains 
. ,sortent du travail plus tdt pour 
renderJl la maison. se scoicher 
devant le poste de television et 
’suiyre^7 tranquil lement 1'arrivde 
ide Teiape. Plus dc 20 millions 
.de spectateurs 6taient encore 
soi.Ies routes de I'hexagone 
■ pour encourager les coureurs. 

. Xe.Tour de France, c'est depuis 
;i903 un partie du patrimoine 
frangais. Cr^ par. le journal 
l'Auto (devenu L'£quipe en 
.^1946, seul quotidien sponlf 
^fran^ais), cette epreuve rassem- 
ble les meilleurs cyclistes pro- 
fessionnels de la planete. Les 
classements sont indiquds par 
une symbolique de couleurs qui 
babiilent la l^gende du Tour de 
Fiance. Le maillot jaane re¬ 
compense le premier de la com¬ 
petition au classement par 
temps ; le maillot vert est attri- 


bue aux vainqueurs aux points 
; le maillot blanc a pois rouges 
d£signe le meilleurgrimpeur. 

Dimanche dernier, c’est Jan 
Ullrich qui, aprfcs 3870 kms en 
22 jours, a termini sur la plus 
haute marc he du podium, le 
maillot jaune sur les Ipaules. 
Cest le premier Allemand 5 
remporter l'epreuve. Et pour 
cet exploit, il a re?u 2J2 mil¬ 
lions de francs h Tissue de 
Tultime et dlfcbre 6iape des 
Champs-EIysles. Ullrich est 
aussi bon grimpeur que rou- 
leur. 11 a notamment cons trait 
sa victoire dans le contre-Ia- 
montre de Saint-Etienne et 
dans les Pyrlntes- Au classe¬ 
ment final, il prlcdde le 
Frangais Richard Virenque de 
plus de neuf minutes et I'ltalien 
Marco Pantani de plus de 14 
minutes. Depuis Laurent Fig- 
non en 1984 qui avait repousse 
Bernard Hinault & plus de 10 
minutes, aucun autre coureur 



n'avait creusl un tel lean sur 
son suivanL Malgri les coups 
de butoir de Virenque dans les 
Alpes, Ullrich n'a jamais vrai¬ 
ment momrl de signes de d€r 
faiUance. Ce 84eme Tour de 
France pourrait done marquer 
Je dlbut du rfegne de ce jeune 


Allemand de 23 ans. 11 succe- 
derait alors dans la llgende du 
Tour a Jacques Anquetil. Eddy 
Merckx. Bernard Hinault et Mi¬ 
guel Indurain, tous les quatre 
vainqueurs ft cinq reprises de la 
Grande Boucle. ■ 


Le Jourdain 


lls sont la par di- 

zaines. en proie a la panique. 
lls attendenL Quelques minutes 
plus lard, la seine est un me¬ 
lange de gaieie et de tristesse : 
les uns sautent de joie. les au- 
tres s'abandonnent aux larmes 
et aux cris. Certains mime 
tombent dans les pommes. 

Non. ce n'est pas une apoca¬ 
lypse thliitrale mais le matin 
des resultats du tawjihi 
fi'lquivaJent du bac frangaisj. 
Le pourcentage de rlussite est 
d'environ 45%. soil un peu 
mo ins que Tan passl. 

Avec 49.000 Hives, les re¬ 
calls sont done majoritaires et 
dans leur camp, i'indignaiion 
est de mise. • Regardez son vis¬ 
age. se desespere un parent en 
montrant la bouille embule de 
son enfant, il creve le cccur 
comme des milliers d'autres. 
Us ont travaille jour ei nuit ei 
anjourd'hui tous leurs espoirs 
portent en jumee. C'est vrai- 
meni trop dur ! ». 

« C'est injuste ! ». est Tautre 
indignation qui proliferait dans 
les rangs des Hives dig us. 
Beaucoup se considereni vic- 


times de T« injustice* des cor¬ 
rections. Cest le cas d'Oula. 
qui ne cesse de pleurer l 
chaudes larmes : «n I'ecole, 
j’avais toujours de iris bonnes 
notes (90% en terminole). Que 
jechoue au bac. c'est trap in¬ 
juste*. Au-dela de lichee, elle 
se sent sunout sanctionnle : 
*j‘ai I'impression que j'ai ete 
punie, peut-etre d'm'oir ose 
river alter a la fac*. 

Punition. Le moL est un peu 
exaglre mais aide & compren- 
dre 1'ltat de ras-le-bol des £tu- 
diants. En fait tout a commend 
avec la nouveile formule du 
tawjihi qui se tenait pour la 
premilre fois en une seule et 
meme cession. «Ces resultats 
moturem que le nouveau 
systAme ne manque pas de de- 
fauts». n'hlsile pas h condam- 
ner un enseignant d*une dole 
publique a Irbid. Les Hives 
couronnls de sueds sont aussi 
ties critiques : » j’ai obienu une 
moyenne tres basse (65.8%) 
purer que j'etais angoissee par 
ce nouveau systeme*, regrette 
Rasha. II est vrai que sa moy¬ 
enne est insuffisante pour intl- 


grer une universitl publique 
qui exige un minimum de 75%. 
Et puis les larmes de ceux qui 
ont rlussi ne som pas toujours 
de joie. MaJgrl une moyenne 
impressionnante de 84%. 
Dahal n'a pas les moyens finan¬ 
ciers de poursuivre ses Hu des, 
«tout le monde me dil que je 
dnrais ctre fiere. Mais moi, je 
me demande it quoi cela me 


sen d'a\-oir mon tawjihi*. Les 
heureux laureals peuvent au 
moins se dire que le tawjihi 
n'est plus qu'un mauvais souve¬ 
nir. Pour les victimes de la nou¬ 
veile formule ou de la paresse, 
le meme cauchemar les attend 
encore Tannle prochaine. ■ 


Nailed Al-Khlonf 


Joies et 
peines a 
Vannonce 
des resul¬ 
tats du 
tawjihi. 
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ur.fedSration existe depuis 
■et ttis Cher. . . 


- Sera-t-H 6a>ut6 ? iZaudtencCvdu cyclisroe 
. / • da^s‘te pubBc 3 oai 2 H»e* bsl plus-que^nl- 
gHgeaHe^ dem&e fe ftx>*a&. ou le. 
baste-brfL ITny a qui observer les qqn- : 
ah^' t.-ducteure quand Us rroisent des coureurs : 
.^nC' - sur la ipufe de rafiropdrt ptwr compen- 
qptjlt cycEsan x encore ^es ki '7 
-.&?■ -tomlfies Sayalecayarit de gagner ses let- . 
';ces’de noblesse. J-rfSoi? ils nous encoum- . 
~genX, : $dir tertpeuitome,- iactmte Khaled ; : 
- Kbijwrfi scat its klaxtwient, swills nous 
~ fitteni dc Veau pouf rigoler*. Soils'sa 
" v .caa^^ ct»naaenieDt enfenefe; ses pe-. 

■ tits'. V-y^JX/ ranre - •' n’exprimerit - anctme 
jafcttcur^A 24 ans. H ne se'dficoutage * 
V’jp^.&bhied i£ver de deyeirir le meOJeur: 
dqnreitr cycKsa. ^rabe de tous les temps 
mfane. de pertidper au Ttrar de 
■uht -wwiw*'' f^aoce' et <fe= : suivrc Texeraple de. son 
nfoleXler F^ancais Ladfent Figroii, ttouble . 
.ydrKBieair'de fa. Grande Boucle. Smon. il- ■ 
™ jp€d?der po^r son bica-toe,;. 




V anrarit Lainfe 


Elections 

Le boycott du FAI n'empcche pas le dialogue 

Le Front d‘action islamique (FAI) suit la decision de boycott des Freres Musulmans. Un 
decret royal confirme cependant la tenue des elections legislatives et fixe une date : le 
4 novembre prochain. Dans les coulisses, les tractations continuent. 


C'est fait. Jeudi dernier, 
le conseil de la Choura (sorte 
de comill central) du FAI s'est 
pronond pour le boycott des 
Hections par une large majoritl 
de 80 voix contre 16. Une prise 
de position qui niton ne per- 
sonne puisque la Choura est en 
majoritl composle de membres 
des Frlres musulmans. inspira¬ 
tion idlologique du FAJ. Cela 
n'a pas emp&rhl Adnan Majali. 
prdsideni du Conseil de dlclar- 
er peu 3prls que -les pones du 
dialogue som toujours ouvertes 
au service de I'inierci nation¬ 
al*. Effect ivement. de part et 
d'autre, on fait appel aux vertus 
du dialogue national pour dl- 
passer cede crise. Lc ministre 
de I'intlrieur aurait deja rencon- 
trf un des representams des 
Frlres musulmans la semaine 
demiere et unc entrevue entre 
le premier ministre Abdel Sa- 
lam Majali et Zuneibat, le chef 
de la confrlrie. est l Tfitude. Il 


ne Taut pas oublier aussi 
*l'lcharfge de points de vue» 
entre ce meme Zuneibat et le 
chef du cabinet royal, sans 
doute sur instruction du roi. 


Effet domino 

Rien n'est sorti de tous ces 
entretiens. 11 s'agit simplement 
de sonder les intentions des uns 
et des autres. Le gouveroemem 
tente de connaftre les vlritables 
modvaiions des Frlres musul¬ 
mans. De son c6tl la confrlrie 
esplre marchander sa participa¬ 
tion au sc rutin contre la satis¬ 


faction de ses revendications. 

Mais texiles ces manreuvrcs 
politiciennes ne sont pas sans 
conslquences sur le paysage 
politique jordanien. Certains 
dirigeants du FAI ont dljl prl- 
sentl leur dlmission. en signe 
de protestation contre le boy¬ 
cott Une scission du FAI est 
done envisageable. D'autre 
part, le boycott du FAI, Tune 
des formations politiques les 
plus importantes du pays pour¬ 
rait donner des idles b d'autres 
partis de Topposition (nationa- 
listes ou de gauche). Cartes ces 


partis n'ont pas d'assises popu- 
laires considlrables mais ils ne 
sont pas sans influence sur la 
seine politique. Dls Ions, des 
Hections sans candidats 
auraiem-elles encore un quel- 
conque inplret ? Plus les iraclo¬ 
tions urainent en longueur sans 
remettre en cause un boycott 
glnlralisl. plus cette question 
du maintien du senitin devient 
incomoumable. ■ 


Suleiman S weiss 


Culture 


Rudolf Noureev, etoile eternelle 

r u a ii e t de Tchaikovski, La belle au bois dormant, est cette semaine c 
. jerash. L'occasion d’evoquer l'un des plus grands danseurs de 
a ' Rudolf Noureev, decide il y a quatre ans du sida. 


au programme 
ce siecle 


Li *f. 



Noureev, danseur sans 
rival, s'est produit sur toutes 
les seines du monde. On vo- 
yageait d'un bout & Tautre de 
la terre pour admirer sa grace 
de fllin, son charme, son feu. 

Nl dans un train h Vladi¬ 
vostok, il passe son enfance 1 
Oufa (Oural) dans un apparte- 
ment qu'il partage avec ses 
parents, ses sours et deux au¬ 
tres families. Sa dltermi na¬ 
tion, sa bravoure et son arro¬ 
gance viendront & bout de la 
mi sire et lui permettront de 
rfaliser son rfive : devenir 
danseur. De Tlcole de Moicou 
oft il fiiit ses dlbuts, Noureev 
est rapidement propulsl dan- 
seur-Hoile dans le fameux bal¬ 
let du Kirov. Esprit libre, il re¬ 
fuse de s'engager dans la 
politique, il veut simplement 
danser, s'exprimer, inventer 
mais en Russie sa crlativitl 
est souvent frustrle. En 1961, 
alors qu'il effectue une tour- 
n& triomphale k Paris, il re- 
noncc a son pays, saute les 
barriferes de la douane et ob- 

deat resile politique en 
France. C'est finalement en 
Angletene k Covent Garden 
pendant J'interprltation de 
Guile que le public europlen 
d&ouvre son glnie. Il devient 


Ensemble, ils obtiennent des 
records de rappels, Margot le 
soutient dans ses moments 
d'angoisse et de doute. Elle 
disait de lui: *ce n'esi pas un 

danseur mais la danse elle- 
meme ! ». Noureev semblait 
dlfier la pesanteur, «sa grace 
et sa technique, c'ltait de la 
magie». 

En 1983. il est nomme k la 
t8te de la troupe de TOpdra de 
Paris alors essouffile. Ce 
maiire tenace et slvfcre trans- 
forme tous ses danseurs en so- 
listes. Dix ans plus tard, «sav> 
troupe est acclamle sur toutes 
les seines du monde. Noureev 
lui a donnl sa passion, son 
Iclat. 




deses 


le partenaire de Margot Fon- 
ayn au Royal BalleL Ensem¬ 
ble ils interprHeot Romto el 
Juliems cl Le lac des cygnes. 


50.000 francs la soi¬ 
ree 

C'ltait aussi une vraie star 
avec ses extravagances. II pos- 
sldait des residences dans les 
plus belles rlgions du monde ; 
Paris, Londres, Monte-Carlo, 
les Antilles. New York, un 
ranch en Pennsylvania et 
mime une He pits de Capri. 
Capritieux, il pouvait etre 
d'une violence verbale inoule. 
Mlgalo. ce tsar mondial de la 
danse, comme on le suraom- 
mail, exigeait qu'en le regar¬ 
dant danser on Iprouve la 
mime sensation que devant le 
tableau d'un grand maitre. -Je 
voudrais que Ton m‘'adore ou 


que Ton me haisse, mais que 
Ton ne puisse pas etre indif¬ 
ferent ! » En 45 ans de car- 
rifere et plus de 200 re prise nta- 
lions, Noureev a acquis une 
fortune estimle h ptusieurs 
cemaines de millions de 
francs. II pouvait demander 
jusqu'a 50.000 francs par soi- 
rle. Deux foudations 
s'occupent aujourd'hui de glr- 
er son hlritage. II a ainsi assu- 
rl une vie confortable a sa fa¬ 
mille et dismbul des bourses 
pour que des danseurs russes 
s’initient k ia danse amlricaine 
et europlenne. 

Pour servir Tart, ce giant a 
rlduit son corps k Tesclavage : 
-j'honorerai la danse tant que 
mes ligaments el mes os me le 
permetironi*. disait-il. Des au¬ 
tres danseurs. il expiiquait : 
* pour quoi tous les danseurs 
ne sont-ils pas etcmels ? 
parce qu'ils n'ont pas vrai- 
tneat cheri la danse*. Con- 
damnl par le sida. il se rlfu- 
giera dans sa maison des 
Antilles. L'un des ses amis se 
rappel le Tune dc ses demieres 
apparitions sur seine : *pour 
La Bayadlre de Minkus. Solar 
lc guerrier (Noureev) esi sou- 
tenu par les bras, pilrifii au 
fond d'un siege sur le plateau 
qu'il avail traverse en oura- 
gan 31 ans plus tot*. ■ 


Nelly Lama 


Le programme du festival de 
Jerash du 31 juillet au 6 aout 



L’orchestre baroque de VUnion europlenne se produira sur la seine du thddtre nord 


Au theatre sud 

A paitir de 20h30 


31 juillet-ler aodl 
Le chanteur Hani Shaker 
(Egypte) 


la compagnie de ballet russe 
Omsk 

3 aout 

L’orchestre baroque de 
1’Union europlenne 


5f6aoQt 

Danse japonaise avec ia com¬ 
pagnie You go 


213 aodt 

Le groupe de flamenco Dos 
Hermanas (Espagne) 


5/6 aout 

Broadway chaml par la sopra¬ 
no amlricaine Rosemary 
George 


Au theatre 
Sons et Lumieres 

A paitir de 20h30 


4/5 aout 
Folklore irakien 


Au theatre Artemis 

A partir de 20h30 


31 juillet 

Les Karagounides, groupe de 
danses tradidonnelles (Gilce) 


6 aodl 

Le chanteur Karim Al-Sahir 
(Iraq) 


31 juiOet/ler aoQt 
L’operene d’Hezia par 
troupe alglrienne 


ler/2 ao&t 

Groupe folklorique palesanien 
deRamallah 


une 


Au th^tre nord 

A partir de 20h30 


31 juillet 

DIGll de mode folklorique 
de Hana Sadiq (Iraq) 


2/3 aodl 

Uh groupe de musique d'lrbid 
avec des chansons de Bilad 
As ham 


3 aoQt 

Groupe musical 
I’universitl de M'uta 


de 


ler/2 aodt 

La Belle au bois dormant par 


4 ao&t 

Un groupe de danse indienne : 
“Mr. Jayram Rama Rao et 
Mine Vanashree Rao” 


4aoBt 

Groupe musical de 

I’universal nadonale 

d’Amman 


5/6ao{ii 

Troupe de tambours Igyptiens 
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Buddhism’s ‘golden age’ 


By Laura Tyson 


THE CHUBBY face with its signature 
cherubic grin stands, out in one photo¬ 
graph after another with a youthful US 
senator A1 Gore in 1988; with Soviet 
dissident writer Alexander Solzhenit¬ 
syn; with Tibet's exiled spiritual 
leader, the Dalai Lama: with Pope John 
Paul 11 at the Vatican. 

Despite the tonsured pate and flow¬ 
ing saffron cassock. Venerable Master 
Hsing Yun is anything but a simple 
Buddhist monk. The flamboyant 
founder of Fokuangshan Temple, 
which celebrates its 30th anniversary 
this year, is Taiwan's most influential 
Buddhist leader and its most 
controversial. 

The temple's influence even extends 
to the US. where it is growing in siep 
with Asian Americans' greater voice in 
the political arena. Last year Fokuang¬ 
shan. which means “Buddha's light 
mountain." was caught up in the scan¬ 
dals surrounding the financing of Bill 
Clinton's presidential re-election cam¬ 
paign. Vice-president Gore was a guest 
at Fokuangshan during one of his trips 
to Taiwan. 

The country’s transformation in the 
last decade from a military dictator¬ 
ship. run by devout Christians, to a 
prosperous democracy has helped Bud¬ 
dhism to supplant Christianity as the 
religion with the most clout. 

Taiwan's former ruler. Chiang Kai- 
shek. considered Buddhism as 
declasse. With the end of the dictator¬ 
ship in 1987. and the end of the Chiang 
family era with the death of Kai-shek's 
son in 1988. society opened up in 
many ways. 

Rising social uncertainty and sudden 
material prosperity has made many 
ordinary Taiwanese seek spiritual sol¬ 
ace in Buddhism, bolstering temple 
coffers and attracting politicians eager 
to woo Buddhist leaders for the vote of 
the faithful. 

Fokuangshan Temple stands in the 
vanguard of a new evangelical Bud¬ 
dhism led by spiritual entrepreneurs 
and followed" by a corps of affluent 

devotees. 

Sevcnty-ycar-old Hsing Yun's for¬ 
midable skills in popularising Buddhist 
precepts are matched only by those in 
cultivating the powerful and wealthy, 
attracting "critics as well as followers. 
His appeal is enhanced by his every- 
man persona. His biography shows 
photos of him riding a camel in Egypt: 
playing basketball with robes a-flutter, 
with a pigeon perched on his bald 
head. 

The order he established 30 years 
ago in southern Taiwan now h:is over 
1.300 monastics mostly women and 
claims 1m lay faithful in more than 100 



countries. U receives an estimated 
$3.7m in donations each month. 

Fokuangshan sees itself at the centre 
of a renaissance in (he Buddhist faith. 
"This is a golden age for Buddhism, 
especially in Taiwan," says Fokuang- 
shan's abbot Venerable Hsin Ting. 

Hsing Yun. who fled from mainland 
China in 1949 when the Communists 
took comral. was arrested several times 
by Generalissimo Chiang’s security 
forces in the 1950s. 

Times have changed. Taiwan's 
Nationalist-led government recently 
gave Hsing Yun. whose monastic 
name means "stars and clouds", a role 
as ambassador-at-large for diplomati¬ 
cally isolated Taipei. 

When the Dalai Lama made an 
unprecedented visit to Taiwan in 
March, his first stop was Fokuangshan. 
where he was greeted by thousands of 
Buddhist followers and supporters of 
Taiwanese and Tibetan independence. 

Taiwan there was the potential to 
neglect what he called "basic human 
values". 

“Material progress must be balanced 
with spiritual development." he cau¬ 
tioned. His words resonated in Taiwan, 
where people feel bewildered by the 
pace and direction of change. Last 


year, there was a spate of scandals 
about secretive religious sects whose 
leaders claimed supernatural powers 
and duped many naive followers. 

“Societal change in Taiwan has 
created a strange phenomenon." 
laments Hsin Ting. “Many people are 
making money under the camouflage 
of Buddhism. These people are not true 
Buddhists bur they damage the reputa¬ 
tion and image of Buddhism." 

“Now the government comes round, 
not to ask For'help with charitable 
endeavours but to investigate temple 
tax records." he says.- As in China's 
Tang Dynasty, when Buddhism flour¬ 
ished and temples were at the height of 
their powers, religious organisations 
are exempt from taxes. But this has 
come under scrutiny. 

The Dalai Lama said his main pur¬ 
pose in visiting Fokuangshan was to 
learn about bhiksuni the ordination of 
nuns. This is not merely an academic 
point. Buddha taught sexual equality 
but the bhiksuni tradition nonetheless 
died out many centuries ago in the 
southern Buddhist countries, including 
India. Nepal. Burma and Thailand. 

Women are excluded from full ordi¬ 
nation because the monks are very con¬ 
servative, says Master Man Hwu. an 


energetic cellular phone-toting nun 
who" works in the temple's interna¬ 
tional affairs office. “We believe they 
are guarding their own cafeteria. The} 
don't want iu share the cake." she says. 

Fokuangshan publishes prolifically. 
Scholars are compiling a vernacular 
Chinese version of die Buddhist sutras. 
the equivalent of Martin Luther trans¬ 
lating the Bible from Latin into Ger¬ 
man? The project is being undertaken 
in cooperation with Buddhist scholars 
in China. 

Fokuangshan's critics call Hsing 
Yun a “political monk" or a “commer¬ 
cial nionk" who is too involved in 
mundane affairs. 

Such criticism is perhaps partly 
motivated by jealousy of Fokuung- 
shan s success and partly a result of 
deep philosophical differences among 
different Buddhist groups. In contrast 
to many Buddhist sects. Fokuangshan 
plays down conventional meditation, 
or ch an, in favour of teaching and 
charitable activities. Instead. Hsing 
Yun speaks of “a taste of eh'an in eve¬ 
ryday life", saying one can meditate 
while working, eating or even while 
using .i computer. ■ 


Financial Times Syndication 


A view front America 

Perhaps we 

another wai| 







Carrie Nelle Move 

Star US corespondent 


HOW DO we come together again? Perhaps 
what we need is another war. Obviously this 
is an absurd statement and a heinous moughL 
It is just that our nation—our world?— seems 
to have come to such odds with itself. We 
fight amona ourselves as never before. Many 
lament the “fact that our morals are at an all¬ 
lime low. . ., 

Others use "freedom of speech to jusory 
vim/ally anything—and even those of us who 
disagree with many of these "anythmgs 
must acknowledge" that our freedom ot 
speech must be honored. 

But where is the line drawn and who draws 
it? is it that «e are just 
not leaching our children 
the same values we were 
taught? As 1 write that 
line I cringe, as I recog¬ 
nize it as the universal 
generational complaint. 

Indeed. 1 was once taught 
that Aristotle bemoaned 
this same truism, but 
extensive searches for 
this quote have proved 
futile. Nevertheless, if he 
did not say it. no doubt he 
thought it. 

To examine some of 
today's frustrations: 

Crudeness has permeated 
our society to the point 
that “bun" land not that 
of a cigarette nature) is 
commonplace usage. 

The animated- Mmwn 

television-characters- 

lumed-motion-picture-stars. Beavis and Butt- 
head, have been embraced by two genera¬ 
tions of admirers. Nor good. But hey. from 
media reports, they are tame beside the new¬ 
est characters designed to hit .the small and 
hig screens, the “Peanuts-looking" kiddies of 
South Park, youngsters who have "one of the 
kids rbeing)"probed on a flying saucer from 
outer space." at which time another says. 
“Aliens stuck stuff up your ass!" 

According to South Park's creator Trey 
Parker land buddy Man Stone). "I can guar¬ 
antee it's gonna be the raunchiest thing on 
TV and it's gonna piss a lot of people off." 
And he is bragging. One cannot help but 
wonder about Parker and Stone. 

Back in 1991 I came home for my annual 
two weeks in the States. Forget the fact that 
movies once again referred to women as 
“girls." that sexism was far worse than it had 
been in the mid-1970s when the women's 
movement was coming to full bloom, and 


that cigarette smoking by 
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turbing thing to me 
chillinely sick movie Silence w 
was the most popular film to; 
was frightening because it sees 
if the sickness of Hannibal Le 
most movie-going Americans’ 
ine to see. bur society was a tr 
Nevertheless, this was just a i 
human beings evidently 
scared, then perhaps it was;r 
tionally. although we are toldfl 
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An NBC news 
report of July 22 
told us that for the 
first time in 
history, 50 percent 
of the murders in 
America today are 
committed by 
strangers 
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Gavin De Becker and be adigjjL,-- 

be afraid, be wary." The sad^h is. we do 
have to be wary. In the pasr^nfctological sta¬ 
tistics assured us that a maji^of the mur- 
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ders committed in the US 
persons known to their v 
news report of July 22 told 
time in history. 50 percent 
America today are commiit 
How can any person, 
thinking, be pleased with. 
There is a happy note. 
Bacharach, the music artist 
in the 1960s and '70s and;! 
condescendingly by many- 
early 90s, is becoming " 
swinging—the X—gent 
me prudish. But what the 
a little more Bun Bari 















Ttft- r.v. 

R■* 




i'i-* 

- i • * 


pin:-;";;; -... 




j»h-. V; 7. ... 

• •riw 


>tr-- • .. . 

.-•■us:" -• ' 7' . - 


• - • . . 

Vj. 1 'V---; '77 - 


:;K- 

li *•» . 




Vi:'. ' 


K3E 


A crusader for self-delusion 


Checkov 


Jack London: A Life By Alex 
Kershaw, HarperColfins £20. 
335 pages. 


Reviewd by Justin Wintle 


THE AMERICAN critic 
Alfred Kozin said of his com¬ 
patriot Jack London that he 
was his period's greatest cru¬ 
sader and most unashamed 


hack. The epithets might easily 
be transposed. As a spokesman 
of tum-of-the-century social¬ 
ism. London was as undaunted 
in proclaiming his opinions as 
he was sometimes misguided 
in them. As a writer who regu¬ 
larly boasted that he only 
wrote to finance his other 
interests, he was surely the 
greatest hqck not just of his 
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own. but any age. 

London's output was pro¬ 
digious. As Alex Kershaw 
reminds us. in a career that 
spanned just IS years he pro¬ 
duced 20 novels. 200 short 
stories and over 400 items of 
non-fiction, ranging from 
newspaper articles to book- 
length essays. Day in, day out. 
London rose early and wrote a 
minimum 1.000 words the 
one abiding discipline in his 
life. What makes him shine in 
the firmament, however, is the 
undisputed quality of his best 
work, its sheer hard- 
ha tied ness. 

There was a great deal of 
dross, so much in fact that no 
one in their right mind would 
contemplate publishing the 
Complete Jack London; but 
there were also real diamonds. 
The Call of the Wild, for 
instance, or 77ie Sea Wolf, or 
The People of the Abyss. 
Indeed, with the exception of 
Henry James, in an existence 
foreshortened by alcohol, mor¬ 
phine and burn-out. London 
published more of lasting 
value than any of his more fas¬ 
tidious and longer lived 
contemporaries. 

More than any other con¬ 
temporary, too, London 
effected the 20th century tran¬ 
sition from “author'’ to 
“writer”. Coming from the far 
side of the literary-social 
divide, he brought with him 
not just his steely articulacy, 
but also the legendarily rough¬ 
neck experiences of his ado¬ 
lescence and early manhood. 

The poor son of a con man 
and a lady astrologer. London 
left school at 14 {o work in a 
cannery. By 20 he had been an 
oyster pirate, a irans-Pacific 
sailor, a hobo and a convict. 
Then, after tutoring himself to 
gain a place at Berkeley, and 
dropping out after only four 
months, he set off for Alaska 
and the Klondike on the 
adventure that made his fame. 
And others followed, notably 
his ill-starred attempt at cir¬ 
cumnavigation in the Snark. 
accompanied by his second 
wife Charmian his ideal 
“Mate Woman,” as he called 
her. 

Despite bis imitators, no 
other writer sports such on 
action-packed biography. 

Today it is still mandatory 
almost for new writers to add 
something offbeat to their 
“author's blurb" That, too, is 
a part of the London legacy. 

But equally, where London 
' is suspect, it is largely down to 
his being self-taught, and the 
accompanying vanity 


Throughout his life he had a | 
tendency to swallow his din- i 
sen influences whole. Thus. \ 
while he ingested Marx. ; 
Nietzsche. Darwin and Herbert : 
Spencer, he never properly 
digested them. Rather he was 
prone lo throw them up again, 
didactically on to his own 
page. 

Perhaps his barque was so 
ambitious he needed other 
men's oars to row it. The 
results though are uncomforta¬ 
ble. Like H.G. Wells. London 
embraced eugenics just us he 
embraced socialism, but with¬ 
out apparently seeing much 
need to square. The man of 
the world and champion of the 
underdog was also a narrow 
racisL favouring the "Anglo- 
Saxon race" against all¬ 
comers. His understanding of 
women was similarly disjunc¬ 
tive. He wanted them to be fel¬ 
low heroes of the future, but 
had little sensitivity towards 
them in the present. In his fic¬ 
tion. the female characters 
invariably fail to convince. 

“It does noi matter how 
wrong your philosophy of life 
may be.” London once promul¬ 
gated. "so long us you have 
one and have it well.” Herein I 
suspect lies the essence of his 
personal tragedy. Not only did 
London have a sterling capac¬ 
ity to delude himself, but 
somewhere along the line 
thought that self-delusion 
showed good form. 

Jack London: A Life reas¬ 
serts the legend without offer¬ 
ing sustained cross- 
examination. Us journalist . 
author acknowledges that Lon- | 
don was party to its manufac- J 
tore, but is largely content to 
regurgitate his subject's biog¬ 
raphy very much as London 
himself concciired it. in his 
innumerable autobiographical 
outings. The prose, too. is 
jejune . as London's only rarely 
is. The apocalyptic remorse 
experienced by bingeing alco¬ 
holics. memorably defined as 
“white logic" in John Barley¬ 
corn, Kershaw miscues as 
“maudlin”. 

Elsewhere, redheads are 
stunning, blondes gorgeous. 
The narrative moves along 
nicely enough, however, and 
Kershaw has already sold the 
film rights to Hollywood, so it 
would be-wrong to insist this 
book cannot or does not whet 


Turbulent wor 


of a master 


By Jackie WuUschlager 


BemanJ Shaw once said that 
reading Chekhov's plays made 
him want to tear up his own. In 
homage he wrote Heartbreak 
House, about a bizarre family 
who inhabit "this silly house, 
this strangely happy house, this 
agonising house, this house 
without foundations." The play 
was supposed to recall the shift¬ 
ing tones of The Cherry 
Orchard and The Three Sisters, 
but Chekhov's life turbulent, 
exhilarated, restless, tenacious 
in the bat Lie between the tuber¬ 
culosis that killed him at 44 and 
the creative spirit that revolu¬ 
tionised world drama was also 
something like Shaw's house. 

In literary mythology. Chek¬ 
hov is Russia's doctor-sainl- 
genius, who helped the sick and 
poor while distilling in his plays 
the humanity and wisdom 
behind the medical man’s ironic, 
detached facade. This biography 
gives us a more complex pic¬ 
ture. Rayfield. a Chekhov expert 
since the 1970s. is the First Brit¬ 
ish biographer to have access to 
the full editions and letters 
which were expurgated by the 
Soviet authorities, and he has 
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uncovered a magnificent amount of new 
material. 

In place of Lhe cool observer. Rayfield 
gives us a Chekhov embroiled with family, 
friends and a myriad of lovers all of whom 
challenged his autonomy as an artist, his 
space to write, his health, while drawing 
him into their lives so intensely that they 
enriched his own imagination. Through a 
minutiae of farcical detail about eider¬ 
down-lined fur coats and invalid-menus of 
cherry compote and blancmange. Rayfield 
shows day-by-day how the last great plays 
The Seagull, l/ncle Vanya. Three Sisters 
and The Cherry Orchard were written in a 
rush against death, and from within a mar¬ 
riage to actress Olga Knipper which was 
not. as has been thought, idyllic but a 
union of two ego-driven artists incapable 
of compromising their vocations. 

Most mesmeri singly, there emerges 
from these pages the doomed but destruc¬ 
tively close Chekhov family: in their inep¬ 
titude. melancholy and tyranny they seem 
to epitomise the Russian condition, and 
they make us see how Chekhov, founder of 
modem drama, of the theatre of the absurd, 
of cruel comedy, could have come from 
nowhere else. 

Anton Chekhov was bom in Taganrog, a 
small port on the Sea of Azov in south 


Russia, in 1860. His fattier Pavel was a 
monstrous patriarch and a useless mer¬ 
chant who took his failure out on his fam¬ 
ily: his five sons were thrashed mercilessly 
while a daughter, Masha, was treated like a 
china dolL ‘Tyranny and lies crippled our 
childhood so much that it makes me sick 
and afraid to remember," Chekhov wrote. 

As V.S. Pritchett points out in his bril¬ 
liant short lire of Chekhov, this “cynically 
abandoned child” separated from his. fam¬ 
ily had much in common with Dickens, 
alone of his siblings put to work in the 
blacking factory. He was lonely, self- 
reliant, watchful, ambitious. 

The older brothers sank into drink and 
debauchery, but Anton studied medicine. 
He observed illness at the dreadful prison 
settlement of Sakhalin, and he became a 
respected doctor. “His bent for diagnosis 
and forensics was apt for a writer too." 
says Rayfield. > 

The parallels with his development as a 
writer, his ability to penetrate and depict 
emotions, were uncanny: 20 years enacted: 
the three sisters stood for all educated 
women marooned in the provinces... 
Masha had evety unfaithful wife in the 
audience in tears. So moved was the audi¬ 
ence that the curtain fell to total silence." 
Yet Chekhov the dramatist was neither sur¬ 


geon nor 
tragi-co 
decked in 
clown to 
after the 
stage, 
meaningl 
Tararabo- .. _ 

Rayfiel^thakes Chekhov at 
work a figure, fighting a 
public wtii&clida't understand, 
family deteari&s and a frail body. 
When the Just performance of 
The SeagnUr was booed offstage, 
Chekhov,^is blue...face frozen 
in a grima^ said “The author 
has flopped* and vanished into 
the Petersbufg night. 

The Moscow Arts Theatre jfi 
reyersed public perceptions and 
though Stam5lav5ky acted Trig- 
orin “like: an impotent recover¬ 
ing from typhoid,” the response 
to his Seawall was ecstatic. From 
then on, Chekhov and the Mos¬ 
cow Arts Theatre were locked 
into a relationship of mutual 
need and^desperation: when he 
gave thedt Three Sisters, Chek¬ 
hov was Writing his marriage 
contract towth a theater and an 
actress." .'V 

Chekhov's two great passion¬ 
ate femaJe-fOles, Masha and The ■ 
Cherry Orchard's Ranevskaia, 


were composed for "his wife Olga Knipper. 

But to write them he needed the relative 
warmth and calm of Yalta; to enact them^-i 
she had to be in Moscow, rehearsing, #.» 
drinking, coming borne at dawn They 
married in 1901. and for five months a 
year they did not see each other. 

The Cherry Orchard (1904), farewell 
play of a dying man. was inspired by a 
summer Olga and Chekhov spent at Stanis¬ 
lavsky’s country house Liubimovka, stand¬ 
ing on a nver surrounded by fields and - 
forests north east of Moscow 

By the end, Chekhov was wafer-thin. • 
coughing non-stop; a trip to Baden-Baden - 
to restore him was fetal, and he died in his 
hotel room, where the doctor ordered 
champagne for him because everything 
else was useless. “Chekhov could hardly ' 
walk, noises came from his chest But he 
seemed not to norite. He was interested in 
anything but iUndss. Why are such me- ' 
cious contents locked up in such a frail - 
vessel? asked a 'friend. This enthralling 
biography gives u£a sense of the physical 
reality of the man and of his inner life, of 
the lonely process** composition and the - 
vivid bustle of stage and performance, kisl^ 
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Remaking “Casablanca: 


; B^StnartMarshall 

Tp.GBT.an idea just how radical the Mercedes- 
• -BeriZ; A-Class is. try 10 imagine Rolls-Royce 
•prefacing an Escort-sized hatchback, or Jaguar 
■ airopen iwo-seaier the size of an MGF. 

■ 'ffiae-has never been a Mercedes-Benz 
.remotely like the A-Class. For a start it has 
,Jh>niT*di0eI drive, is only 3.57 m fjust under 
:J2ftj rong.and has the one box. sit-up-and-beg 
. ityjing usually associated with town car con- 
^cepKthat never got into production. 

. r When J'first saw it and sat in it at the Geneva 
jsalon de ^automobile last spring, I wondered 
-what oxr earth Mercedes-Benz was doing I lis¬ 
tened to all die talk about the need for a new 
’kind, of vehicle that would be eco-friendly 
£nougfy to please the greens, sufficiently small to 
-relieve pressure on urban road space and priced 
■so family motorists could afford one. When 
Mercedes-Benz said it would be all of these 
things and perform like one of its proper motor 
■cars; 1 had my doubts. Would it really be worthy 
of the three-poimed star? 

... My first drive last week was a revelation. The 
little car has clearly been built to traditional 
Mercedes-Benz, bomb-proof quality standards. 
It was as nippy and nimble as any small, power- 
steered runabout ip town. 

: Amazingly, it sustained 1 OOmph f I6ikph) on 
: an- autobahn with inimal noise, absolutely no 

- feeling of stress and some power in hand. 
•Gearing is quite tall at about 25mph/40kph per 
rl^OOOrpm; On winding, hilly roads, it cornered 
and toadied as capably as any of its far less 

-■lofty rivals. And the head, leg, hip and elbow 
room in.the front and rear seats was what one 
would expea of a medium/large family saloon. 

; (It has the same interior volume as a Mercedes- 
Benz C-Class.) 

For inspired, mould-breaking design, the A- 
Class stands alongside such immortals as the 
Ford.Model T, Citroen traction avant, Willys 
Jeep, V-W Beetle and BMC Mini. 

You step up into the driving seat and the view 
through the screen is typical of multi-purpose 
vehicles; all you can see are the parked wiper 
'blades. Two of the five A-Class cars 1 tried had 
optional semi-automatic transmission, like that 
of the Saab 900 Sensonic or Renault Clio Zoom. 

It uses the standard 5-speed manual box with 
an automatic clutch, which takes up the drive 
-.smoothly and progressively and disengages 
momentarily for shifting gear. 

It seems a good compromise as it will be 
cheaper than the 5-speed fully automatic trans- 
' mission (not available until next year) but makes 
driving in dense traffic almost as relaxed, nor 
does it affect fuel economy. 

Early A-Class buyers will have a choice of 
-two petrol engines. 1.4-litre. 82 horsepower and 
l .6-litre, 102 horsepower. Two direct injection 

- 1.689 cc turbo-diesels, one producing 60 horse¬ 
power. the other 90 horsepower. wiU follow in 
1998. The less potent A-160 turbo-diesel is to 
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Homage or insult? 


meet tax requirements in some markets. Most 
countries. Britain included, will get only the 
more powerful A-170. Semi-automatic and fully 
automatic transmissions will be available with 
the turbo-diesel engines. 

In run-of-the-mill driving, the two petrol 
engines Felt pretty much the same, though 1 
thought the 1.4-litre even silkier than Lhe 1.6- 
litre. However hard one pushed it. it just whirred 
softly. The 90 horsepower diesel muttered softly 
accelerating hard. 

As it produces 20 per cent more torque (pull¬ 
ing power) than the larger of the two petrol 
engines at far lower revolutions, overtaking in 
fourth and fifth gears is rapid. Average fuel con¬ 
sumptions range from 40.9 mpg (6.9 l/100km) 
for the A-160 to 60 mpg (4.7 1/I00km) for the 
A-160 turbo-diesel. Because their exhaust emis¬ 
sions are so cleanup to 40 per cent below the rel¬ 
evant EU Umiisthc turbo-diesels will benefit 
from tax concessions in Germany. 

As a 4/5 seater. there is a reasonable amount 
of luggage space. The load lloor can he 
extended by pushing the roar seat slightly for¬ 
ward. If you really need a huge amount of space, 
the back seatsand even the front passenger seat- 
come right out. 

Mercedes-Benz reckons 80 per cent of the 
200.000 A-Class it will make each year will be 
bought by people who now own cars like Ford 
Escorts. Opel Astras and VW Golfs. It doubts 
many will buy a lop spec automatic, air condi¬ 
tioned A-Class instead of a basic C-Class. even 
though the prices might seem uncomfortably 
close. 

The A-Class arrives in Britain next year. 
Prices of the 16,000 Mercedes-Benz UK expects 
to sell will start at between £13.500 and 
£14,000. On mainland Europe, an entry model is 
likely to cost little more than £10,000but that is 
with sterling riding high. If the pound remains at 
this level next year, Mercedes-Benz UK will 
probably add more goodies os standard, not trim 
the price. 

in Belgium, where sales start in October, the 
basic A-140 in Classic trim will cost 
BFr598.000 (£9.600), the A 160, BFr660.000. 
The Classic A-170 turbo-dieselavailable from 
March 98wifl cost BFr690.000 while elegant or 
avant-garde trims odd BFr57,350. Semi¬ 
automatic transmission will cost Belgians 
BFr28,036, fully automatic transmission 
BFr56,07l and air conditioning. BFr50.977. 

Assuming rt is eligible, it is a foregone con¬ 
clusion that the A-Class will win the 1998 Euro¬ 
pean Car of the Year contest by a distance. No 
car has made a bigger impression on me (his 
year. Like the Renault Megane Scenic, it points 
to a future in which “one box’* designs will be 
the norm. ■ 
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By Tamara Ikenberg 

FILM IT again. Sam. Fans arc 
shocked, shocked to learn dial 
Hollywood is thinking about 
remaking "Casablanca.’' And 
unlike some Hollywood gossip, 
this rumor has sonic basis in fact. 

The movie's characters are res¬ 
urrected in *‘As Time Goes By." a 
book coming out next year. 

Michael Walsh is writing the War¬ 
ner novel, which includes a pne- 
qucl and a sequel to the events in 
the 1942 film. As the rumor goes, 
the book will become u Warner 
Bros, movie. 

"At this point, there's no confir¬ 
mation that there's going to he a 
movie.” says Emi Battaglia, direc¬ 
tor of publicity lor Warner books. 

"There has been discussion, hut 
nothing's been firmed up or 
finalized." 

The news has left fans of the 
film, set during World War II in 
the French Moroccan refugee 
haven, convinced Hollywood is 
full of vultures, vultures, every¬ 
where. And it's left Walsh weary 
of unfounded rumors. 

"This whole thing has somehow 
taken on a life of its own." said 
Walsh, who was approached to 
take on the project while writing 
his most recent Warner Books 
release. "Exchange Alley.” "Wc 
ail sit around and play the casting 
game." 

Nothing is close to being defi¬ 
nite. says Walsh, who contends 
lhe prequel and sequel are natural 
extensions of dues about events 
and characters hinted at in the 

“’Ita'l.B week or two have Farewell scene 
found Liz Smith projecting aboit 
casting in her column. Among the rumored stars were 
Jufia Roberts as Ingrid Bergman's fresh yet wise lisa 
Lund. Sean Penn as Humphrey Bogart's cynieal. re¬ 
luctant sentimentalist Rick Blaine and Ralph Fiennes 
as Paul Heinreid's idealistic freedom fighter. Victor 
Laszlo. 

Walsh does admit he envisions Penn and Rennes in 
the roles but has since sent a letter to Smith requesting 
she rescind the Roberts rumor, which she did. 

"Julia Roberts came out of left field.” says Walsh, 
former classical music critic for Time magazine. "Liz 
made that up." 

"Casablanca” has surfaced in multiple remakes al¬ 
ready. In 1990, Robert Redfoni and Lena Olin starred 
in a knockoff called “Havana.” "Caboblanco." a tur¬ 
key of a remake, was released in 1980 with Charles 
Bronson in the Rick role. There were also two short¬ 
lived TV series in 1955 and 1983. The first featured 
Charles McGraw as Rick, and the second. David Soul. 
And although it never surfaced, there was talk of an 
official sequel, “Brazzaville," in which Rick and Re¬ 
nault strike out for the Free French Garrison at Brazza¬ 
ville. 

Despite the failure of direct adaptations, the classic 
love triangle-meets-political-intrigue plot line has 
been mutated too many times to mention. Last year's 
Oscar-winning "The English Patient” was an inverted 
“Casablanca.” 

But none of these previous efforts has sparked as 
much indignation as the current attempt. 

“Not many people can get away with sitting Lhere. 
ciying in their bourbon.” said Aaron Kurlychek. who 
is encouraging others to boycott a possible remake 
through his World Wide Web site. ’Torn Cruise tried 
to cry in ‘Jerry Maguire/ and you just had to laugh at 
him." 

Kurlychek, 25, is a bit of a cyber-Laszlo. He’s set 
up a resistance of his own. The only cause he's inter¬ 
ested in is fighting this remake. 



Farewell scene between Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman in Casablanca 


The recent graduate of the University of Washing¬ 
ton at Seattle has seen the film more than 20 times and 
has devoted a section of his Web site to rallying sup¬ 
port against a remake. It includes a petition urging fel¬ 
low purists to follow his lead. He was inspired to 
create the page after reading an article about the new 
book in the Seattle Times. 

”1 couldn’t believe it. As soon as I got home. I got 
right to work." he says. "I felt like someone had to put 
iheir foot down." His site is at http:// 
wcber.u. washington.edu/ kurly/easablanea.html/ 

Fans* indignation is interesting when you consider 
that the "Casablanca" they see as inviolate could have 
been very different. Several others were considered for 
the lead before Bogart. James Cagney. Ronald Reagan 
and George Raft were among them. As for Bergman's 
lisa. Ann Sheridan and Mary Astor were possibilities. 
But the hot rumor in Hollywood at the time paired 
George Raft with Hedy Lamarr. 

It was by sheer serendipity that Bogart, who had 
played only gangster types, and Bergman, who wasn't 
even in the country, were brought in.--Because the 
chemistry was so right, devotees can't imagine anyone 
else in the roles. 

Carrie Rickey, a film critic for the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, proposes Harrison Ford.as Bogart. 

“You need someone who has the bad boy thing 
down." says Rickey, who also contributed to the book 
"Casablanca: A 50th Anniversary Tribute." 

Casting choices, however, are secondary to the 
greater celluloid dilemma of exploiting the pasL 

Walsh recognizes that fans will despise any attempt 
□i a remake. And he maintains that he's not an advo¬ 
cate of the gratuitous resurrection of old films. 

■’Casablanca" is an exception, he says. A fresh 
injection of its themes—selflessness, loyalty and per¬ 
severance against adversity—are needed now more 
than ever. 

"It contrasts with our own time, which is very self¬ 


ish," WaJsh says. “In a grown-up way, these people 
have to sacrifice things." 

Time and again audiences have been reminded that 
the problems of three little people don't amount to a 
hill of beans in this crazy world. 

Captain Renault bent the law repeatedly to help ref¬ 
ugees and friends, even if his motives weren't always 
pure. Laszlo pursued justice tirelessly despite the dan¬ 
ger. lisa's sense of duty made her choose to return to 
her ailing, dedicated husband at the expense of her 
passion for Rick. Rick decided to part with lisa on the 
grounds of patriotism and rebel solidarity. 

Those “Casablanca" virtues can be reasserted, says 
Tom Kiefaber. owner of (he Senator Theatre. But a 
remake isn't the right way to do it. 

"U's a noble goal to justify what is ultimately a 
commercial venture.” he says. “If you want to reim¬ 
print people with those ideas, do a restoration and 
have as many people see it as possible.'* 

Thai's exactly what Kiefaber did at the Senator on 
the film's 5CHh anniversary. The revival was a sold-oul 
success, leaving viewers amazed, he says. 

Although the possibility of a remake repulses Kiefa- 
her. he concedes that it already has a built-in audience, 
whether it's a critical coup or catastrophe. 

“It means this industry is falling toward crass com¬ 
mercialism at a more rapid rate than J originally 
thought." he says. "And F thought it was moving along 
pretty quickly before." 

Whether a remake irks you, you., must remember 
this: Sequels mean big Hollywood business, and 
Walsh and Warner truly believe in the project. 

Should squalid sequeldom threaten "Casablanca." 
don’t underestimate the original's power, warns 
Rickey. 

“'Casablanca' has survived everything/' she says. 
“It’s survived Ted Turner colorizing it." ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 
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Routing protocols on the Internet . 

Can I get a road map? 



Bloated operating systems for PC and Mac users. 


‘Fat’ clients, hungry 


for processing power 


By Jabra Ghneim 

Special to The Star 
IT WAS an exciting week in 
Lhe world of operating sys¬ 
tems. Apple introduced a very 
interesting version of the Mac¬ 
intosh Operating System ver¬ 
sion S. und Microsoft released 
an ‘alpha’ version of its Win¬ 
dows 98 code called 
“Memphis". _ 

1 was l 

impressed with | ||| 

both operating l ?jl| 

systems. Surpris- 1 fel 

ingly. in spite of l K 

being a die-hard | S» 

PC user. I was i 
really impressed j ■. r 

with the new Mac \ IV /l t 

os. IV li 

Both operating 1 

systems are huge \ __ 

relative to their pre¬ 
decessors. I suspect that with 
the new operating systems, the 
pressure to upgrade, on low 
end Pentium and 486 users, 
will be great. Both operating 
systems have become so big 
that they are being culled 
'bloatware' or Tat clients', it 
is a good time to upgrade since 
the high end Pentiums are 
increasingly becoming low 
end with the introduction of 
the new MMX and PcnLium U 
chips. 

This means that low budget 
users are able to easily acquire 
the high end systems of 
yesterday. 

So. whenever l open a com¬ 
puter magazine, there are arti¬ 
cles about the need to strip 
down these operating systems 
from all the ‘fat* accumulated 
in them. The call usually is for 
a basic machine (Network 
Computer! with the minimum 
requirements for work and a 
basic operating system, with 
main software administered 


from a central location. Such 
systems would save millions 
of dollars in maintenance, 
installation, and administration 
cost. Many agree with this 
notion, but those who issue 
such calls ignore the feelings 
of corporate users. The so 
called ‘bloatware’ gives the 


Mac'O: 


user an amount of 
power which was only availa¬ 
ble to government organiza¬ 
tions and big corporations sev¬ 
eral years ago. f. for example, 
use my computer to do my 
secretarial 

work, to communicate, to 
do correspondence, retrieve 
client information, retouch 
photos and adding them to an 
electronic album, or edit my 
work. Thus. I have access lb 
all kinds of functions which 
were scattered all over the 
place in the old days. Of 
course, there are many things 
we wish worked better, and 
companies are striving to pro¬ 
vide that. 

The result is more code and 
bloatier software. But the 
increased performance and 
functionality never ceases to 
astonish me. 

In comparison, the Network 
computer might be good for 
the basic data entry jobs, in 
which data is transmitted 
directly to and from a central 


computer. But. the sacrilicc as f 
see it is the loss of knowledge 
that comes by learning through 
investigating all the capabilities 
Uiat huge systems offer. It is 
true that ‘bloatware’ has some 
problems, that increase support 
and administration costs, but 
companies like Microsoft are 
working on an initiative to drop 
_ the support cost 

~J to zero on 
I machines using 
| its products. 

jflrcjv / Even now. 

/ wizards, assist- 
1 ams. and help 
Jt J files in modern 

U li I I operating systems 
■ fll/V | can guide the 
I novice user 
v I through some 
I basic and interme- 
' —' diate level trouble¬ 

shooting. The cost on users is 
already going down. * 

Operating systems and desk¬ 
top machines will continue to 
grow. They will also hceome 
easier to use and maintain. Net¬ 
work computers will always 
stay in the office. They might 
come into the home, but only to 
be used for routine tasks that 
few would notice. 

The Network computer. ! 
think, is doomed to become just 
an e-mail and calendering 
machine in big corporations or. 
even, at the home. It is no belter 
than the Psion 3C I use— even 
on the Psion l have a nice Soli¬ 
taire game I use when standing 
in line in some government 
office. Network computers will 
always pale in comparison to 
some 300 MHz machine with a 
version of Windows or the Mac 
OS with huge memory and stor¬ 
age capabilities. 


By Jawad Abbas si 
Special in The Star 
SUPPOSE YOU'RE traveling 
from France in England: ynu 
drive \our car on the French 
roads, go through the Channel 
TunneL and then end up i«n 
British roads. While the Roads 
in both countries are more or 
less similar in their physical 
characteristics, something is 
very different. According in 
British rules, you drive on the 
left hand side of the road. The 
English driving "protocol" is 
essentially different from that 
ol France. Similarly, router 
equipment and the intercon¬ 
nected networkof the Inter¬ 
net arc the physical structures 
carrying the data packets 
around, and just as roads in 
different countries have dif¬ 
ferent traffic rules; .so do the 
routers within the Internet's 
various areas. 

The Internet's networked 
computers are divided into 
Autonomous Systems, where 
an Autonomous System is 
defined as one or more Inde¬ 
pendent networks with a homo¬ 
geneous Internal Routing Proto¬ 
col (traffic regulation) and a 

common number of "entrances 
and exits", through which other 
systems can communicate with 
their hosts. Between Autono¬ 
mous Systems, cuerinr routine 
protocols exchange reach¬ 
ability" information w iihout 
requiring that the Internal rout¬ 
ing protocols are the same on 
both systems. The most widely- 
used exterior routing protocol 
is EGP (Exleriur Gateway Pro¬ 
tocol!. The routing protocols 
arc needed to construct the sim¬ 
ple routing lahlcs in the hosts of 
the Internet which allow them 
to direct packets to their desti¬ 
nation. Tlic host first checks 
whether it has a direct route to 


llie required aJJress. and il it 
doesn't it simply routes it to the 
next designated muter as 
shown bv the table. 

The data keeps hopping 
around until il reaches a router 
with an explicit route to the 
destination, i.e. a member ol 



its independent network. 

The ubiquitous Internal 
Routing Protocol on the Inter¬ 
net is RIP (Routing Informa¬ 
tion Protocol i w hich derives its 
mainly from Lhe fact that it was 
incorporated in the UNIX 
Operating System— used on 
the hulk "of Internet Hosts. As 
explained in a paper by 
Advanced Computer Commu¬ 
nications. RIP automatically 
creates and maintains network 
routes between routes and 
hosts that use RIP. When one 
router learns about changes in 
its routes (a down host, or a 
changed IP address) il relays 
this information to other neigh¬ 
boring routers to update their 
tables. If and when j network 
component fails for any rea¬ 
son. RIP allows for the data to 
he sent around the failure and 
determines the best path to do 
that. This exchange of routing 
information between routers 


usina RIP takes place every 30 
seconds which is a draw back 
in the protocol as ir creates a 
hiah overhead on the network. 
Another draw back of RIP. is 
that it relies onlv on ibe num¬ 
ber of needed hops before it 
derides on the best route. In 
doins that, the protocol 
doesn't pay attention to the 
connection speed between 
the different routers and 
assumes, wrongly, that the 
less hops there are the faster 
the delivery. 

Because; of this, a packet 
may be sent through 9.6 kbps 
leased lines over three routers 
rather than be sent over 2 
mbps lines over five or six 
routers. Furthermore. RIP 
deems any route more than 
15 hops away unreachable 
which renders it unsuitable 
for very large Autonomous 
Systems. To remedy the 
shortcomings of RIP, the Inter¬ 
net Engineering Task Force 
proposed the new standard of 
"Open Shortest Path First Pro¬ 
tocol" (OSPF} which began to 
be used on backbones, but is 
not yet widely spread as UNIX 
is yet to support iL OSPF is 
superior to RIP because it pays 
attention to the speed of con¬ 
nections before deriding on the 
best route and it doesn*t have 
the maximum hops limit that 
RIP has. OSPF seems to be the 
routing protocol of the future, 
especially with the great expan¬ 
sion of the Internet's size. 

RIP and OSPF can be 
thought of as driving on the left 
or on the right Regardless of 
which one is used, the Inter¬ 
net's road map— the routing 
table— is still provided and the 
traffic never gets lost! 
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OS support ia Jordan 
Due to wide-spread piracy. 


users will have no support lor 
the new operating systems here 
in Jordan. Their inner mecha¬ 
nisms are m> complex and can¬ 
not be supported by any of the 
software shops we have here in 
Amman. 

I was always of the opinion 
that Microsoft can make ten 
limes more money than it loses 
because of pirated software in 
Jordan il they open up a local 
help desk: which is a place you 
can call lor help whenever you 
run into trouble. This of course 
can he achieved if the service is 
priced - right and marketed" in 
the right way. 

I think many entrepreneurs 
who are knowledgeable in soft¬ 
ware maintenance stand to reap 
lots of benefits from such a pro¬ 
ject. H 


Pentium is officially ‘dead’ 


THIS WEEK.. Intel announced 
that will stop manufacturing 
the Pentium 
processor. 

The company 
stated that produe- /jk 

lion of Pentium f jfj|' 

processors was l 1 fa* 

stopped in favour V I'l 

of Pentium Pro. 

Pentium MMX rmni 

and Pentium II rFJJ 1 




Pentium- 


processors. 

This, of course. A to go'we will not 
was expected as be seeing so often 
Intel was produc- 
iqg too many variations of the 
Pentium, and still does to this 200 .33 

day. Also, the dropping price Look o 

uf Pentium MMX and the system 

much improved performance someth 

deemed the standard Penu'um year. ■ 
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processor as unnecessary. 

In markets, users will stiil be 
able to purchase 

- 1 Pentium PCs for, at 

i mosL another six 
i months as there are 
, A stocks and will take 
fm J time for Pentium 
systems to seize to 
^ exists. 

In the meantime. 
WT Pentium MMX and 
* P " Pro systems will 
iU not " • drop .in price and 
ofien become more rcad- 
J ily available. 

These are mainly 
200.333 and 266MHz systems. 
Look out for 300MHz Pentium 
system, hitting the local market 
sometime before the end of the 
year. ■ 


I ZTA’.TXVi . -*V. 


.. . v.-.: T3-/. •wiresr: 


From the fast life to the fast track 


A BUSINESS career and time-out for partying 
paid off for the world's top sprinter, Donovan 
Bailey tells Pat Butcher 

How did we ever overlook Donovan Bailey? 
If he were a smaller, less flamboyant character, 
without that large shiny, shaven head, then 
maybe we could claim that he had sneaked up 
and caught us unawares, rather like he does with 
his opponents in the latter stages of his 100- 
metre races. But he’s nou so how is it that the 
most scintillating sprinter on the planet did not 
go into the 1995 World Championships, the 
1996 Olympic Games, and the 1997 Million 
Dollar Challenge in Toronto against 
Michael Johnson as favourite? 

He certainly came out of all 

three with enough gold to V 

outshine Johnson's gaudy 

With Carl Lewis retiring, 
with Sergei Bubka off form, 
with Johnson licking his 
wounds after his first 400 
metres defeat since 1989 (probabiy attributable 
to his Toronto shock), Bailey is arguably the 
most exciting competitor in world athletics at 
the moment. He is headed for the world champi¬ 
onships in Athens next week at full riJt, and as 
favourite for the first time. But maybe we've 
ignored him because he hasn't been around for 
very long. 

Basketball was his first Jove, and although he 
played at college, he admits he wasn't very 
good. He had run at school, but did nothing 
between the ages of 16 and 23. Instead, after 
taking a degree in economics and business man¬ 
agement, he concentrated on a career and the 
“fast life" of the Toronto nightclubs. As an 
investment manager, he owned a house and Por¬ 
sche by the lime he was 21. 

But he feels that his teenage “time-out” has 
been a crucial factor of his success. “I ran 
10.65sec when i was 16. and I'm sure that if I’d 
taken a scholarship to America and trained when 
I was 18 years old. I would have run a hell of a 
lot faster, but I would have been burned out by 
now. I wouldn't know how to handle the pres¬ 
sure. the stress, the chaos. 
f “1 think the reason I have been successful is 
because, as a businessman. I understand what 
life is all about. I understand the chaos that is 
part of track. In the heats of the 100 metres. I 
wl! still be able to focus on the important things 
I have to do.” 

Life began to change in 1991, when he saw 
his schoolboy friend. Glenroy Gilbert, doing 
well in athletics. On virtually no training, Bailey 
made the Canadian team for the Pan-American 
Games, where he finished eighth in the 100 
metres, and anchored the relay team to a silver 
medal. The following year, he met Gilbert's 
c»ach. Dan Pfaff. who was then working at the 
University of Louisiana at Baton Rouge. "Dan 
said. ‘Do you work out. do you lift weights, are 
you interested in this sport at ali? Because you 
are gifted enough, you have the tools to become 
one of the best in the world.’ 

But 1 was partying too mu£h. I wouldn't get 
to bed some nights. I was a single guy living 
comfortably ” 

Injury kept him out of Barcelona, and after 
months of occasionally phoning Pfaff to say 


he’d be in Louisiana the next 
week, the coach had virtually 
given up on Bailey when he 
turned up in Baton Rouge in 
February 1993. “I ran the 
second day I was there and 
Dan said, ‘Oh my God. 
everything's wrong, your 
start is bad. your acceleration 
is bad, you 
don't lift 









weights.’ I 
started lifting 
weights with 
women. 

They were 


; : ;-V 


left, after about 
10 weeks. I could 
do over 200. Dan 
(aught me the importance of 
ail of those things: training, 
eating, sleeping and rest,” 

Bailey has been going 
back ever since for three- 
month periods, first to Loui¬ 
siana. now to Austin in 
Texas, where Pfaff was 
made head coach two years 
ago. The breakthrough came 
in 1994. when he ran 
!0.03sec for 100 metres. 

Every year since then, he has 
won the biggest sprint prize 
of the season. A world 
record 100 metres man from 
Toronto, but bom in 
Jamaica, is evidently going 
to excite comparison with 
the drug-abusing Ben John¬ 
son, who has the same back¬ 
ground. When Bailey won 
the 100 metres in Gothen¬ 
burg. the first question at his 
press conference was about Donovan Bailey 
Johnson. Bailey limited him¬ 
self to a trace of exasperation 
as he reminded the assembly he wasn’t around 
when Johnson was running. But he accepts that 
comparisons are inevitable. 

“I am very glad that Ben got caught, because 
it opened the door for the massive drug testing 
that we have in Canada, and although it's very 
annoying and invasive sometimes. I'm aware 
that no one's that stupid or that desperate in our 
country to do it" 

When following him recently on the grand 
prix circuit for a couple of days, various people 
kept hinting that Bailey wasn't perhaps (he nice 
guy that he seems. After his 100 metres victory 
in 9.94sec (his fourth best) against Linford 
Christie in Nuremberg last month, one of his 
managers said, ‘It’s a good job he won last 
night. Maybe he wouldn’t have been so 
amenable.” 

One of his sponsors was unusually frank, say¬ 
ing, “He can be real mean”. But then he went on 
to describe i)ow Bailey had been to company 
headquarter^ the previous day. eaten io the staff 
canteen, and thoroughly charmed everyone. 

And In those couple of days, from athletes* 
hotel to stadium, to official reception, to restau¬ 
rant, to TV studio, he was never anything but 



amenable. OK. it was still within two weeks of 
his victory fh Toronto, and he was winning on 
the circuit, and having a good time being chased 
by a posse of women. 

But there wasn't a sign of bad humour. 

Which is why people were surprised at his 
reaction just after the Toronto race against 
Michael Johnson, whom Bailey believed had 
been insulting him for six months before the 
race. With Johnson still limping along the 
track. Bailey raced to the nearest microphone 
to call Johnson “chicken", "faking", "not 
injured”, among many other things. Conserva¬ 
tive Canada was shocked, but it was hardly in 
the Mike Tyson league of sporting abuse. 

“A lot of people really didn't understand the 
things that were taking place. The attacks had 
got personal and very disrespectful. But every 
time he [Johnson] said something derogatory 
about me or my staff. I didn't run to the media. 

“I totally blew up. but il was something I had 
to get out. Bui then I realised it was wrong. I 
like to win gracefully. 1 think there’s a lot of 
people, especially younger people, who look up 
to me. I have a daughter. and 1 really care what 
they think, and 1 try to be positive. I did some¬ 


thing that was totally out of charac¬ 
ter. so I think it was very important 
to apologise." 

Despite the ftirore. there is a 
strong possibility of a rematch in 
Las Vegas. Bailey admits that the 
reaction in Europe was largely neg¬ 
ative. “but TV ratings in Canada 
were higher than for the Olympic 
100 metres, and CBS (US.TV) said 
they hadn’t had such high ratings 
for athletics for years. I and be OK. 
If he feels that he got hurt last time, 
and that’s why he didn’t win. we’ll 
do it again. I'll prepare for it again, 
and when I prepare for something 
and i get focused, it usually comes 
out the way I want." 

But first, there is the world 
championships where Bailey is 
going into his first major title 
chase as a favourite. 

And he has two big advantages 
he runs better with successive 
rounds and, perhaps more impor¬ 
tantly. he rises to the big occa¬ 
sion. “I love to compete, but I 
really hate the one-off races. OK, 
Toronto was different, but when 
it comes to the Olympic Games or 
the world championships, with 
the heats and a final, I get more 
relaxed with each round. If we 
had six rounds, il would be 
perfecL” 

Off the track, Bailey somehow 
doesn't seem so big. As if, at rest, 
he has shrunk himself to conserve 
his energy. As it turns out, he has 
lost about 8kg since last year. He 
has acquired a nutritionist, to go 
with the physiotherapist and chi¬ 
ropractor who travel with him. 
“I’m eating better. I’m stronger 
and lighter, and my starts are a 
lot better than last year. That’s 
why I feel I can do a lot faster than 9.84sec 
[his world record].” 

Bailey has bad a good few weeks finan¬ 
cially. The $1.5m from Toronto was extraor¬ 
dinary. But with close to $100,000 in appear¬ 
ance money and bonuses for each stop on the 
grand prix circuit, he is preparing to close the 
investment business that one of his four broth¬ 
ers has been managing for him. 

Given that his contracts with Adidas. Coca- 
Cola. Air Canada, Nu-Life Vitamins, and oth¬ 
ers bring him the multi-mi li ions he didn't earn 
in his previous life, he could go public as an 
institution himself. 

But money, he claims, is the product of his 
talent, not a primary concern. ‘Tve never 
gone into the world championship thinking 
about the gold medal and the money. Because 
you get totally side-tracked. It’s like me step¬ 
ping on to the track, thinking what time 1 am 
going to run today. If 1 ever do that. I’ll be 
last" There seems little likelihood of that hap¬ 
pening for some time. ■ 
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The Internet 
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they are precisely nor- 


on 

jordar 




maL desktop PCs. Bul 
if you lot* under the 
hood, you'll realize 
that they are not! 

The Internet PC 
comes as a slim case 




or keyboard. ^ ^ 

drive and optional CD-ROM. You can Juxfc U upja g hfflmffi 

TV seL or a monitor if you want to. and y° r u 

board with it. Based on a Cyrix chipset, *c 

Pentium processor with built-in souxaJ features., 

you’ve goTafoHimultimedia PC without _then^d 

end. By incorporating RAM memory 

hard disk space, it can completely act as a 

such an elegant unit and what makes iieven 

price, which is 25 to 30 percent less *an a 

similar features. An exiting developmenLe-Tpcc^so^^^^ 

application of Infra-Red technology to 

board and mouse, allowing the user to operate theF^^^^ 
tance, without keyboard or mouse cable, at his/her ownjgglp |g 
from any where in the room! 

Here the question arises, if it can replace the dwkrop^^^lg 
nmvides equal performance, and it it costs up to 30 pwcp?»jG§g^ 

Shy would peopte tuyu desktop.PC. 11* 

that everyone will switch to these Internet PCs ^ : 

Actually, it’s not that simple. A number of 
make people select regular desktop PCs. 

bility and cheaper add-on components. Alter aU. there ts s frmtie p ., 
more to a PC than just navigating the Internet! Howera;^e^^ 
rate clients, in need of pure Internet PC functionality 

^ VW n preSon is that the normal desktop PC 
Internet PC at its own game. How. you. may wond^ff 
incorporating more 'integrated* features similar to the Inte rac t-' 
PC the standard desktop can start to look more compact aftlwjg^ 
also become cheaper. In a year, or so, the line berween 
PCs and Internet PCs will become less dear. In-other words, 
will overlap. For now. we await the arrival of these sysrans. aha j 
that’s when user response can best be judged. 1 niemet PCs ar* aft* 
exciting development, and represent a departure front thgrcd 
like Network computer. In short, they could spell the begiqmrjg; 
of a revolution. ■ ?§) 
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The warm up for G1TEX begins^- 


THE GULF Information Technology Exhibition fGITEX) Tttjkz '2 .. 
scheduled for 29 October and will run until 2 Novcmbtt,^ 
Dubai. This is the largest and most important infomtati ortTeg fr-, ’T: 
nology event in the Middle East Every year many Jordanian ,l 
companies and individuals attend the event as an opportunity h>- ‘Hi 
generate business in the hardware and software secto rs., Laa -; if 
year, six Jordanian software publishers grouped to a tt e n d GTTBa; 
and exhibited their products. This year, although their wiH not be; * 
an official Jordanian delegation, you can expect to see tniktfc • . 
these publishers exhibiting their products, either through dealers 
or directly. So far. SEDCO seems to be the only company eartub-j. » / 
iting directly while companies like Comsoft and PropejsSofti: * 
will exhibit through their distributors iff the UA6. Also, - 

some hardware companies which have been appointed as MsfiSeL • •-• : 
East regional offices will be present at the show. Possible exJubSy. . 
tors include General Computers & Electronics and Computer &r 
Engineering Bureau. We will keep you up-to-date on the activity 
of Jordanian companies at GiTEX ‘97. For now\ pre-dTB5Cv 
fever is sweeping the region’s markets, including Jordan . ■ * 


Around serie a Bologna 
insures Baggio's legs f 


- 'V' -r-^rg' 

MILAN — Alan Shearer’s injury and the effect on Newcastle $ 
shares has had its first repercussion in Italy: Bologna-presia^.^taFL' ji 


shares has had its first repercussion in Italy: Bologna-predaerit.^fe."'^ 
seppe Gazzoni Frascara has decided to insure the legs of his 
new recruit. Roberto Baggio, for around 10 billion lira (SS.TrTntfUcoX -r 
Bologna are among the few Italian clubs planning to seek a Stodt-tOa^. 
ket listing, most likely on a foreign exchange. • ”?£yv-v-’ 


Kanchelskis fights for his pbee: Former Everton hero Antifea Kat-; r 
chelskis is still struggling to make his mark at RorentinaandcouMbe :; 
on the substitutes' bench when they meet Spurs on Salui^y.'HieHttak ^ ”. 
ians have tried him out with limited success in midfield, wStecbriipe- ,C--: 
tition is stiff for a place up front The Corriere dello Spon explained 
that the Ukrainian is struggling with team tactics “because agood deak- -, ^ 
of his natural skill has withered away after having played in 
in for so many years” k : *. • 


As Roma consider move to Ireiand:Top Italian club AS 
in recent years have installed their pre-season summer training ssasnop^- 
at Kapfenberg, Austria are considering moving next year ~ to jre&rixL. 
Tuttosport reported that a Roma official will soon be leaving to viaf a 
couple of possible venues in the Republic: the locations offering both 
privacy for the squad and good links between hotels and spprts facBt- 


Havelange pushes his ‘Best 
Friend’ as replacement 


By Alex Johnson 


SECOND VERSE Same as the 
First Joao Havelange. president 
of FIFA, the world organizing 
body of soccer, has advanced a 
new candidate to succeed him 
when he retires next year. It's 
Julio Grondona, chairman if the 
Argentine Football Association. 

Grondona may or may not be 
a good choice. I can be con¬ 
vinced that he's certainly better 
than some of the other candi¬ 
dates. especially as a check on 
me snowballing Europeanization 


of soccer's governing -hierarchy-^ 
But that’s not why Havebqgpi 5 -. 
promoting him. IL, ’.... 

“Julio is a great friend;” Have- 
lange said last wedc. 
my brother.” : ' 1‘t^LT’’'' 

That should set off alarm befc '. 
Havelange's trade reconf in I*? 5 
area is abysmal. One o£fe-*«ti.- _ •' 
relatives, his son-in-la w^ 
almost single-handedlyitfcsirc?^ 
Brazilian soccer as Jsead'tf.'tte;.-'. 
Brazilian federation.' -Ar-HEft; v..- 
spokesman wisely cbose npt 
comment on HavelangeVstafcf.™?. 
mem. ■ i i'.V 


Ten-year-old Maradona jumtif, 
signs for Napoli youth tecurfry 

JAPI RS Iialu _ r\:__ 



NAPLES, Italy — Diego Mar¬ 
adona junior has signed up for 
his natural father's former 
club at the tender age of \ 0. 

Maradona senior, whose 
seven-year spell with Napoli 
ended in 1991 when he fled 
drags charges, has never 
admitted being the boys 
father. 

The youngsier. the centre of 
attention earlier this year 
when he played in a tourna¬ 
ment near Naples, signed 
Monday for one of Napoli's 
junior teams next season/ 
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